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PREFACE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION,

Tuz edition of the “Glories of Mary” now pre-
sented to the Catholic public of America is the
first complete translation of the work ever made
into the English language. We trust that it
will be found to retain the spirit of the learned
and saintly author, and that it will be welcomed
by the faithful in this country with the same
delight, which it has univerdally called forth in
Catholie Europe.



PROTEST OF THE AUTHOR.

In obedience to the decrees of Urban VIIL,
of holy memory, I protest that I do not intend
toattribute any other than purely human author-
ity to all the miracles, revelations, graces, and
incidents contained in this book; neither to the
titles holy or blessed applied to the servants of
God not yet canonized; except in cases where
these have been confirmed by the holy Roman
Catholic Church, and by the holy Apostolic See,
of whom I profess myself an obedient son; and
therefore to their judgment I submit myself
and whatever I have written in this book.
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PETITION OF THE AUTHOR TO JESUS
: AND MARY.

My most loving Redeemer and Lord Jesus
Christ, I thy poor servant, knowing how pleas-
ing to thee are those who seek to glorify thy
most holy mother, whom thou lovest so much,
and dost so much desire to see loved and honor-
ed by all men, I propose to publish this book of
mine which treats of her glories. I know not to
whom I could commend it but to thee, who hast
go much at heart the glory of this mother. To
thee, then, I present and dedicate it. Receive
this little offering of my love for thee and thy
beloved mother. Take it under thy protection,
and pour into the hearts of those who read it
the light of confidence in this immaculate Vir-
gin, and the warmth of a burning love for her,
in whom thou hast placed the hope and refuge
of all the redeemed. And for the reward of
this, my poor effort, give me, I pray thee, that
love for Mary with which I have desired to in-
flame, by this my little work, the hearts of all
those who read it.

To thee also I appeal, oh my sweetest Lady
and mother Mary, Thou knowest that in thee,
next to Jesus, IThave placed all hope of my eter-
nal salvation, since all the good I have receiv-
ed, my conversion, my vocation to leave the
world, and whatever other graces have been
given me by God, I acknowledge them all as

1



12 PETITION OF THE AUTHOR.

coming through thee, Thouknowestthat tosee
thee loved by all as thou dost deserve, and to of-
fer thee some token of gratitude, I have always
sought to proclaim thee everywhere, in public
and in private, and to inspire all men with a
sweet and salutary devotion to thee. I hope to
continue to do so for the remainder of my life,
even to my last breath,  But I see by my ad-
vanced age and declining health that the end
of my pilgrimage and my entrance into eternity
are drawing near ; therefore, I hope to give to
the world, before my death, this little book of
mine which may continue to proclaim thee for
me, and also may excite others to publish thy
glories and the great mercy which thou dost exer-
cise towards thy devoted servants. I hope, my
most beloved queen, that this my poor offering,
although it falls so far short of thy merit, may be
pleasing to thy grateful heart, since it is wholly
a gift of love. Extend, then, that most kind
hand of thine with which thou hast delivered
me from the world and from hell, and accept it
and protect it as belonging to thee. But I
ask this reward for my little offering, that
henceforth I may love thee more, and that all
into whose hands this work shall fall, may be in-
flamed with thy love, so that immediately their
desire may increase to love thee, and see others
love thee also; and that they may engage with
all ardor in proclaiming and promoting, as far as
possible, thy praise, and confidence in thy most
holy intercession, Thus I hope, thus may it be.



TO THE READER.

In order that this little work of mine may
not be exposed to censure from very fastidious
critics, I have thought it best to placein a clearer
light some of the propositions which it contains,
and which may seem too bold, or perhaps ob-
scure, I here enumeratesome of them, and if
others, my dear reader, should come under your
eye, I pray you to consider them as meant and
spoken by me according to the seuse of true and
sound theology, and of the holy Roman Catholic
Church, whose obedient son I profess myself. In
the introduction, page 19, referring to chap.
5th of the book, I have said that God has or-
dained that all graces should come to us through
thehands of Mary. Now this isa very consoling
truth for souls tenderly attached to the most
holy Mary, and for poor sinners who desire to be
converted. Nor should this appear to any one
inconsistent with sound theology, since its au-
thor, St. Augustine, puts it forth as a general
statement, that Mary has shared, by means of
her charity, in the spiritual birth of all the mem-
bers of the Church.*

* Mater quidem spiritu non caplitis nostri, quod est ipse salvator,
ex quo magis illa spiritualiter nata est; qula omnes, qui in eum cre-
diderint, in quibus etipsa est, recte filil sponsi appellantur ; sed

13



14 TO THE READER.

A well-known author, whom no one will sus-
pect of exaggeration or of fanciful and overheated
devotion, adds, that as Jesus Christ really formed
his Church on Calvary, it is plain that the holy
Virgin really co-operated with him, in a peculiar
and excellent manner, in its formation. * - And
for the same reason it may be said, that if
she brought forth Jesus Christ, the head of the
Church, without pain, she did not bring forth
the body of this head without pain. Hence she
commenced on Calvary to be, in a particular
manner, mother of the whole Church, To say
all in a few words, Almighty God, in order to
glorify the mother of the Redeemer, has or-
dained that her great charity should intercede
for all those for whom her divine Son offered
and paid the superabundant ransom of his pre-
cious blood, in which alone is our salvation, life
and resurrection. Itisonthe basis of this doc-
rine and whatever belongs to it that I have under-
taken to establish my propositions,} which the
saints in their affecting colloquies with Mary,
and in their fervent discourses concening her,
have not hesitated to assert: when an ancient
father, quoted by the celebrated Vincenzo Con-
tensone, has written: The fulness of grace was
in Christ as the head from which it flows,
plane mater membrorum ejus (que nos sumusy quia cooperata ewt
charitate, ut fideles in Ecclesia nascerentur, qui illius capitis membra
sunt. Lib. de Sancta Virginitate, cap. 6.

* M. Nicole, Instr. theol. and mor. on the Lord’s Prayer, the

Angelical Salutation, &c , Instr. 5, ¢. 2.
tPart1,¢.6,§2,¢7,8,§2,¢9.



TO THE READER. 15

butin Mary as the neck through which it is trans-
mitted,* This is plainly taught by the angelio
Doctor, St. Thomas, who confirms all the fore-
going in these words: The blessed Virgin is call-
ed full of grace in three ways . . . . . . The
third, inreference to its overflowing upon all
men. For great is it in each saint if he hath
enough of grace for the salvation of many; but
this would be the greatest, if he had enough
for the salvation of all men; and it is so with
Christ and the blessed Virgin, for in every dan-
ger we may obtain salvation through the glo-
rious Virgin, Hence, cant, 4, v. 4 a thousand
bucklers—that is, remedies against dangers—
hang upon her; “Mille clypei pendent ex ea.”
Hence in every virtuous work we can have her
aid, and, therefore, she herself says, In me is all
hope of life and of virtue: “/n me omnis spes
vite et virtutis.”t—Eccli. xxiv. 25.

* In Christo fult plenitudo gratie, sicut in capite influente, in
Maria vero, eicut in collo transfundente. Theolog. mentis et cordis.
Tom. 2, Lib. 10. Dissert. 6, c. 1. Speculat. 2. in Reflexiones.

+ Dicitur autem Beata Virgo plena gratie, quantum ad tria
Tertio quo ad refusionem in omnes homines. Magnum enim est in
quolibet sancto, quando habet tantum de gratia quod sufficit ad
salutem multorum; sed quando haberet tantum, quod sufficeret ad
salutem omnium hominum de mundo, hoc esset maximum; et hoc
@8t in Christo et in Beata Virgine, Nam iu omui pericuro potes
salutem obtinere ab ipsa Virgine gloriosa. Unde cantic. 4. Mille
clypet, 14 est remedia contra pericula, pendent ex ea. Item in omni
opere virtutis potes eam habere in adjutorium; et ideo dicit ipss
Becli, xxiv, 25,



INTRODUCTION

WHIOH OUGHT TO BE READ.

My dear reader and brother in Mary, since the
devotion which has urged me to write, and now
moves you to read this book, renders us both
happy children of this good mother, if you
ever should hear any one say that I could have
spared this labor, there being so many learned
and celebrated books that treat of this subject,
answer him, I pray you, in the words of Fran-
cone the abbot, which we find in the Library
of the Fathers, that the praise of Mary is a
fountain so full that the more it extends, the
fuller it becomes, and the fuller it becomes the
more it extends;* which signifies, that the
blessed Virgin is so great and sublime, that the
more we praise her, the more there is to praise.
So that St. Augustine says: All the tongues of
men, even if all their members were changed to
tongues, would not be sufficient to praise her
as she deserves.t

* Laus Marie fons est indeficiens, qul quanto amplius tenditur,
tanto amplins impletur; quanto amplius impletur, tanto amplius
dilatatar.

+ Etiamsi omnium nostrum membra verterentur in linguas eam
laudare sufficiret nullus, Ap. B. Dion. Carth.



INTRODUCTION, 17

I know that there are innumerable books,
both great and small, which treat of the glories
of Mary; but as these are rare or voluminous,
and not according to my plan, I have endeavor-
ed to collect in a small space, from all the auth-
ors atmy command, the most select and pithy
sentences of the Fathers and theologians, in or-
der to give devout persons an opportunity, with
little effort or expense, to inflame their ardor
by reading of the love of Mary, and especially,
to present materials to priests which may enable
them to excite by their sermons devotion to the
divine mother, :

Worldly lovers are accustomed to mention
frequently and to praise the persons beloved,
that these may be praised and applauded also by
others; then how poor must we suppose the love
of those to be who boast of being lovers of
Mary, but who seldom remember to speak of her,
and inspire the love of her also in others! Not
80 the true lovers of our most lovely Lady: they
would praise her everywhere, and see her loved
by all the world; and therefore in public and in
private, wherever it is in their power, they en-
deavor to kindle in the hearts of all, those bless-
ed flames of love with which theirs are burn-
ing for their beloved queen.

But that every onemay be persuaded of how
great benefit it is to himself and the people to
promote devotion to Mary, let us hear what the
Fathers say of it. St. Bonaventure declares that
those who are devoted to publishing the glories



18 INTRODUCTION.,

of Mary, are secure of paradise ; and Richard
of St. Laurence confirms this by saying, that to
honor the queen of angels is to acquire life ever-
lasting; * since our most grateful Lady, adds
the same author, pledges herself to honor inthe
other life him who promises to honor her in
this; ¢ and is there any one ignorant of the
promise made by Mary herself to those who en-
gage in promoting the knowledge and love of
her upon the earth? “They that explain me shall
have life everlasting,” { as the holy Church ap-
plies it on the festival of her Immaculate Concep-
tion. Exult, exult! oh my soul! said St. Bona-
venture, who was so assiduousin proclaiming the
praises of Mary, and rejoice in her, because
many good things are prepared for those who
praise her; and since all the Holy Scriptures, he
added, speak in praise of Mary, let us endeavor
always with heart and tongue to celebrate this
our divine mother, that we may be conducted
by her to the kingdom of the blessed.§

We are told in the revelations of St. Bridget,
that the blessed Emingo, Bishop, being accus-
tomed to begin his sermons with the praises of
Mary, the Virgin herself appeared one day to
the saint, and said to her: “Tell that prelate who

* Honorare Mariam est thesaurizare vitam eternam. De Laud. v.
€. 2

t+Honorificantes se in hoc seculo honorificabit in futuro.

$ Qui elucidant me, vitam eternam habebunt. Eccli. xxlv, 81,

§ Exulta, exulta, anima mea, et leetare in illa; quia multa bona sunt
laudatoribus preparata. Si enim omnes scripture loquuntur de ea,
Deiparam perpetuo corde et lingua celebremus, ut ab ipsa ad gaudia
eterna perducamur,



INTRODUCTION, 19

is accustomed to commence his discourses with
my praises, that I will be his mother, and that T
will present his soul to God, and that he shall
die a good death;”* and he indeed died like a
saint, in prayer and in celestial peace. Mary
appeared before his death to another religious, a
Dominican, who was accustomed to terminate
his sermons by speaking of her, She defended
him from the assaults of the demons, comforted
him, and bore away with her his happy soul. {

The devout Thomas & Kempis represents Mary
as commending to her Son those who publishher
praise, and raying, “Oh, my Son, have compas-
sion on the souls of thy lovers, and of those who
speak in my praise.

As far as the advantage of the people 18 con-
cerned, St. Anselm says, that the gacred womb
of Mary having been made the way of salvation
for sinners, sinners cannot but be converted and
saved by discourses in praise of Mary.§ If the
assertion is true and incontrovertible, as I believe
it to be, and as I shall prove, in the fifth chap-
ter of this book, that all graces are dispensed
by the hand of Mary alone, and that all those
who are saved, are saved solely by means of this
divine mother; it may be said, as a necessary
consequence, that the salvation of all depends

* Revely, cap. 14. t Ap. P. Auriem.

$ Fili miserere anim: amatoris tui et laudatoris mei. Serm. 20, ad
Nov.

§ Quomodo flerl potest ut ex memoria landum ejus salus nom
proveniat peccatorum, cujus uterus facta est via ad peccatores
salvandos ? S. Ans, Lib, 8, de Exc, V. cap. L
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upon preaching Mary, and confidence in her in.
tercession. We know that St. Bernard of
Sienna sanctified Italy; St. Dominic converted
many provinces; St. Louis Bertrand, in all his
sermons, never failed to exbort his hearers to
practise devotion towards Mary; and many
others also have done the same.

I find that Fatber Paul Segneri, the youunger,
a celebrated missionary, in every mission preach-
ed a sermon on devotion to Mary, and this he
called his favorite sermon. And we can attest,
in all truth, that in our missions, where we have
an invariable rule not to omit the sermon on our
Lady, no discourse is so profitable to the people,
or excites more compunction among them, than
that on the mercy of Mary. I say on the mercy
of Mary: for St. Bernard says, we may praise
her humility, and marvel at her virginity; but
being poor sinners, we are more pleased and at-
tracted by hearing of her mercy; for to this we
more affectionately cling, this we more often
remember and invoke.* Therefore in this little
book, leaving to other authors the description
of the other merits of Mary, I have confined my-
self especially to treating of her great compassion
and her powerful intercession; having collected,
as far as possible, with the labor of years, all
that the holy Fathers and the most celebrated
authors have said of the mercy and power of

* Laudamus humilitatem, miramur virginitatem; sed miseris sapit
duleius misericordia; misericordiam amplectimnr carins, recordamur
sepins, crebrius invocamus. Serm. 4, de Ass.
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Mary; and because these attributes of the bless-
ed Virgin are wonderfully set forth in the great
prayer of the Salve Regina, approved by the
Church and required by her to be recited the
greater part of the year by all the clergy, secular
and regular, I have undertaken, in the first
place, to explain in separate discourses this
most devout prayer. Besides this, I believed it
would be acceptable to the servants of Mary, if
I added discourses on her principal festivals and
upon the virtues of our divine mother, placing
at the conclusion of them the practices of
devotion most in use among her servants, and
approved by the Church.

Devout reader, if this little work of mine
pleases you, as I hope it will, I pray you to com-
mend me to the holy Virgin, that I may obtain
great confidence in her protection. Ask for me
this grace, and I will ask the same for you, who-
ever you may be, who bestow on me this char-
ity. Oh, blessed is he who clings with loveand
confidence to those two anchors of salvation,
Jesusand Mary ! He certainly will not belost.
Let us both say, oh my reader, with the devout
Alphonso Rodriguez; Jesus and Mary, my sweet
loves, for you I will suffer, for you I will die;
may I be wholly yours, may I be in nothing my
own* May welove Jesus and Mary, and be-
come saints, since we can aspire and hope for no
greater happiness than this. Farewell, till we

* Jesus et Maria, amores mei dulcissimi, pro vobis patiar, pre
wobis moriar; sim totus vester, sim nihil meus, Ap. Auriem Aff, sc,



22 PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN,

meet in heaven at the feet of this sweet mothet
and her dearly beloved Son, to praise them, to
thank them, and love them, in their immediate
presence through all eternity, Amen,

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

TO OBTAIN A GOOD DEATH,

On Mary, sweet refuge of miserable sinners, at
the moment when my soul departs from this
world, my sweetest mother, by the grief that
thou didst endure when thou wast present at the
death of thy Son upon the cross, then assist me
with thy mercy, Keep far from me my infernal
enemies, and come thyselif to take my soul and
present it to my eternal Judge. Do not aban-
don me, oh my queen. Thou, next to Jesus, must
be my comfort in that dreadful moment. En-
treat thy Son that in his goodness, he will grant
me the favor to die clasping thy feet, and to
breathe out my soul in his sacred wounds, say-
ing, Jesus and Mary, I give you my heart and my
soul.



THE GLORIES OF MARY.

PARTI.
ON THE SALVE REGINA.

It treats of the various and abundant graces which the
mother of God bestows on her devoted servants, in
several discourses of the Salve Regina.

28
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CHAPTER L

SALVE REGINA, MATER MISERICORDIAX,

Hall queen, Mother of mercy.

SECTION I

OF THE GREAT CONFIDENCE WE SHOULD HAVE IN MARY,
BECAUSE SHE I8 THE QUEEN OF MERCY.

Tur Holy Church justly honors the great Vir-
gin Mary, and would have her honored by all
men with the glorious title of queen, because she
has been elevated to the dignity of mother of the
King of kings. IftheSonisking, saysSt. Athan-
asius, his mother must necessarily be considered
and entitled queen,* From the moment that
Mary consented, adds St. Bernardine of Sienna,
to become the mother of the Eternal Word, she
merited the title of queen of the world and all
creatures.} If the flesh of Mary, says St. Arnold,
abbot, was the flesh of Jesus, how can the moth-
er be separated from the Son inhis kingdom?
Henceit follows that the regal glory must not

* 81 ipse Rex est qui natus est de Virglne, mater, qu® enm gennft,
Regina et Domina proprie ac vere censetur. Serm. de Deip.

+ Ianc autem Virgo in fllo consensu meruit primatum orbis, domi«

num mauandi, sceptrum regnl super omnes creaturas, Tom. 2d,
eap, 51 o
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only be considered as common to the mother and
the Son, but even the same.*

If Jesus is the king of the whole world, Mary
is also queen of the whole world :t therefore,
says St. Bernardine of Sienna, all creatures who
gerve God ought also to serve Mary; for all an-
gels and men, and all things that are in heaven
and on earth being subject to the deminion of
God, are also subject to the dominion of the glo-
rious Virgin.,} Hence Guerric, abbot, thus ad-
dresses the divine mother: Continue, Mary, con-
tinue in security to reign; dispose, according to
thy will, of every thing belonging to thy Son,
for thou, being mother and spouse of the King of
the world, the kingdom and power over all
creatures is due to thee as queen.§

Mary, then, is queen; but let all learn for their
consolation that she iz a mild and merciful
queen, desiring the good of us poor sinnerg,
Hence the holy Church bids us salute her in this
'prayer, and name her the Queen of Mercy.
The very name of queen signifies, as blessed
Albertus Magnus remarks, compassion, and pro-
vigion for the poor; differing in this from the ti-

*Neque a dominatione filii Mater potest esse sejuncta, una est
Mari et Christi caro.

Filii gloriam cum Matre, non tam communem judico, qnam eam-
dem. 8. Arnol. de Laud. Virg.

{Regina constituta, totum jure possidet illl regnum. Rupert, abb.

% Tot creaturse serviunt gloriose Virgini, quot serviunt Trinitati;
omnes namque creatur give angeli, sive homines, et omnia qus
sunt in ccelo et in terra, quia omnia sunt divino imperio subjecta,
gloriosee Virgini sunt subjecte. Tom. 2, cap. 61.

§ Perge Maria, perge secura in bonig filii tui; fiducialite age tame
quam regina, mater regis et sponsa; tibi debetur regnum et potestas.
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tle of empress, which signifies severity and rig-
or. The greatness of kings and queens consists
in comforting the wretched as Seneca says.* So
that whereas tyrants, in reigning, have only
their own advantage in view, kings should have
for their object the good of their subjects.
Therefore at the consecration of kings their
heads are anointed with oil, which is the symbol
of mercy, to denote that they, in reigning,
ghould above all things cherish thoughts of kind-
ness and beneficence towards their subjects,
Kings should then principally occupy them-
gelves with works of mercy, but not to the neg-
lect of the exercise of justice towards the guilty,
whenitisrequired. Notso Mary, who, although
queen, is not queen of justice, intent upon the
punishment of the guilty, but queen of mercy,
solely intent upon compassion and pardon for
sinners, Accordingly, the Church requires us
explicitly to call her queen of mercy. The
High Chancellor of Paris, John Gerson, med-
itating on the words of David, “These two
things have I heard, that power belongeth to
God, and mercy to thee, O Lord,”t says, that the
kingdom of God consisting of justice and merey,
the Lord has divided it: he has reserved the
kingdom of justice for himself, and he has
granted the kingdom of mercy to Mary, ordain-
ing that all the mercies which are dispensed to

* Hoc reges habent magnificum, prodesse miseris.
+ Duo hec audivi, quia potestas Dei est, et tibl, Domine, mie
ericordia. Psal. Ixi, 12,
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men should pass through the hands of Mary,
and should be bestowed according to her good
pleasure.* St. Thomas confirms this in his pref-
ace to the Canonical Epistles, saying that the
holy Virgin, when she conceived the divine
Word in her womb, and brought him forth,
obtained the half of the kingdom of God by be-
coming queen of mercy, Jesus Christ remaining
king of justice.}

The eternal Father constituted Jesus Christ
king of justice, and therefore made him the
universal judge of the world; hence the prophet
sang: “Give to the king thy judgment, Oh
God; and to the king’s son thy justice.”] Here
a learned interpreter takes up the subject, and
says: Oh Lord, thou hast given to thy Son thy
justice, because thou hast given to the mother
of the king thy mercy.§ And St. Bonaventure
happily varies the passage above quoted by say-
ing: Give to the king thy judgment, Oh God,
and to his mother thy mercy.| Ernest, Arch-
bishop of Prague, also says, that the eternal
Father has given to the Son the office of judging
and punishing, and to the mother the office of

* Regnum Dei consistit in'potestate et misericordia; potestate Deo
remanente, cesgit quodammodo misericordiee pars matri regnanti.
Psal. iii, Tr. 4th, S. Magn.

1+ Quando filium Dei in utero concepit, et post modum peperit,
dimidiam partem regni Dei impetravit, ut ipsa sit regina misericordiz,

at Christus est rex justitie.

1 Deus judicium tuum regi.da; et justitiam tuam filio regis. Psal.
Ixxi. 2.

§ Quia misericordiam tnam dedisti Matri Regis.

| Deus judicium tuum regi da, et misericordiam tuam matrl
sjus,
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compassionating and relieving the wretched.*
Therefore the Prophet David predicted that
God himself, if I may thus express it, would
consecrate Mary queen of mercy, anointing her
with the oil of gladness,} in order that all of us
miserable children of Adam might rejoice in the
thought of having in heaven that great queen,
go full of the unction of mercy and pity for us;
as St. Bonaventure says: Oh Mary, so full of
the unction of mercy and the oil of pity, that
God has anointed thee with the oil of gladness!f

And how well does blessed Albertus Magnus
here apply the history of Queen Esther, who
was indeed a type of Our Queen Mary! We
read in the 4th chap. of the Book of Esther, that
in the reign of King Assuerus, there went forth,
throughout his kingdom, a decree commanding
the death of all the Jews. Then Mardochai
who was one of the condemned, committed their
cause to Esther, that she might intercede with
the king to obtain the revocation of the sentence.
At first Esther refused to take upon herself
this office, fearing that it would excite the an-
ger of the king more. But Mardochai rebuked
her, and bade her remember that she must not
think of saving herself alone, as the Lord had
placed her upon the throne to obtain salvation
for all the Jews: “Think not that thou mayest

* Pater omne judicium dedit filio, et omne officium misericordim
dedit matri,

t Unxit te Deus oleo lxtitize. Psal. xliv. 8.

1 Maria, plena unctione misericordiz et oleo pictatis; proptevea
unxit te Deus oleo letitiee. In spec. cap. 7.
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save thy life only, because thou art in the king’s
house, more than all the Jews.” * Thus said
Mardochai to Queen Esther, and thus might we
poor sinners say to our Queen Mary, if she were
ever reluctant to intercede with God for our de-
liverance from the just punishment of our sins,
Think not that thou mayest save thy life only,
because thou art in the king’s house, more than
all men, Think not, oh Lady, that God has ex-
alted thee to be queen of the world, only to se-
cure thy own welfare; but also that thou, being
so greatly elevated, mayest the more compassion-
ate and the better relieve us miserable sinners.
Assuerus, when he saw Esther before him, af-
fectionately inquired of her what she had come
to ask of him: “What is thy petition?” Then
the queen answered, ‘‘If I have found favor in
thy sight, oh king, give me my people for which
Irequest.” t+ Assuerus heard her, and imme-
diately ordered the sentence to be revoked.
Now, if Assuerus granted to Esther, because
he loved her, the salvation of the Jews, will not
God graciously listen to Mary, in his boundless
love for her, when she prays to him for those
poor sinners who recommend themselves to her
andsays to him:If I have found favor in thy sight,
oh King, my King andmy God, if I have ever
found favor with Thee (and well does the die

* Ne puates quod animam tuam tantum Hberes, quia iu domo regis
e8 pr= cunctis Judeeis. Esth. iv. 15.

* Qus est petitio tua? Si inveni gratiam ia oculls tuis o rex, dons
mihi popnlum meum, pre quo ebseere.
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vine mother know herself to be the blessed, the
fortunate, the only one of the children of men
who found the grace lost by man; she knows
herself to be the beloved of her Lord, more be-
loved than all the saints and angels united), give
me my people for which I request: if thou lovest
me, she says to him, give me, oh my Lord, these
sinners in whose behalf I entreat Thee. Is it
possible that God will not graciously hear her?
Is there any one who does not know the pow-
er of Mary’s prayers with God? The law of
clemency is on her tongue. ¥ Every prayer of
hers is asa law established by our Lord, that
mercy shall be exercised towards those for whom
Mary intercedes. St. Bernard asks, Why does
the Church name Mary Queen of Mercy ? and
answers, Because we believe that she opens the
depths of the mercy of God, to whom she will,
when she will, and as she will; so that not
even the vilest sinner is lost, if Mary protects
him, }

But it may, perhaps, be feared that Mary dis-
dains interposing in behalf of some sinners, be-
cause she finds them so laden with sins? Per-
hapsthe majesty and sanctity of this great queen
should alarm us? No, says St. Gregory, in pro-
portion toher greatness and holiness are her clem-
ency and mercy towards sinners who desire to

*Lex clementiz in lingua ejus. Prov. xxxi. 26.

4Quod divinge pietatis abyssum cui vult, quando vult et quomode
vult, credituraperire; ut nemo tam enormis peccator pereat, cui sance
ta sanctorum pratrocinii suffragia preestat. In Salve Regina,
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amend, and who have recourse to her.* Kings
and queens inspire terror by the display of their
majesty, and their subjects fear to enter their
presence; but what fear, says St. Bernard, can
the wretched have of going to thisqueen of mercy
since she never shows herself terrible or aus-
tere to those who seek her, but all sweetness and
kindness?t Mary not only gives, but she her-
self presents to us milk and wool: the milk of
mercy to inspire us with confidence, and wool to
shield us from the thunderbolts of divine justice!

Suetonius narrates of the Emperor Titus, that
he never could refuse a favor to any one who
asked it, and that he even sometimes promised
more than he could perform; and he answered to
one who admonished him of this, that a prince
should not dismiss any one from his presence dis-
satisfied, Titus said this, but, in reality, was
perhaps often either guilty of falsehood, or fail.
ed in his promises. But our queen cannot lie,
and can obtain whatever she wishes for her de-
voted servants, She has a heart so kind and
compassionate, says Blosius, that she cannot
send away dissatisfied any one who invokes her
aid.} But, as St. Bernard says, how couldst
thou, oh Mary, refuse succor to the wretched,
when thou art queen of mercy? and who are the

* Maria quanto altior et sanctior, tanto clementior et dulcior cirea
conversos peccatores, Lib. 1, ep. 47,

+ Quid ad Mariam accedere trepidat humana fragilitas? Nihil
aunsterum in ea, nihil terribile; tota suavis est, omnibus offerens lae

etlanam. Super Sign. Magn.
$ Ita benigna est, ut neminem tristem redire sinat. Lib. 4, c. 12,
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subjects of mercy, if not the miserable? Thouart
the queen of mercy, and I the most miserable of
all sinners; if I, then, am the first of thy sub-
jeets, ther: thou shouldst have more care of me
than of all others.*

Have pity on us, then, oh queen of mercy,
and give heed to our salvation; neither say to us,
oh most holy Virgin, as St. Gregory of Nico-
media would add, that thou canst not aid us be-
cause of the multitude of our sins, when thou
hast such power and pity that no number of
sins can ever surpass it! Nothing resists thy
power, since thy Creator and ours, while he hon-
ors thee as his mother, considers thy glory as
his own, and exulting in it, as a Son, grants thy
petitions as if he were discharging an obliga-
tion,t By this he means to say, that though
Mary is under an infinite obligation to her Son
for having elected her to be his mother yet it
cannot be denied that the Son also is greatly in-
debted to his mother for having given him his
human nature; whence Jesus, as if to recompense
Mary as he ought, while he enjoys this his
glory, honors her especially by always gracious-
ly listening to her prayers,

How great then should be our confidence in

* T es regina misericordie, et ego miserrimus peccator, subdi-
forum maximus. Rege nos ergo, o regina misericordiz. In Salv.
Reg,

+ Habes vires iusuperabiles, ne clementiam tnam superet multi-
tudo peccatorum. Nihil tu resistet potentize; tuam enim gloriam
reator existimat esse propriam, et filius in ea exultans, quasi es>
solvens debitum, implet petitiones tuas. Or. de exitu, R. V.
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this queen, knowing how powerful she is with
God, and at the same time how rich and full of
mercy; so much so that there is no one on earth
who does not share in the mercies and favors of
Mary! This the blessed Virgin herself reveal-
ed to St. Bridget: “I am, ” she said to her, “the
queen of heaven and the mother of mercy; I am
the joy of the just, and the gate of entrance for
sinners to God; neither is there living on earth a
sinner who is so accursed that he is deprived of
my compassion; for every one, if hereceives noth-
ing else through my intercession, receives the
grace of being less tempted by evil spirits than
he otherwise would be;no one, therefore,” she
added, “who is not entirely accursed” (by which
is meant the final and irrevocable malediction pro-
nounced against the damned), “is so entirely cast
off by God that he may not return and enjoy
his mercy if he invokes my aid. Iam called by
* all the mother of merey, and truly the mercy of
God towards men has made me so merciful tow-
ards them.” And then she concluded by say-
ing,* Therefore he shall be miserable, and for-
ever miserable in anotherlife, who in this, being
able, does not have recourse to me, who am
8o compassionate to all, and so earnestly desire
to aid sinners,”’*

* Egoregina ceeli; ego mater misericordi®e; ego justornm gandium
et aditus peccatorum ad Deum. Nullus est adeo maledictus, qui
quamdiu vivil careat misericordia mea; quia propter ne levius
tentatur a deemonibus, quam alias tentaretur. Nullus est ita abjectus
a Deo. nisi fuerit omnino maledictus, qui s me invocaverit, non
revertatur ad Denm, ev babiturus. sit misericordiam. Ego vocor ab
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Let us then have recourse, let us always have
recourse to this most sweet queen, if we would
be sure of our salvation; and if the sight of our
sins terrifies and disheartens us, let us remem-
ber that Mary was made queen of mercy for this
very end, that she might save by her protection
the greatest and most abandoned sinners who
have recourse to her. They are to be her crown
in heaven, as her divine spouse has said: “Come
from Libanus, my spouse, come from Libanus,
come; thou shalt be crowned from the dens of
the lions, from the mountains of the leopards.”
And what are these dens of wild beasts and
monsters, if not miserable sinners, whose souls
become dens of sins, the most deformed mon-
sters? Now, by these same sinners, as Rupert,
the abbot, remarks, who are saved by thy means,
oh great Queen Mary, thou wilt be crowned in
heaven; for their salvation will be thy crown, a
crown indeed worthy and fit for a queen of
mercy;t and let the following example illustrate
this.

EXAMPLE.

We read in the life of sister Catherine, an
Augustinian nun, that in the place where that
servant of God lived, there lived also a woman

omnibug mater misericordiz, et vere misericordia illius misericordem
me fecit. Ideo miser erit qui ad misericordem, cum possit, non
accedit. Rev. Lib. 1, cap. 6.

* Veni de Libano, sponsa mea,veni de Libano, veni; coronaberis
« « « . de cubilibus leonum, de montibus pardorum. Cant.4.8.

+ De talium leonem cubiculis tu coronaberis, Eorum salus
eorona tua erit. Rup. Vid. 1. 3., in Cant.
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named Mary, who, in her youth, was a siuner,
and obstinately persevered in her evil courses,
even to extreme old age, For this she was
banished by her fellow-citizens, forced to live
in a cave beyond the limits of the place, and
died in a state of loathsome corruption, aban-
doned by all, and without the sacraments; and
on this account was buried in a field, like a
beast. Now sister Catherine, who was accustom-
ed to recommend very affectionately to God the
souls of those who had departed this life, after
learning the miserable death of this poor old
woman, did not think of praying for her, as she
and every one else believed her already among
the damned. Four years having past, a soul
from purgatory one day appeared to her, and
said, “Sister Catherine, how unhappy is my fate!
you commend to God the souls of all those who
die, and for my soul alone you have had no
pity.” “And who are you?” said the servant
of God. “I am,” answered she, “that poor
Mary who died in the cave.” “How! are you
saved?” exclaimed sister Catherine. “Yes, I am
saved,” she said, “by the mercy of the Virgin
Mary.” “And how?* “When I saw death '
drawing near, finding myself laden with sins,
and abandoned by all, T turned to the mother
of God and said to her, Lady, thou art the ref-
uge of the abandoned, behold me at this hour
deserted by all; thou art my only hope, thou
alone canst help me; have pity on me. The
boly Virgin obtained for me the grace of,
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making an act of contrition; I died and am saved,
and my queen has also obtained for me the
grace that my pains should be abridged, and
that I should, by suffering intensely for a short
time, pass through that purification which
otherwise would have lasted many years. A
few masses only are needed to obtain my release
from purgatory. I pray thee cause them to be
offered for me, and I promise to pray God and
Mary for thee.” Sister Catherine immediately
caused those masses to be said for her, and
that soul, after a few days, appeared to her
again, more brilliant than the sun, and said to
her, “I thank thee, sister Catherine: behold I
am now going to paradise to sing the mercy of
God and pray for thee,”

PRAYER.

Oh Mother of my God and my Lady Mary,
as a poor wounded and loathsome wretch pre-
sents himself to a great queen, I present my-
self to thee, who art the queen of heaven and
earth. From the lofty throne on which
thou art seated, do not disdain, I pray thee, to
cast thy eye upon me, a poor sinner. God hath
made thee so richin order that thou mayest suc-
cor the needy, and hath made thee queen of
mercy that thou mayest help the miserable, look
upon me, then, and have pity on me, Look upon
me, and do not leave me until thou hast changed
me from a sinner into a saint. I see Imerit noth-



38 6LORIES OF MARY.

ing, or rather I merit for my ingratitude tobe
deprived of all the graces which, by thy means,
I have received from the Lord. But thou, who
art the mother of mercy, dost not require merits,
but miseries, thatthou mayestsuccor those who
are in need; and who is more poor and more
needy than I?

Oh glorious Virgin, I know that thou, being
queen of the universe, art also my queen; and I,
ina more especial manner, would dedicate my-
self to thy service: that thou mayest dispose of
me as seemeth best to thee. Therefore Isay to
thee with St. Bonaventure, Oh, Lady, I submit
myself to thy control, that thou mayest rule and
govern me entirely. Do not leave me to
myself.* Rule me, oh my queen, and do not
leave me to myself. Command me, employ me
as thou wilt, and punish me if I do not obey
thee, for very salutary will be the punishments
that come from thy hand. I would esteem it a
greater thing to be thy servant than Lord of
the whole earth. Thine I am, save melt Ac-
cept me, oh Mary, for thy own and attend to
my salvation,as I am thine own. Ino longer will
be my own, I give myself to thee. And if
hitherto I have so poorly served thee, having
lost so many good occasions of honoring thee,
for the time to come I will unite myself to thy
most loving and most faithful servants. No one

* Domina, me tuz dominationi volo committere, ut'me plenarie re-
gas et gubernes. Non mihime relinquas.
4 Tuus sum ego, salvum me fac.
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from this time henceforth shall surpass me in
honoring and loving thee, my most lovely
queen. This I promise, and I hope to perform
with thy assistance. Amen.”

SECTION IIL

HOW MUCH GREATER SHOULD BE OUR CONFIDENCE IN
MARY BECAUSE SHE IS OUR MOTHER.

Not by chance, nor in vain, do the servants of
Mary call her mother, and it would seem that
they cannot invoke her by any other name, and
are never weary of calling her mother; mother,
indeed, for she is truly our mother, not accord-
ing to the flesh, but the spiritual mother of our
souls and of our salvation. Sin, when it de-
prived our souls of divine grace, also deprived
them of life. Hence, when they were dead in
misery and sin, Jesus our Redeemer came with
an excess of mercy and love to restore to us, by
his death upon the cross, that lost life, as he has
himself declared: “I am come that they may have
life, and may have it more abundantly.”*
More abundantly, because, as the theologians
teach us, Jesus Christ by his redemption
brought us blessings greater than the injury
Adam inflicted upon us by his sinj he reconciled
us to God, and thus became the father of our
souls, under the mew law of grace, as the

* Veni, ut vitam, habeant et abundantius habeant. Joab,
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prophet Isaiah predicted: “The Father of the
world to come, the Prince of peace.”* But if
Jesus is the father of our souls, Mary is the
mother; for, in giving us Jesus, she gave us the
true life; and offering upon Calvary the life of
her Son for our salvation, she then brought us
forth to the life of divine grace.

At two different times, then as the holy Fathers
show us, Mary became our spiritual mother; the
first when she was found worthy of conceiving
in her virginal womb the Son of God, as the
blessed Albertus Magnus says.

St. Bernardine of Sienna more distinctly teach-
esus that when the most holy Virgin, on the an-
nunciation of the angel, gave her consent to be-
come mother of the eternal Word, which he
awaited before making himself her Son, she by
this consent even from that time demanded of
God, with lively affection, our salvation; and
she was so earnestly engaged in obtaining it,
that from that time she has borne us, as it were,
in her womb, as a most loving mother.}

St. Luke says, speaking of the birth of our
Saviour, that Mary “brought forth her first-born
son.”’f Therefore, says a certain writer, if the
evangelist affirms that Mary brought forth her

first-born, is it to be supposed that she afterwards

* Pater futuri seeculi, princeps pacis. Isa. ix. 6.

t+ Virgo per hunc consensum in incarnatione filii omninm salutem
vigorosissime expetiit et procuravit; et omnium salvationi per hune
consensum se dedicavit, ita ut ex tunc omnes in suis viscesibus
bajulat, tanquam verissima mater filios suos. Tr.de B, V. serm. 6.

¢ Peperit filium suum primogenitum. Lue¢. cap. il 7.



GLORIES OF MARY, 41

had othet children? But the same author adds; If
it is of faith that Mary had no other children ac-
cording to the flesh except Jesus, then she must
have other spiritual children, and these we are.*
Our Lord revealed this to St. Gertrude, who,
reading one day the passage of the Gospel just
quoted, was troubled, not knowing how to un-
derstand it, that Mary being mother of Jesus
Christ alone, it could be said that he was bher
first-born. And God explained it to her, by tell-
ing her that Jesus was her first-born according
to the flesh, but men were her second-born ac-
cording to the spirit,

And this explains what is said of Mary in
the holy Canticles: “Thy belly is as a heap of
wheat, set about with lilies.”’t St. Ambrose ex-
plains this and says: Although in the pure womb
of Mary there was only one grain of wheat, which
was Jesus Christ, yet itis called a heap of grain,
because in that one grain were contained all the
elect, of whom Mary was to be the mother.}
Hence, William the Abbot wrote, Mary, in
bringing forth Jesus, who is our Saviour and
our life, brought forth all of us to life and salva-
tion.§

* Si primogenitus, ergo alil filit secuti sunt secundogeniti? Car
nales nullos habet B. Virgo, praeter Christum; ergo spirituales habead
necesse est.

+ Venter tuus sicnt acervus triticl, vallatus liliis. Cant. vii, 2.
$ Unum granam frumenti fuit in atero Virginis, Christus Dominus;

tos continet, ut ipse sit primogenitus in multis fratribus. De Instit.
Virg.
. § In illo uno fructu, in uno salvatore omnium Jesu pjurimos Maria
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The second time in which Mary brought us
forth to grace was, when on Calvary, she offer-
ed to the eternal Father with so much sorrow of
heart the life of her beloved Son for our salva-
tion. Wherefore, St. Augustine asserts, that,
having then co-operated by her love with Christ
in the birth of the faithful to the life of grace,
she became also by this co-operation the spirit-
ual mother of us all, who are members of our
head, Jesus Christ.* Thisis also the meaning
of what is said of the blessed Virgin in the
sacred Canticles: “They have made me the
keeper in the vineyards; my vineyard I have not
kept.”’t Mary, to save our souls, was willing to
sacrifice the life of her Son,t as William the Ab-
bot remarks, And who was the soul of Mary, but
her Jesus, who was her life and all her love?
Wherefore St. Simeon announced to her that
her soul weuld one day be pierced by a sword of
sorrow ;3 which was the very spear that pierced
the side of Jesus, who was the soul of Mary.
And then she in her sorrow brought us forth to
eternal life; so that we may all call ourselves
children of the dolors of Mary. She, our most
loving mother, was always and wholly united to

peperit ad salutern. Pariendo vitam, multos peperitad vitam. Ia
Cant. iv. 13,

* Illa spiritu mater est membrorum salvatoris, quia cooperata est
charitate, ut fideles in ecciesia nascerentur. De Virg. cap. 6.

+ Posuit me custodem in vineig; vineam meam non custodivi. Cant,
1 5.

1 Ut muitas animas salvas faceret, animam suam morti exposuit.

§ Et tuam ipsius animam deloris gladins pertransibit. Lue. ii.
8.
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the divine will; whence St. Bonaventure remarks,
that when she saw the love of the eternal
Father for men, who would have his Son die for
our salvation, and the love of the Son in wishing
to die for us, she too, with her whole will, offer-
ed her Son and consented that he should die
that we might be saved, in order to conform
herself to that exceeding love of the Father and
Son for the human race.*

It is true that, in dying for the redemption of
the world, Jesus wished to be alone. I have
trodden the wine-press alone,t “Torcular calcavi
solus.” But when God saw the great desire of
Mary todevote herself also to the salvation of men,
he ordained that by the sacrifice and offering of
the life of this same Jesus, she might co-operate
with him in the work of our salvation, and thus
become mother of our souls, And this our
Saviour signified, when, before expiring, he saw
from the cross his mother and the disciple St.
John both standing near him, and first spoke to
Mary: Behold tny son, “Ecce filius tuus;’} as
if he said to her:; Behold the man who, by the of-
fering thou hast made of my life for his salva-
tion, is already born to grace, And then turn.
ing to the disciple, he said: Behold thy mother,
“Ecce mater tua.”§ By which words, says St.

* Nullo modo dubitandum est, quia Marie animus volut etiam
tradere filinm suum pro salute generis humani, vt mater per omnia
conformis fieret Patri et Filio.

+ Isa. Ixiii, 8.

$ Joan. xix. 26.

§ Deinde dicit discipulo: Ecce mater taa, Joan xix. 97,
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Bernardine of Sienna, Mary was then made
mother not only of St. John, but of all
men, for the love she bore them. * On this ac-
count, as Silveira observes, St. John himself,
when recording this fact in his Gospel, wrote,
“After that he said to the disciple: “Behold
thy mother.”’t Let it be remarked that Jesus
Christ did not say this to Joln, but to the dis-
eiple, to signify that the Saviour appointed
Mary for common mother of all those who, be-
ing Christians, bear the name of his disciples.}

I am the mother of fair love,§ “Ego sum
mater pulchre dilectionis,” said Mary; because
her love, as an author remarks, which renders
the souls of men beautiful in the eye of God,
prompts her, as a loving mother, to receive
us for her children.] And as a mother loves
her children, and watches over their welfare, so
thou, oh our most sweet queen, lovest us, and
dost procure our happiness, says St. Bonaven-
ture.q

Oh, happy those who live under the protection
of a mother so loving and so powerful! The
prophet David, although Mary was not yet

* In Joanne intelligimus omnes, quorum B. Virgo per dilectionem
facta est mater. Tom 1, Serm. 55,

+ Deinde dicit discipulo; Ecce mater tua. Joan. xix. 27.

$ Joanne est nomen particulare, discipulus commune, ut denoto-
tur quod Maria omnibus detur in matrem.

§ Ego sum mater pulchrz dilectionis. Eccli. xxiv. 24.

1 Quia tota es amor erga nos, quos in filios recepit. Paciacch.
deB. V.

4 Nonne plus sine comparatione nos diligis, ac boua nostra pre-
euras, quam mater carnalis?
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born, besought of God salvation, by dedicating
himself to Mary as her son, and thus prayed:
“Save the son of thy handmaid.”* Whose
handmaid?” asks St. Augustine,t “she who says:
Behold the handmaid of the Lord.”{ And who,
says Cardinal Bellarmine, who would dare to
snatch these children from the bosom of Mary,
where they have taken refuge from their ene-
mies? What fury of hell or of passion can
conquer them, if they place their trust in the
protection of this great mother?§ It is narrat-
ed of the whale, that when she sees her young
in peril, from the tempest or their pursuers, she
opens her mouth and receives them into her
bowels. Just so, says Novarino, does this com-
passionate mother of the faithful, when the
tempest of the passions is raging. She then,
with maternal affection, protects them as it were
in her bowels, and continues to shelter them un-
til she has placed them in the secure haven of
paradise.] Oh, most loving mother! Oh, most
compassionate mother, be ever Dblessed!
and may that God be ever blessed, who
has given us thee as a mother, and as a secure
refuge in all the dangers of thislife. The bless-

* Salvam fac filinm ancillze toe. Psal. 1xxxv. 16.

t Cujus ancille?

% Que dit; Ecce ancilla Domini. In Psal. lxxxv.

§ Quam bene nobis erit sub praesidio tante matris? Quis detra-
here audebit de sinu ejus ? Quee nos tentatio, aut turbatio superare

poterit confidentes in patrocinio matris Dei et nostrz Bell. de sept

verb.
} Fidelium piissima mater, furente tentationum tempestate, mater-

no affectu eos, velut intra viscera propria receptos protegit, dones
in beatum portum reponat. V. cap. 14, exc. 8l.
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ed Virgin herself revealed this to St. Bridget,
saying: “As a mother who sees her son exposed
to the sword of the enemy, makes every effort
to save him, thus do I, and will I ever do for
my children, sinful though they be, if they come
to me for help.”* Behold, then, how in every
battle with hell we shallalways conquer, and cer-
tainly conquer, if we have recourse to the mother
of God and our mother, always repeating: “We
fly to thy protection, oh holy mother of God;
we fly to thy protection, oh holy mother of
God.”t  Oh, how many victories have the
faithful obtained over hell, by having recourse
to Mary with this short but powerful prayer!
That great servant of God, Sister Mary of the
Crucifixion, a Benedictine nun, by this means
always conquered the evil spirits.

Be joyful then, all ye children of Mary; re-
member that she adopts as her children all those
who wish her for their mother. Joyful;for what
fear have you of being lost when this mother
defends and protects you? Thus says St. Bona-
venture: Every one who loves this good mother
and trusts in her protection, should take cour-
age and repeat: What do you fear, oh my soul?
The cause of thy eternal salvation will not be
lost, as the final sentence depends upon Jesus,
who is thy brother, and upon Mary who is thy

* Ita ego facio, et faciam omnibus peccatoribus misericordiam
meam potentibus, Lib. 4, c. 38.

+ Sub teum presidium confugimus, sancta Dei genetrix.
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mother.* And St, Anselm full of joy at this
thought, exclaims, in order to encourage us:
Oh, blessed confidence! Oh, secure refuge!
The mother of God is my mother also. With
what certainty may we hope, since our salvation
depends upon the sentence of a good brother
and of a kind mother!f Hear, then, our mother
who calls us, and says to us; “Whosoever is a
little one, let him come to me.”} Little chil-
dren have always on their lips the word moth-
er, and in all the dangers to which they are ex-
posed, and in all their fears, they cry mother,
Ah, most sweet Mary! Ah, most loving moth-
er ! this is exactly what thou dost desire;
that we become little children, and always
call upon thee in our dangers,and always have re-
course to thee, for thou wishest to aid and save
us, as thou hast saved all thy children who have
had recourse to thee.

* Dic, anima mea, cum magna fiducia: Exultabo et letabor, quia
quicquid judicabitur de me pendet ex sententia fratris et matris
mese.,

t Oh beata fiducia, oh tutum refugium! Mater Dei est mater mea.
Qua certitndine igitur debemus sperare, quoniam salus de boni
fratris et piee matris pendet arbitrio! In Depr. ad. V.

1 8Si quis est parvulus, veniat ad me. Prov. ix. 4.

EXAMPLE.

In the history of the foundations of the Com-
pany of Jesus, in the kingdom of Naples, is re-
lated the following story of a noble youth of
Scotland, named William Elphinstone. He was
‘arelation of King James. Born a heretic, he
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followed the false sect to which he belonged;
but enlightened by divine grace, which showed
him his errors, he went to France, where, with
the assistance of a good Jesuit father, who was
like himself a Scotchman, and still more by the
intercession of the blessed Virgin, he at length
saw the truth, abjured heresy, and became a
Catholic. He went afterwards to Rome, where
a friend of his found him one day very much
afflicted, and weeping. He asked him the cause,
and he answered, that in the night his mother
had appeared to him and said: “My son, it is
well for thee that thou hast entered the true
Church; I am already lost, because I died in her-
esy.” From that time he became more fervent
in his devotion to Mary, chose her for his moth-
er, and by her was inspired to become a re-
ligious. He made a vow to do so, but being ill,
he went to Naples to restore his health by a
change of air. But the Lord ordered it so that
he should die in Naples, and die a religious; for,
having become dangerously ill soon after his
arrival there, he by prayers and tears obtained
from the superiors admittance, and when about
receiving the viaticum, he made his vowsin pres-
ence of the blessed sacrament, and was enrolled
in the society. After this, in the tenderness of
his feelings, he gave thanks to his mother Mary
for having rescued him from heresy, and brought
him to die in the true Church, and in a religious
house in the midst of his brethren. Therefore,
he exclaimed: “Oh! how glorious it is to die in
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the midst of so many angels!” Being exhorted
to take a little rest, he answered: ‘“Ah, this is
not the time to rest when the end of my life is
drawing near.” Before dying, he said to the
persons present: “Brethren, do you not see the
angels of heaven around me?” One of the
religious having heard him murmuring some-
thing to himself, asked him what he had said.
He answered, that his angel-guardian had re-
vealed to him that he should be in purgatory but
a short time, and would soon enter paradise.
Then he began again to talk with his sweet
mother Mary, and repeating the word, mother,
mother, he tranquilly expired, like a child falling
asleep inthe arms of its mother. Soon after, it
was revealed to a devout religious that he had
already entered paradise.

PRAYER,

Oh, my most holy mother, how is it possible
that, having so holy a mother, I should be so
wicked? A mother so inflamed with love to
God, and that I should so love creatures? A
mother so rich in virtue, and that I should be so
poor? Oh, my most amiable mother! I no long-"
er deserve, it is true, to be thy son, because by
my bad life I have rendered myself unworthy.
I am content if thou wilt accept me as thy ser-
vant, I am ready to renounce all the kingdoms
of the earth, to be admitted among the lowest
of thy servants, Yes, I am content, but do not
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forbid me to call thee my mother, This name
wholly consoles me, melts me, and reminds me
of my obligation to love thee. This name en-
courages me to confide in thee, When I am the
most terrified at the thought of my sins and of
the divine justice, I feel myself comforted by
the remembrance that thou art my mother,
Permit mz, then, to call thee my mother, my
sweetest mother. Thus I call thee, and thus I
will ever call thee, Thou, next to God, shalt al-
ways be my hope, my refuge, and my love, in
this valley of tears. And thus I hope to die,
commending my soul, at the last moment, into
thy sacred hands, saying: “My mother, my
mother Mary, help me, have pity on me.”
Amen,

SECTION III.
HOW GREAT IS THE LOVE OF OUR MOTHER FOR US.

Ir, then, Mary is our mother, let us consider
how much she loves us, The love of parents for
their childrenis a necessary love, and for this
reason, as St, Thomas observes,* children are
commanded in the divine law to love their par-
ents; but there is no command, on the other
hand, given to parents to love their children,
for love towards one’s own offspring is a love
so deeply planted in the heart by nature her-

* Opusc. 60, cap. ¢
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self, that even the wild beasts, as St. Ambrose
says, never fail to love their young.* It is said
that even tigers, hearing the ery of their whelps
when they are taken by the hunters, will plunge
into the sea to swim after the vessels where they
are confined, If, then, says our most loving
mother Mary, even tigers cannot forget their
young, how can I forget to love you, my chil-
dren? And, she adds, even if it should happen
that a mother could forget her child, it is not
possible that I can forget a soul which is my
child.t

Mary is our mother, not according to the
flesh, but by love: “I am the mother of fair
love.”} Hence she becomes our mother only on
account of the love she bears us; and she glories,
says a certain author, in being the mother of
love; because, having taken us for her children,
she is all love towards us.§ Who can describe
the love of Mary for us miserable creatures?
Arnold of Carnotensis says that, at the death of
Jesus Christ, she ardently desired to die with
her Son for our sake,| So that, as St. Ambrose
adds, when her Son hung dying on the cross,

* Natura hoc bestils infundit, ut catulos parvulos ament. Lib. 6,
Exa. c. 4.

+ Nungquid oblivisci potest mulier infantem suum, ut non miserea-
tur filio uteri sui? Et si illa oblita fuerit ego tamen non obliviscar
tul. Isa. xlix.15.

$ Ego mater pulchre dilectionis. Eccl. xxiv, 24.

§ Se dilectionis esse matrem gloriatur, quia tota est amor erga nos,
quos in filios recepit.  Paciucch.

| Flagrabat Virgo mstnante charitate incensa, ut pro humanl gens
oris salute simul cum prole profunderet vitam. Tract de. Verb, Dom,
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Mary offered herself to his murderers, that she
might give her life for us.*

But let us consider the reasons of this love, for
thus we shall better understand how this good
mother loves us. The first reason of the great
love that Mary bears to men, is the great love
she bears to God. Love to God and man is con-
tained in the same precept, as St. John has writ-
ten: “This commandment we have from God, that
be who loveth God, love also his brother;’t so
that one increases as the other increases. Hence
what have the saints not done for love of the
neighbor, because they have loved God so much?
They have gone so far as to expose and lose
liberty and even life for his salvation. Let us
read what St, Francis Xavier did in India, where,
for the sake of the souls of those barbarians, he
climbed mountains, and exposed himself to in-
numerable dangers to find those wretched beings,
in the caverns where they dwelt like wild beasts,
and to lead them to God. St. Francis de Sales,
to convert the heretics of the province of Chab-
lais, risked his life by crossing a river every day
for a year, on his hands and knees, upon a fro-
zen beam, that he might go to the other side to
preach to those stubborn men. St. Paulinus be-
came a slave, to obtain liberty for the son of a
poor widow. St. Fidelis, to bring the heretics of a

* Pendebat in cruce filius, mater persecutoribus se offerebat. De
Inst. Virg. c. 7.

+ Hoc mandatum habemus a Deo, ut qui diligit Deum, diligat ¢§
fratrem suum. 1 Joan. iv. 21,
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.Brtain place back to God, willingly consented,
in preaching to them, to lose his life. The
saints, then, because they have loved God so
much, have done much for love of the neighbor.
But who has loved God more than Mary? She
loved God more, in the first moment of her life,
than all the saints and angels have loved him
in the whole course of theirs; as we shall con-
sider at length, when we speak of the virtues of
Mary. She herself revealed to sister Mary of
the Crucifixion,* that the fire of love with which
she burned for God was so great, that it would
in a moment inflame heaven and earth; and that,
in comparison to it, all the flames of the burn-
ing love of the seraphim were as cool breezes.
Therefore, as there is none among the blessed
spirits who loves God more than Mary; so there
is, and can be none, except God, who loves us
more than this our most loving mother. If the
love of all mothers for their children, of all hus-
bands for their wives, and of all saints and angels
for their devoted servants, were united, it would
not be so great as the love that Mary bears to
one soul alone. Father Nierembergh says that
the love which all mothers have borne to their
children is a shadow when compared with the
love which Mary bears to any one of us. Truly
she alone loves us more, he adds, than all the
angels and saints united.

Moreover, our mother loves us much, because

¢ Vita, Lib, 2, cap. 5.
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we have been commended to her as children by her
beloved Jesus, when, before expiring, he said to
her: “Woman, bebold thy son;”* signifying by
the person of John, all men, as we have be.
fore remarked. These were the last words of
her Son to her. The last remembrances ieft by
beloved friends at the moment of their death
are greatly valued, and the memory of them is
never lost. Moreover, we are children extreme-
ly dear to Mary, because we cost her so much
suffering. Those children are much dearer to a
mother whose lives she has preserved;—we are
those children, for whom, that we may have the
life of grace, Mary suffered the pain of sacrific-
ing the dear life of her Jesus; submitting, for our
sake, to see himn die before her eyes in cruel tor-
ments, By this great offering of Mary we were
then born to the life of divine grace. So, then,
we are children very dear to her, because we
were redeemed at such a cost of suffering, Aec-
cordingly, as weread of the love which the eter-
nal Father has manifested for men by giving his
own Son to death for us, “God so loved the world
as to give his only-begotten Son:"’t as St. Bonaven.
ture remarks, it may be said of Mary also, thaf
she so loved us as to give her only-begotten
Sen. And when did she give him to us? She
gave him to us, says Father Nieremberg, when
first she consented to his death; she gave him to

* Mulier ecce filius tuus.

+ “Sic Deus dilexit mundum, ut filium suum unigenitum daret.”
Joan. 1i. 16.

{ Sic Maria dilexit nos, ut filium suum unigenitum daret.
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us, when others deserted him through hatred or
through fear, and she alone could have defended,
before the judges, the life of her Son. We can
easily believe that the words of so wise and ten-
der a mother would bave had a great power, at
least with Pilate, to induce bim to abstain from
condemning to death a man whom he knew and
declared innocent, But no, Mary would not ut-
ter even one word in favor of her Son, to pre-
vent his death, upon which our salvation depend-
ed; finally, she gave him to us again at the foot
of the cross, in those three hours when she was
witnessing his death; because then, at every
moment, she was offering up for us his life, with
the deepest grief, and the greatest love for us, at
the cost of great trouble and suffering, and with
such firmness, that if executioners had been want-
ing, as St. Anselm and St. Antoninus tell us, she
herself would have crucified him in obedience to
the will of the Father, who had decreed he
should die for our salvation. And if Abraham
showed a similar fortitude in consenting to
gacrifice his son with his own hands, we must
believe that Mary would certainly have done
the same, with more resolution, as she was
holier, and more obedient than Abraham,
But to return to our subject. How grateful
should we be to Mary, for an act of so much
love! for the sacrifice she made of the life of
her Son, in the midst of so much anguish, to ob-
tain salvation for us all!l The Lord, indeed, re-
warded Abraham for the sacrifice he was pre-
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pared to make to him of Lis son Isaac; but what
can we render to Mary for the life of her Jesus,
as she has given us a Son more noble and belov-
ed than the son of Abraham? Thislove of Mary,
says St, Bonaventure, greatly obliges us to love
her, seeing that she has loved us more than any
other created being loves us, since she has given
for us her only Son, whom she loved more than
herself *

And from this follows another reason why we
are so much beloved by Mary: because she knows
that we have been purchased by the death of
Jesus Christ, If a mother should see a servant
redeemed by a beloved son of hers, by twenty
years of imprisonment and suffering, for this rea-
son alone how much would she esteem that ser-
vant! Mary well knows that her Son came upon
earth solely to save us miserable sinners, as he
himself declared: “I have come to save what
waslost.”t And to save us he has consented to
lay down his life for us: ‘“Becoming obedient
unto death.”} If Mary, theu, had little love
for us, she would slightly value the blood of her
Son, which was she price of our salvation. It
was revealed to St. Elizabeth, the nun, that
Mary, from the time she was in the temple, was
always praying that God would quickly send his
Son to save the world. Now, how much more

* Nulla post eam creatura ita per amorem nostrum exardescet, ques
filium suum unicum, quem multo plus se amavit, nobis dedit, et pro
nobis obtulit,

1 Veni salvum facere, quod perierat. Luc. xix. 10.

$ Factus ebediens usque ad mortem. Phil, ii. 8.
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certainly must we believe that she loves us, after
she has seen us so greatly prized by her Son,
that he deigned to purchase us at such a cost!

And because all men have been redeemed by
Jesus, Mary loves and favors all. She was seen
by St. John clothed with the sun: *And there
appeared a great wonder in heaven, a woman
clothed with the sun.”* She is said to be cloth-
ed with the sun, because, as “There is no one
that can hide himself from his heat,” } so there
is no one living on the earth who is deprived of
the love of Mary. From the heat of the sun,
agit is explained by the venerable Raymond Jor-
dan, who through humility called himself the
Idiot, that is, from the love of Mary.{ And
who, says St. Anthony, can comprehend the
care which this loving mother has of us all?
Therefore, to all she offers and dispenses her
mercy. § For our mother has desired the sal-
vation of all, and has co-operated with her Son
in the salvation of all,

It is certain that she is concerned for the
whole human race, as St. Bernard affirms;| hence
the practice of some devout servants of Maryis
very useful, who, as Cornelius & Lapide relates,
have the habit of praying our Lord to grant

* Et signum magnum apparuit in ceelo, mulier amicta sole. Apoc.
xii. 1,

+ Non est qui ge abscondet a calore ejus. Psal. xviii. 7.

1 A calore ejus, idest a dilectione Mariz,

§Oh quanta cura est Virgini matri de nobis! Omnibus aperit sl
num misericordise suce,
M! Constat pro universo genere humano fuisse solicitam. Ho. 8,

8.
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them those graces which the blessed Virgin is
seeking for them, using these words: “Oh Lord,
give me what the most holy Virgin Mary is
asking for me, ”* And this is well, as & Lapide
adds, for our mother desires greater things for
us than we think of asking for ourselves.t The
devout Bernardine de Bustis says, that Mary is
more desirous to do us good, and bestow favors
upon us, than we are to receive them.f There-
fore blessed Albertus Magnus applies to Mary
the words of wisdom: ¢ She preventeth them
that covet her, so that she first showeth herself
unto them.” § So great is the love, says Rich-
ard of St. Laurence, which this good mother
bears us, that when she perceives our neces-
sities, she comes to relieve them. She hastens be-
fore she is invoked.||

If Mary, then, is good to all, even to the un.
grateful and negligent, who have but little love
for her, and seldom have recourse to her, how
much more loving must shenot be to those who
love her and often invoke her! “She is easily
seen by them that love her.”  Oh, how easy
it is, exclaims the same blessed Albertus, for
those who love Mary to find her, and find her
full of love and pity! “I love them that love

* Domine, da mihi, quod pro me postulat Ss. Virgo Maria.

+ Ipsa enim majora optat, quam nos optare possumus,

1 Plus ipsa desiderat facere tibi bonum, et Jargiri gratiam quam_tu
accipere concupiscas,Mar.1, Serm. 5.

§ Praoccupat qui se concupiscunt, ut illis se prior ostenda$
Sap. vi. 14,

| Prins occurrit, quam invocetur. Ric. in Cant. iv. 5.

9 Facile invenitur ab his qui diligunt illam, Sap. vi. 18,
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me,”*she assures us, and declares that she can-
not but love those who love her. And although
our most loving lady loves all men as her chil-
dren, yet, says St. Bernard, she recognizes and
loves especially those who most tenderly love
her. Those happy lovers of Mary, as the Idiot
asserts, are not only loved, but served by her.t

Leonard the Dominican, as we read in the
chronicles of his order, who was accustomed to
recommend himself two hundred times a day
to this mother of mercy, when he was on
his death-bed, saw one beautiful as a queen
by his side, who said to him: ‘‘Leonard, do
you wish to die and come to my Son and me? ”
“Who are you?” answered the religious. “Iam
the mother of mercy,” replied the Virgin; “you
have many times invoked me, and now I come
to take you: let us go to paradise.,” On that
same day Leonard died, and we hope that he
followed her to the kingdom of the blessed.

“Ah, most sweet Mary, blessed is he who loves
you!”’the venerable brother John Berchmans, of
the society of Jesus, used to say: “If I love
Mary, I am sure of perseverance, and I shall ob-
tain from God whatsoever I wish.” And this
devout youth was never satisfied with renewing
his intention, and oftenrepeated to himself: “I
will love Mary, I will Jove Mary.”

* Ego diligentes me diligo. Prov. viii. 17.

+ Inventa Maria Virgine, invenitur omne bonum. Ipsa namque
diligit diligentes se, immo sibi servientibus servit. De contempi.
Virgin. in Prolog.
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Oh,how much this our good mother exceeds all
her children in affection, even if they love her
to the extent of their power! “Mary is always
more loving than her lovers,”says St. Ignatius,
martyr.* Let us love her as much as St. Stanis-
laus Kostka, who loved this his dear mother
so tenderly, that when he spoke of her, every
one who heard him desired to lpve her also;
he invented new titles by which he honored her
name; he never commenced an action without
first turning to her image and asking her bless-
ing; when he recited her office, her rosary, and
other prayers, he repeated them with such affec-
tionate earnestness,that he seemed speaking face
to face with Mary; when he heard the Salve
Regina sung, his soul and even his countenance
was all on fire; when asked one day by a' fath-
er of the society, as they were going together
to visit an altar of the blessed Virgin, how
much he loved her,*Father,” he answered,“what
can I say more than she is my mother ?” And
that father tells us how the holy youth spoke
these words with such tender emotion of voice,
countenance, and heart, that he appeared not a
man,but an angel discoursing the love of Mary.

Let us love her as much as blessed Hermann,
who called her his beloved spouse, whilst he
also was honored by Mary with the same name,
As much as St. Philip Neri, who felt wholly
consoled in merely thinking of Mary, and on this

* Semper Maria cum amantibus est amantior. Ep. ad., Ep
aur.
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account named her his delight. As much aq
St. Bonaventure, who not only called her his
iady and mother, but, to show the tender affec-
tion he bore her,went so far as to call her his
heart and his soul: “Hail, lady, my mother; yea,
my heart, my soul.”* Let us love heras much
as her great lover St. Bernard, who loved his
sweet mother so much, that he called her “the
ravisher of hearts:”  whence the saint, in order
to express to her the ardent love he bore her,
said to her, ‘“‘Hast thou not stolen my heart?”
Let us name her our beloved mistress, as St.
Bernardine of Sienna named her, who went
every day to visit her before her sacred image,
in order to declare his love in the tender collo-
quies he held with his queen. When he was
asked where he went every day, he answered
that he went to find his beloved. Let them
love her as much as St. Louis of Gonzaga, who
burned continually with so great love of Mary,
that as soon as he heard the sound of the sweet
name of his dear mother, his heart kindled, and
a flame perceptible to all, lighted up his coun-
tenance. Let uslove her like St. Francis Solano,
who, distracted by a holy passion for Mary,
sometimes went with a musical instrument to
sing of love before her altar, saying that, like
earthly lovers, he was serenading his beloved
queen,

* Ave Domina, mater mea; imo cor meum, anima mea.
4 Raptrix cordium.
$ Nonne rapuisti cor meum?
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Let us love her as so many of her servants
have loved her, who had no way left of manifest-
ing their love to her. TFather Jerome of Trexo,
of the Society of Jesus, delighted in calling him-
self the slave of Mary, and as a mark of his ser-
vitnde went often to visit her in a church: and
what did he do there? He watered the church
with the tears of that tender love which he felt
for Mary; then he wiped them with his lips, kiss-
ing that pavement a thousand times, remember-
ing that it wasthe house of his beloved mistress,
Father Diego Martinez, of the same society, who,
on account of his devotion to our Lady, onthe
feasts of Mary, was carried by angels to hea-
ven, that he might see with how much devotion
they were celebrated there, said, “Would that I
had all the hearts of the angels and the saints to
love Mary as they love her, Would that I had
thelives of all men, to devote them all to the love
of Mary!” Let others love her as Charles the
gon of St. Bridget loved her, who said that he
knew of nothing in the world which gave him so
much consolation as the thought of how much
Mary was beloved by God; and he added, that he
would accept every suffering rather than that
Mary should lose, if it were possible for her to
lose it, the least portion of her greatness; and if
the greatness of Mary were his, he would re-
nounce it in her bebalf, because she was more
worthy of it. Let us desire to sacrifice our life
in testimony of ourlove to Mary, as Alphonso
Rodriguez desired to do, Let us, like Francesco
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Binanzio, a religious, and Radagunde, wife of
King Clotaire, engrave with sharp instruments
of iron upon our breast the sweet name of Mary.
Let us, with red-hot iron, impress upon our flesh
the beloved name, that it may be more distinet
and more enduring, as did her devoted servants
Battista Archinto and Agostino d’Espinosa, both
of the Company of Jesus,

If, then, thelovers of Mary imitate, as much as
possible, those lovers who endeavor to make
known their affection to the person beloved, they
can never love her so much as she Joves them.
I know, oh Lady, said St. Peter Damian, how
loving thou art, and that thou lovest us with un-
conquerable love* The venerable Alphonso
Rodriguez, of the Society of Jesus, was once
standing before an image of Mary; and there
burning with love for the most holy Virgin,
broke forth into these words: “My most amiable
mother, I know that thou lovest me, but thou
dost not love me so much as I love thee.” Then
Mary, as if wounded in her love, spoke to him
from that image and said: “What dost thou
say—what dost thou say, oh Alphonso? Oh,
how much greater is the love I bear thee than
the love thou bearest me! Know that the dis-
tance from heaven to earth is not so great as
from my love to thine.”

With how much reason, then, did St. Bona-
venture exclaim: Blessed are those whose lot it

* Scio, Domina, quia amantissima es et amas nos amore invime
cibili. Serm. 1, de Nat. B. V. o
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is to be faithful servants and lovers of this most
loving mother!* For this most grateful queen
is never surpassed in love by her devoted ser-
vants.} Mary, in this respect, imitating our lov-
ing Redeemer Jesus Christ, makes by her favors
a twofold return to him who loves her. I will
exclaim, then, with the enamored St. Anselm:
May my heart languish, may my soul melt with
your never-failing love.f May my heart always
burn and my soul be consumed with love for
you, oh Jesus, my beloved Saviour, oh my dear
mother Mary. Grant then, oh Jesus and Mary,
since without your grace I cannot love you,
grant to my soul, not through my merits, but
through yours, that I may love you as you
deserve. Oh, God! the lover of men, thou hast
died for thy enemies, and canst thou deny to him
who asks it, the grace of loving thee and thy
mother?§
EXAMPLE.

It is narrated by Father Auriemma,| that a
poor shepherdess loved Mary so much that all
her delight was to go to a little chapel of our

* Beati quorum corda diligunt Mariam! Beati qui ei famulantur!

t+ Nunquam in hoc certamine a nobis viucitur, Amorem redhibet,
et preterita beneficia semper novis adauget. Pacincch. de B. Virg,

$ Vestri continuo amore langueat cor meum, liquefiat anima mea.
In Depr. ad V.

§ Date itaque supplicanti anims mes, non propter meritum meum
sed propter meritum vestrum, date illi quantum digni estis amorem
vestrum. Oh amator hominum, tu potuisti reos tuos usque ad mor-
fem amare, et poteris roganti amorem tui et matris tuse negare? Lece
eit.

§ Affett Scamb. tom. 2, cap. 7.
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.Jady, on a mountain, and there in solitude,
while her sheep were feeding, to converse with
her beloved mother and pay her devotion to her.
‘When she saw that the figure of Mary, in relief,
was unadorned, she began, by the poor labor of
her hands, to make a drapery for it. Having
gathered one day some flowers in the fields, she
wove them into a garland, and then ascending
the altar of that little chapel, placed it on the
head of the figure, saying: “Oh, my mother, I
would that I could place on thy head a crown
of gold and gems; but as I am poor, receive from
me this poor crown of flowers, and accept it as
a token of the love I bear thee.” Thus this de-
vout maiden always endeavored to serve and
honor her beloved Lady. But let us see how
our good mother, on the other hand, rewarded
the visits and the affection of her child. She
fell ill, and was near her end. It happened that
tworeligious passing that way, weary with travel-
ling, stopped to rest under a tree; one fell asleep
and the other watched, but both had the same
vision. They saw a company of beautiful vir-
gins, and among them there was one who, in
loveliness and majesty, surpassed the rest. One
of the brothers addressed her, and said: “Lady,
who art thou? and where art thou going?” ¢I
am the mother of God,” she replied, “and 1 am
going to the neighboring village, with these
holy virgins, to visit a dying shepherdess, who
has many times visited me.”” She spoke thus
ard &isappeared. These two good servants of
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God proposed to each other to go and visit her
also. They went towards the place where the
dying maiden lived, entered a small cottage, and
there found her lying upon a little straw. They
saluted her, and she said to them: “Brothers,
ask of God that he may permit you to see the
company that surrounds me.” They were quick-
ly on their knees, and saw Mary, with a crown
in her hand by the side of the dying girl, con-
soling her. Then those holy virgins began to
sing, and with that sweet music the blessed soul
was released from the body. Mary crowned
her, and took her soul with her to paradise.

PRAYER,

Oh Lady, Ravisher of hearts! I would ex-
claim with St, Bonaventure; who, with the love
and favor thou dost bestow upon thy servants,
dost ravish their hearts; take my miserable heart
also, which desires so earnestly to love thee,
Thou, oh my mother, with thy beauty hast en-
amored a God, and hast drawn bim from heaven
into thy bosom, and shall I live without loving
thee? No. I will say to thee with thy loving
child John Berchmans: “I will never rest until I
have attained a tender love for my mother
Mary.”* No, I will not rest until I am certain
of having obtained a love—a constant and ten-
der love for thee, my mother, who hast loved me
with so much tenderness even when I was so un-

* Nunquam quiescam, done¢ habuero tenerum amorem erga matrem
moam Mariam.
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grateful towards thee. And where should Inow
be if thou, oh Mary, badst not loved me, and ob-
tained so many favors for me? If then thou
hast loved me so much when Idid not love thee,
how much more may I confide in thy goodness,
now that I love thee? I love thee, oh my
mother, and would wish for a heart capable of
loving thee, for all those unhappy beings who
do notlove thee. Would that my tongue could
praise thee with the power of a thousand tongues,
in order to make known thy greatness, thy holi-
ness, thy mercy, and thy love, with which thou
loveat those who love thee. If I bad riches, I
would employ them all for thy honor; if I had
subjects, I would make them all thy lovers; for
thee and for thy glory I would give my life, if
it were required, Ilove thee,oh my mother, but
at the same time I fear that thou dost not love
me, for I have heard that love makes lovers
like those they love.* If thenI find myself so
unlike to thee, it is a proof that I do not love
thee. Thou so pure, I sounclean;thou so hum-
ble, I so proud; thou so holy, I so
sinful. But this, oh Mary, is to be thy work;
gince thou lovest me, make me like unto thyself,
Thou hast the power to change the heart; take
then mine and changeit. Let the world see what
thou canst do for those who love thee. Make
me holy—make me worthy of thy Son, Thus
I hope; thus may it be,

® Amor aut similes Invenit, aut facit. Aristot.
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SECTION IV.

MARY IS ALSO MOTHER OF PENITENT SINNERS.

Mary assured St. Bridget that she was mother
not only of the just and innocent, but also of
sinners, provided they wish to amend.* When
a sinner becomes penitent, and throws himself
at her feet, he finds this good mother of mercy
more ready to embrace and aid him than any
earthly mother could be. This St. Gregory
wrote to the princess Matilda: “Desire to cease
from sin, and I confidently promise you you will
find Mary more prompt than an earthly mother
in thy behalf.”’t But whoever aspires to be the
son of this great mother, must first leave off sin-
ning, and then let him hope to be accepted as
her son. Richard, commenting upon the words,
“Then rose up her children,”f remarks, that first
comes the word rose up, surrererunt, and then
children, filii; because he cannot be a son of
Mary who does not first rise from the iniquity
into which he has fallen.§ For, says St. Peter
Chrysologus, he who does works contrary to those
of Mary, by such conduct denies that he wishes

* Ego sum quasi mater omnium peccatorum volentium se emen-
dare. L. 4, Rev. c. 138.

4 Pone finem a voluntate peccandi, et invenies Mariam—indubi-
tanter promitto—promptiorem carnali matre in tui dilectione. L. 4,
Ep. 47.

1 Surrexerunt filii ejus. Prov. xxxi. 28,

§ Nec dignus est, qui in mortali peccato est, vocari filius tantes
matris,
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to be her son.* Mary is humble, and will he be
proud? Mary is pure, and will he be impure?
Mary is full of love, and will he hate his neigh-
bor? IIe proves that he is not, and does not
wish to be the son of this holy mother, when he
so much disgusts her with hislife. The sons of
Mary, repeats Richard of St. Laurence, are her
imitators in chastity, humility, meekness, mer-
cy.t And how can he who so much disgusts her
with his life, dare to call himself the son of
Mary? A certain sinner once said to Mary,
“Show thysclf a mother;”’} but the Virgin an-
swered him, “Show thyself a son.”§ Another,
one day, invoked this divine mother, calling her
mother of mercy. But Mary said tohim, “When
you sinners wish me to aid you, you call me
mother of mercy, and yet by your sins make me
the mother of misery and grief.” “He is cursed
" of God that angereth his mother.”] His mother
—that is, Mary, remarks Richard.§ God curses
every one who afllicts this his good mother, by
his bad life or his wilfulness.

I have said wilfulness, for when a sinner,
although he may not have left his sins, makes an
effort to quit them, and seeks the aid of Mary,
this mother will not fail to assist him, and
bring him to the grace of God. This St. Brid-

* Qui genetricis non faclt opera, negat genus.

t Filif Marie imitatores ejus, in castitate, humilitate, mansuetur
dine, migericordia.

1 Monstra te esse matrem.

§ Monstra te esse filium. Ap, Aur,

| Maledictus a Deo qui exasperat matrem suam, Eoell, #i, 18

9 Matrem suam, idest Mariam.
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get once learned from Jesus Christ himself, who,
speaking with his mother, said: “Thou dost aid
those who are striving to rise to God, and dost
leave no sonl without thy consolation.”* While
the sinner, then, is obstinate, Mary cannot love
him; but if he finds himself enchained by some
passion which makes him aslave of hell, and
will commend himself to the Virgin, and im-
plore her with confidence and perseverance to
rescue him from his sin, this good mother will
not fail to extend her powerful hand, she will
loose his chains, and bring him to a state of
safety. Itis a heresy, condemned by the sa-
cred Council of Trent, to say that all the pray-
ers and works of a person in a state of sin are
sins, St. Bernard says that prayer is the mouth
of a sinner, although it is without supernatural
excellence, since it is not accompanied by char-
ity, yet is useful and efficient in obtaining a
release from sin; for, as St. Thomasteaches,} the
prayer of the sinner is indeed without merit, but
it serves to obtain the grace of pardon; for the
power of obtaining it is based not upon the
worth of him who prays, but upon the divine
bounty, and upon the merits and promise of
Jesus Christ, who has said, “Every one that
asketh receiveth.”  Thesame may be said of
the prayers offered to the divine mother. If he
who prays, says St. Auselm, does not deserve to

* Conanti surgere ad Deum tribuis auxilium, et neminem relinquis
vacuum & tua consolatione.

1+2,2,qu.178,a. 2, ad 1.
$ Omuis qui petit, acelpit. Lac. xi 10
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be heard, the merits of Mary, to whom he com-
mends himself, will cause him to be heard *
Hence St. Bernard exhorts every sinner to pray
to Mary, and to feel great confidence in praying
to her; because if he does not deserve
what he demands, yet Mary obtains for him, by
her merits, the graces which she asks of God for
him.t The office of a good mother, says the
same saint, is this: if a mother knew that her two
sons were deadly enemies, and that one was plot-
ting against the life of the other, what would
she do but endeavor in every way to pacify
him ? Thus, says the saint, Mary is mother
of Jesus, and mother of man; when she sees any
one by his sin an enemy of Jesus Christ, she can.
not endure it, and makes every effort to recon-
cile them.} Our most indulgent lady only re-
quires the sinner to commend himself to her,
and have the intention to reform. When she
sees a sinner coming to implore mercy at her
feet, she does not regard the sins with which he
is laden, but the intention with which he comes,
If he comes with a good intention, though he have
committed all the sins in the world, she embraces
him, and this most loving mother condescends
to heal all the wounds of his soul; for she is not

* 81 merfta Invocantis non merentur, ut exaudiatur; merita tamen
matris intercednnt, ut exandiatur.

+ Quia indignus erat, cui donaretur, datum est Maris, ut per illam
acciperes quicquid haberes, Serm. 8, in Vig. Nat.

4 Oh felix Maria, tu mater rei, tu mater judicls; cum sis mater
utrinsque, discordias juter tuos filios nequis sustinere. ln Deph
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only called by us the mother of mercy, but she
really is such, and shows herself such by the
love and tenderness with which she succors us,
The blessed Virgin herself expressed all this
to St. Bridget, when she said to her, “However
great may be a man’s sins, when he turns to me,
I am immediately ready to receive himj; neither
do I consider how much he has sinned, but with
what intention he comes; for I do not disdain to
anoint and heal his wounds, because I am call-
ed, and truly am, the mother of mercy.”*

Mary is the mother of sinners who desire to be
converted, and as a mother she caunot but com-
passionate them, and it even seems that she re-
gards the woes of her poor children as her own,
‘When the woman of Chanaan implored Jesus
Christ to liberate her daughter from the demon
which tormented her, she said: “Have mercy on
me, oh Lord, thou son of David; my daughter
is grievously troubled by a devil.”t But as
the daughter, not the mother, was tormented
by the devil, it would seem that she should have
gaid, “Oh Lord, have mercy on my danghter,”
not “have mercy uponme;” butno, she said,‘Have
mercy upon me,”fand with reason, for all the mis-
eries of children are felt as their own by their

* Quantumeumque homo peccat, statim parata sum recipere rever.
tentem; nec attendo quantum peccaverit, sed cum quali intentione
vedit; nam non dedignorejus plagas ungere, et sanare, quia vocor et
vere sum mater misericordize. Rev. L c. 23.

t Miserere mei. Domine Fili David, filia mee male a demonte
vexatur, Matth. xv. 22,

$ Miserers mei,
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mothers, Exactly thus Mary prays God, says
Richard of St. Laurence, when she commends
to him a sinner who has recommended -himself
to her: “Have mercy upon me.”* It is as if she
said to him, My Lord, this poor creature, who
is in sin, is my child; have pity on him, not so
much on him as on me who am his mother, Oh,
would to God that all sinners would have re-
course to this sweet mother, for all would cer-
tainly be pardoned by God. Oh Mary, exclaims
St. Bonaventure, in wonder; thou dost embrace,
with maternal affection the sinner who is de-
spised by the whole world! neither dost thou
leave him until he is reconciled to his Judge!t
The saint here intends to say that the sinner
who remains in sin is hated and rejected by all
men; even insensivle creatures, fire, air, the
earth would punish him, and inflict vengeance
upon him in order to repair the honor of their in-
sulted Lord. But if this wretch has recourse to
Mary, does she banish him from her presence?
No: if he comes asking for help, and intending
to amend, she embraces him with the affection of a
mother, and does notleave him until she has rec-
onciled him to God by her powerful interces-
sion, and re-established him in his grace.

We read in the 2d book of Kings,} that the

* Maria clamat pro anima peccatrice; miserere mei. De Laud. ¥
n. 6.

+ Oh Marla peccatorem tot] mundo despectum, materno affectu
complecteris! nec deseris, quousque miserum judici reconcilies, In
spec. ¢. 5.

3 C. xiv
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wise woman of Thecua said to David: “My
Lord, I had two sons, and for my misfortune
one has killed the other; so that I have already
lost a child; justice would now take from me my
other and only son; have pity on me a poor
mother, and do not let me be deprived of both
my children.” Then David had compassion on
this mother, and liberated the criminal, and re-
stored him to her.* It appears that Mary offers
the same petition when God is angry with a sin-
ner, who has recourse to her: Oh my God, she
says to himn, I had two sons, Jesus and man; man
has killed my Jesus on the cross; thy justice
would now condemn man; my Lord, my Jesus is
dead; have mercy upon me, and if I have lost
one, do not condemn me to lose the other also.
Ah, God assuredly does not condemn those sin-
ners who have recourse to Mary, and for whom
sbe prays; since God himself has given these
sinners to Mary for her children. The devout
Lanspergius puts these words into the mouth of
our Lord: I have commended sinners to Mary
as her children. Wherefore she is so watchful
in the performance of her office that she permits
none to be lost who are committed to her care,
especially those who invoke her, and uses all her
power to lead them back to me. And who can
describe, says Blosius, the goodness, the mercy,

# Mariz peccatores in fillos commendavi, propterea adeo est sedula,
ut, officio sno satisfaciens neminem eorum, qui sibi commissi sunt,
preecipue {llam invocantium, perire sinat, sed quantum valet, omnes
mihi reducat. V. 1. 4, Min, Op.
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the fidelity, and the charity with which this our
mother strives to save us, when we invoke her
aid?* Let us prostrate ourselves, then, says St.
Bernard, before this good mother, Iet us cling to
her sacred feet, and leave her not until she gives
us her blessing, and accepts us for her children.t
‘Who could distrust the goodness of this mother?
said St. Bonaventure. Though she should slay
me, I will hope in her; and, confident in wmy
trust, I would die near her image, and be saved.}
And thus should every sinner say who has re-
course to this kind mother: Oh my Lady and
mother, I deserve for my faults that thou
shouldst banish me from thy presence, and
shouldst punish me for my sins; but even if thou
shouldst cast me off and slay me, I shall never
lose confidence in thee and in thy power to save
me. In thee I entirely confide, and if it be my
fate to die before some image of thine, re-
commending myself to thy compassion, I should
have a certain hope of my salvation, and of going
to praise thee in heaven, united to all thy ser-
vants who called upon thee for aid in death,
and are saved. Let the following example be
read, and let the reader judge if any sinner can
distrust the mercy and love of this good mother,
if he has recourse to her.

* Hujus matris bonitas, misericordia, fidelitas, charitas erga
homines tanta est ut nullle verbis explicari possit.

+ Beatis illius pedibus persolvamur; teneamus eam, nec dimite
tamus donec benedixerit nes In Sign. Mag.

$ Etiamsi occiderit me, sperabo in eum ; et tutus confidens juxts
ojus imaginem mori desidero, et salvus ero.
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EXAMPLE.

It is narrated by Belluacensis that in Ridolio,
a city of Englard, in the year 1430, there lived
a young nobleman named Ernest, who gave all
his patrimony to the poor, and entered a monas-
tery, where heled so holy alife that he was great-
ly esteemed by his superiors, particularly for his
special devotion to the most holy Virgin, It
happened that a pestilence prevailed in that city
and the citizens had recourse to that monastery
to ask the prayers of the monks. The abbot or-
dered Erncst to go and pray before the altar of
Mary, and not to quit it until she had given him
an answer. The youth remained there three
days, and received from Mary, in answer, some
prayers, which were to be said. They were
said, and the plague ceased. It happened after-
wards that this youth became less ardent in his
devotion to Mary; the devil assailed him with
many temptations, especially to impurity, and
to a desire to flee from the monastery; and hav-
ing neglected to recominend himself to Mary, he
resolved to take flight by casting bimself from
the wall of the monastery; but passing before an
image of the Virgin which stood in the corridor,
the mother of God spoke to him, and said: “My
son, why do you leave me?”’ KErnest was over-
whelmed with surprise, and, filled with com-
puunction, fell on the earth, saying: “My Lady,
behold, I have no power to resist, why do you
not aid me?” and the Madonna replied: “Why
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have you not invoked me? If you had sought
my protection, you would not have been reduced
to this; from this day commend yourself to me,
and have confidence.” Krnest returned to his
cell ; but the temptations were renewed, yet he
neglected to call upon Mary for assistance. He
finally fled from the monastery, and leading a
bad life, he went on from one sin to another, till
he became an assassin. He rented aninn, where
in the night he murdered unfortunate travellers
and stripped them of all they had. One night,
among others, he killed the cousin of the gov-
ernor of the place, who, after examination and
trial, condemned him to the gallows, But during
the examination, a young traveller arrived at the
inn, and the host, as usual, laid his plans and
entered his chamber to assassinate him: but on
approaching the bed, he finds the young man gone
and a Christ on the cross, covered with wounds,
in his place. Our Lord, looking compassionately
at him, said: ‘“Is it not enough that I have died
once for thee? Dost thou wish to slay me again?
Do it, then; lift thy hand and kill me!” Then
the poor Ernest, covered with confusion, began
to weep, and exclaimed: ‘‘Oh Lord, behold me
ready to return to thee, who hast shown me so
much mercy.” He immediately left the inn to
go back to the monastery and do penance; but
the officers of justice overtook him on the way,
he was carried before the judge, and in his pres-
ence confessed all the murders he had com-
nitted, He was at once condemned to death,
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without even being allowed time for confes-
sion. He commended himself to Mary. He
was hung upon the gallows, but the Virgin pre-
vented his death. She herself released him, and
said to him: “Return to the monastery; do pen-
ance; and when you shall see in my hand a pa-
per containing the pardon of thy sius, then pre-
pare to die. Ernest returned, and having relat-
ed all to the abbot, did great penance. After
many years, he saw in the hand of Mary the
paper containing his pardon; he then prepared
for his last end, and died a holy death,

PRAYER.,

Oh Mary, sovereign queen, and worthy mother
of my God, most holy Mary! Finding myself
so vile, so laden with sin, I dare not approach
thee and call thee mother. But I cannot let my
miseries deprive me of the consolation and con.
fidence I feel in calling thee mother., I know
that I deserve to be rejected by thee, but I pray
thee to consider what thy son Jesus has done and
suffered for me; and then cast me from thee if
thou canst. I am a poor sinner, who, more than
others, have despised the divine Majesty; but the
evil is already done. To thee I have recourse:
thou canst help me; oh, my mother, help me.
Do not say that thou canst not aid me, for I
know that thou art omnipotent, and dost obtain
whatever thou desireth from thy God, If then
thou sayest that thou canst not help me, at least
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tell me to whom I must have recourse for succor
in my deep distress. With St. Anselm, I will say
to thee, and to thy Son: Have pity on me, oh thou,
my Redeemer, and pardon me, thou my mother,
and recommend me to pardon; or teach me to
whom I may have recourse, who is more com-
passionate than you, and in whom I may have
more confidence. No, neither in heaven nor on
earth can I find one who has more compassion
for the miserable, or who can aid me more than
you. Thou, oh Jesus, art my father, and thou,
oh Mary, art my mother, You love those who
are the most wretched, and you seek to save
them. Iam worthy of hell, and of all beings
the most miserable; you need not to seek me,
veither do I ask you to seek me; I present my-
self to you with a sure hope that I shall not be
abandoned by you. Behold me at your feet;
my Jesus, pardon me; my Mary, help me.
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CHAPTER 11

VITA, DULCEDO,

Our life, our sweetness.

SECTION 1.

MARY IS OUR LIFE, BECAUSE SHE OBTAINS FOR TS
THE PARDON OF OUR SINS.

Ix order to understand rightly the reason why
the holy Church calls Mary our life, we must
consider that as the soul gives life to the body,
so divine grace gives life to the soul; for a soul
without grace, though nominally alive, in truth is
dead, as we find in the Apocalypse: “Thou hast
the name of being alive, and thou art dead. 7*
As Mary, then, obtains for sinners, by her inter-
cession, the gift of grace, she restores them to
life. The holy Church applies to her the fol-
lowing words of Proverbs: “They that in the
morning early watch for me, shall find me.”$
They shall find me, or, according to the Septua-
gint, “they shall find grace.”t Hence, to have
recourse to Mary is to find the grace of God; for,
as immediately follows: “He who finds me shall

* Nomen habes quod vivas, et mortuus es. Apoec. iii. 1.

+ Qui mane vigilant ad me, invenient me. Prov. viil. 17,
$ Invenient me, invenient gratiam,
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find life, and shall receive from God eternal sal-
vation,”* Listen, as St. Bonaventure exclaims
here upon these words, listen, all ye who desire
the kingdom of God ; honor the Virgin Mary,
and ye shall have life and eternal salvation.t

St. Bernardine of Sienna says, that God did
not destroy man after his fall because of the pe-
euliar love that he bore his future child Mary,
And the saint adds, that he doubts not all the
mercy and pardon which sinners receive under
the Old Law, was granted them by God solely
for the sake of this blessed Virgin. }

Therefore St. Bernard exhorts us, if we have
been so unfortunate as to lose divine grace, to
strive to recover it, but to strive through Mary;
for if we have lost it, she has found it:§ and
hence she is called by this saint, ‘“The finder of
grace.”|| This the angel Gabriel expressed for
our consolation, when he said to the Virgin, “Fear
not, Mary, for thou hast found grace.”q But
if Mary had never been without grace, how could
the angel say to her that she had found it? A
thingis said to be found when it has been lost. The
Virgin was always with God and with grace; she
was even full of grace, as the Archangel himself

* Qui me invenerit, inveniet vitam, et hauriet salutem a Domino.

t Audite, audite qui cupitis regnum Dei; Virginem Mariam honor-
ate, et invenietis vitam et salutem eternam.

% Omnes indulgentias factas in Veteri Testamento non ambige
Deum fecisse solum propter hujus benedicte puelle Virginis revers
entiam, et amorem. Tom. 4, serm. 61, c. 8.

§ Quaramns gratiam, et per Mariam queeramus. Serm. de aqueed.

{ Inventrix gratie.

9 Ne timeas Maria, invenisti gratiam. Luc. i, 30.
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announced when he saluted her, “Hail! full of
grace, the Lord is with thee.”* If, then, Mary
did not find grace for herself, for whom did she
find it? Cardinal Hugo answers,when comment-
ing npon the above passage, that she found it for
sinners who had lostit. Let sinners, then, says
the devout writer, who have lost grace, flee to
Mary; with her they will certainly find it; and
let them say: Oh Lady, what is lost must be re-
stored to him who has lost it; this grace which
thou hast found isnot thine, thou hast never lost
it; it is ours, for we have lost it, and to us thou
shouldst restore it.} In connection with which,
Richard of St. Laurence remarks: If thenwe de-
sire to find the grace of God, let us go to Mary,
who has found it, and always finds it.} And
since she ever has been, and ever will be, dear to
God,if we have recourse to her, we certainly
ghall find it. She says, in the holy Canticles,
that God has placed her in the world to be our
defence,§ and therefore she is ordained to be the
mediatrix of peace between the sinner and God.
“I am become in his presence as one finding
peace. ”* By which words St. Bernard gives
encouragement to the sinner, and says: Go to

* Ave gratia plena, Dominus tecum.

+ Currant ergo, currant peccatores ad Virginem qui gratiam amiser-
ant peccando, et eam invenient apud ipsam. Secum dicant; Redde
nobis rem nostram, quam invenisti.

$ Cupientes invenire gratiam queramus inventricem gratis, qus,
quia semper invenit frustrari non poterit. De Laund. V. 1 2.

§ Ego murus et ubera mea sicut turris, Cant. viii. 10.

* Bx quo facta sum coram eo quasi pacem reperiens. Cant,
viil, 10,



GLORIES OF MARY. 88

this mother of mercy, and show her the wounds
which thy sins have inflicted upon thy soul
Then she will certainly pray her Son that he
may pardon thee by the milk with which she
has nourished him, and the Son who loves her so
much will certainly hear her,* So, too, the holy
Churchteaches us to pray the Lord to grant us the
powerful intercession of Mary, that we may arise
from our sins, in the following prayer: “Grant
us, oh merciful God! strength against all
our weakness; that we who celebrate the memory
of the holy mother of God, may, by the help of her
intercession, arise again from our iniquities,”t
Justly, then, does St, Lawrence Justinian call
her the hope of evil-doers, “spes delinquentium,”
since she alone can obtain theirpardon from God.
St. Bernard rightly names her theladder of sin-
ners, “Peccatorum scala;” since she, this com-
passionate queen, offers her hand to poor fallen
mortals, leads them from the precipice of sin,and
helps them to ascend to God. St. Augustine
rightly calls her the only hope of us sinners,
gince by her means alone we hope for the re-
mission of all our sins,} And St. John Chrysos-
tom reveats the same thing, namely, that sinners

* Vade ad matrem misericordiee, et ostende illi tnorum plagas pec-
catorum; et ita ostendet pro te ubera. Exaundiet utique matrem
filius.

+ Concede, misericors Deus, fragilitati nostree presidinm; ut qui
sancte Dei Genitricis memoriam agimus, intercessionis ejus aunxilio
8 nostris iniquitatibus resurgamus,

$ Tu es spes unica peccatorum, quia, per te speramus veniam om-
niom delictorum. Serm. 18, de Sanctia,
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receive pardon only throngh the intercession of
Mary.* Whence the saints in the name of al}
sinners thus salutes her: Hail! mother of God
and ours; Heaven where God dwells; Throne
from which the Lord dispenses all graces; al-
ways pray to Jesus for us, that by thy prayers
we may obtain pardon in the day of account, and
the glory of the blessed in heaven.t Finally,
Mary is rightly called aurora: “Who is che that
cometh forth as the morning rising? ’f Because,
as Pope Innocent says, aurora is the end of
night, and the beginning of day, well is the
Virgin Mary, who is the end of vices and the
beginning of virtues, designated as aurora.§
And the same effect which the birth of Mary
produced in the world, devotion to her produces
in the soul; she puts an end to the night of sin,
and leads the soul into the way of virtue. Hence,
St. Germanus says: Oh mother of God, thy pro-
tection is immortal ! thy intercession is life.]
And in his sermon on the Zone of the Virgin,q
the saint says that the name of Mary, to him

* Per hanc peccatorum veniam consequimur,

+ Ave igitur mater, Celum, Thronus, Ecclesie nostree Decus; as-
sidue precare Jesum, ut per te misericordiam invenire in die judicii,
et quee reposita sunt iis qui diligunt Deum bona consequi possimus.
In Offic. Nat. B, M., die 5.

$ Que est ista, quae progreditur quasi aurora consurgens? Cant.
vi. 9.

§ Cum aurora sit finis noctis, et origo diei, vere per auroram desig.
natur Maria Virgo, quee fuit finis vitiornm, et origo virtutum. Serm,
2.do Ass. B. V.

I Serm. 3, in Dorm. B. V.

9 De Zona Virgin.
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who pronounces it with affection, is either the
sign of life, or that soon he will have life.

Mary sang: “For behold, from henceforth all
nations shall call meblessed.”* On this account,
says St. Bernard, all nations shall call thee bless-
ed, because all thy servants by thy means shall
obtain the life of grace and eternal glory.t “In
thee sinners find pardon, and the just per-
severance, and afterwards life eternal.” } Do
not despair, as the devout Bernardine de Bustis
says, oh sinners, although you have committed
all possible sin, but confidently have recourse to
this Lady, for you will find ber hands full of mer-
cies. Then sheadds: Mary is more desirous to
bestow favors upon you than you are to receive
them.§

By St. Andrew of Crete, Mary is called “The
security of divine pardon.”| By this is meant,
that when sinners have recourse to Mary that they
may be reconciled to God, God assures them of
pardon, and gives them the assurance by also giv-
ing them the pledge of it. And thispledge is
Mary, whom he has given us for our advocate,

#* Ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes. Luc.
i.48.

+ Ex hoc beatam te dicent omnes generationes, quse omnibus gen-
erationibus vitam et gloriam genuisti. Serm. 2, in Pentec.

$ In te peccatores veniam, justi gratiam inveniunt in eternum.
Serm. de Nat. B. V.

§ O peccator ne diffidas etiamsi commisisti omnia peccata; sed
secure ad istam gloriosissiman Dominam recurras. Invenies eam in
manibus plenam misericordia, et largitate; plus enim ipsa desiderat
facere tibi bonum, et largirl gratiam, quam tu acciperi concupiscas.
Serm. 5, de N. M.

1 Fidejussio divinaram reconciliationum, quee dado pignors fit.
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by whose intercession, in virtue of the merits of
Jesus Christ, God pardons all sinners who place
themselves under her protection. It was reveal-
ed to St. Bridget by an angel, that the holy proph-
ets were full of joy when they learned that
God, by the humility and purity of Mary, would
become reconciled to sinners, and receive into
his favor those who had provoked his wrath.*

No sinner need ever fear that he shall be re-
jected by Mary, if he has recourse to her mercy,
No, for she is mother of mercy; and as such,
desires tosave the most miserable, Mary is that
happy ark in which he who takes refuge will
never suffer the shipwreck of eternal ruin; “arca
in qua naufragium evadimus.” Even the brutes
were saved in the time of the deluge in the ark
of Noe; so, under the mantle of Mary, even sin-
ners are saved., St. Gertrude one day saw Mary
with her mantle extended, beneath which many
wild beasts, lions, bears, and tigers had shelter-
ed themselves; and Mary not only did not cast
them from her, but received them with pity and
caressed them. And by this the saint under-
stood, that the vilest sinners, when they flee to
Mary, are not cast out, but welcomed and saved
from eternal death. Let us enter,then, into
this ark, and seek refuge under the mantle of
Mary; for she certainly will not reject us, and
will surely save us,

* Exultabant autem prenoscentes, quod ipse Dominus ex tua
humilitate et vite puritate, O Maria stella prefulgida,’placaretur, et
quod reciperet eos in suam gratiam, qui ipsum ad iraeundiam pres
vocaverunt. Serm. Ang.c. 9.
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EXAMPLE,

It is narrated by Father Bevius,* of a very
sinful person named Helen, that having gone to
church, she accidentally heard a sermon on the
rosary. As she went oui she bought one but
carried it hidden, so that it should not be seen,
Afterwards, she began to recite it; and although
she recited it without devotion, the most holy
Virgin infused into her heart such consolation
and sweetness in it, that she could not cease re-
peating it. And by this shewas inspired with
such a horror of her evil life, that she could find
no peace, and was forced, as it were, to go to con-
fession. She confessed with so much contrition,
that the confessor was amazed. Having finished
her confession, she went immediately before an
altar of the blessed Virgin, to thank heradvocate;
she recited her rosary, and the divine mother
spoke to her from her image, and said: “Ilelen,
you have too long offended God and me; hence-
forth change your life, and I will bestow upon
you many of my favors.” The poor sinner in
confusion, answered: “Ah, most holy Virgin, it
is true that hitherto I have been very sinful, but
thou, who art all-powerful, assist me; I give my-
gelf to thee, and will pass the remainder of my
life in doing penance for my sins.”” Assisted by
Mary, Helen bestowed all her goods upon the
poor, and commenced a rigorous penance, She
wag tormented by dreadful temptations, but she

® a. della 8S.,Virg.:
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continued to recommend herself to the mother
of God; and always, with her aid, came off vic-
torious. She was favored also with many super-
natural graces, as visions, revelations, and prophe
ecies. At last, before her death, of which she
had been warned a few days previously by Mary,
the Virgin herself came with her Son to visit her;
and in death, the soul of this sinner was seen, in
the form of a beautiful dove, ascending to heaven.

PRAYER.

Behold, oh mother of my God, Mary, my
only hope, behold at thy feet a miserable sinner,
who implores thy mercy. Thou art proclaimed
and called by the whole Church, and by all the
faithful, the refuge of sinners; thou then artmy
refuge; it is thine to save me. Thou knowest
how much thy Son desires our salvation.* Thou,
too, knowest what Jesus Christ suffered to save
me, I offer to thee, oh my mother, the suffer-
ings of Jesus; the cold which he enduredin the
stable, the steps of his long journey into Egypt,
his toils, his sweat, the blood that he shed, the
torments which caused his death before thy eyes
upon the cross; show thy love for this Son, whilst
I, for the love of him, beg thee to aid me. Ex-
tend thy hand to a fallen creature, who asks pity
of thee, If I were a saint, I would not ask for
mercy; but because I am a sinner, I have recourse

® Scis dulclsaima Del mater, quantum placeat benedleto filio tao
salns nostya.  Guill. Parls,
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to thee, who art the mother of mercies. Iknow
that thy compassionate heart finds consolation in
succoring the wretched, when thou canst aid
them, and dost not find them obstinate in their
sins, Console, then, to-day thy own compassion-
ate heart, and console me; for thou hast a chance
to save me, a poor wretch condemned to hell;
and thou canst aid me, for I will not be obsti-
nate, I place myself in thy hands; tell me what
I must do, and obtain for me strength to do it,
and I will do all I can to return to a state of
grace, I takerefuge beneath thymantle. Jesus
Christ wishes me to have recourse to thee, that,
for thy glory and his, since thou art his mother,
not only his blood, but also thy prayers, may
aid me to obtain salvation, He sends me to thee
that thou mayest assist me, Oh Mary, I hasten
to thee, and in thee I trust, Thou dost pray for
so many others, pray, and say also one word for
me. Say to God, that thou desirest my salva-
tion, and God certainly will save me, Tell him
that I am thine; this is all I ask from thee,

SECTION II.

MARY I8 AGAIN OUR LIFE, BECAUSE SHE OBTAINS FOR
US PERSEVERANCE.

FINaL perseverance is a divine gift so great,
that, as the holy Council of Trent has declared,
it is a wholly gratuitous gift and one that can-
not be merited by us. But, as St. Augustine
teaches us, all those obtain perseverance from
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God who ask it of him; and as Father Suarez
says, they infallibly obtain it if they are dili-
gent to the end of life in praying forit; because,
as Cardinal Bellarmine writes: This persever-
ance is daily to be sought, that it may be daily
obtained.* Now, if it is true, which I consider
certain, according to the present very general
opinion, as I shall presently demonstrate in
chap. 5th—if it is true that all the graces which
are bestowed on us by God pass through the
hands of Mary, it must also be true that only
through Mary can we hope for and obtain this
great gift of perseverance. And we certainly
shall obtain it, if, with confidence, we always
ask it of Mary. She herself promises this grace
to all those who serve her faithfully in this life,
“They that work by me shall not sin; they that
explain me shall have life everlasting:” { which
words the holy Church puts into the mouth of
Mary on the Feast of her Conception,

In order that we may be preserved in the life
of divine grace, spiritual strength is necessary
to resist all the enemies of our salvation. Now,
this strength can only be obtained by means
of Mary: Mine is this strength, says Mary:
“Mea est fortitudo.” God has intrusted this
gift to my hand, that I may bestow it on my
devoted servants. ‘‘By me kings reign:” “Per

* Quotidie petenda est, nt quotidie obtineatur.

+ Qui operantur in me, non peccabunt; qui elucidant me, vitarg
eternam habebunt. Eccli. xxiv, 80, 3L
. 3 Prov. viii. 15. In Festo S. Mariz &d nives.

'y )
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merege regnant.”’{ By me my servantsreign, and
rule their senses and their passions, and thus
make themselves worthy of reigning eternally
in heaven. Oh, what strength have the ser-
vants of this great Lady to conquer all the temp-
tations of hell! Mary is that tower spoken,
of in the holy Canticles: “Thy neck is as the
tower of David, which is built with bulwarks
a thousand bucklers hang upon it, all the armor
of valiant men.”* She is like a strong tower of
defence for her lovers, who take refuge with
her in the day of battle; in her all her devoted
servants find shields and weapons of every kind
to defend themselves against the powers of
hell.

For this reason, the most holy Virgin is call-
ed a plane-tree: ““As a plane-tree by the water
in the streets was I exalted.” { This passage is
explained by Cardinal Hugo, who tells us that
the plane-tree has leaves like shields.f And by
this is explained the defence that Mary affords
those who take refuge with her. The blessed
Amadeus gives another explanation, and says
that she is called a plane-tree, because, asthe
plane-tree, with its shade, protects the traveller
from the heat of the sun and from the rain, so,

* Sicut turrls David collum tuum, que edificata est cum propug
naculis; mille elypef pendent ex ea, omnis armatura fortium. Cant,
iv. 4.

t Quasi platanns exaltata sum juxta aquam in platels. Becid
xxiv. 19.

1 Platanus habet folia scutis similla.
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under the mantle of Mary, men find shelter from
the heat of their passions and the fury of temp-
tations.*

Unfortunate are those souls who withdraw
from thisshelter, neglect their devotion to Mary,
and fail to recommend themselves to her in trial,
If the sun should no more rise upon the world,
says St. Bernard, what would the world become
but a chaos of darkness and horror?t If a soul
loses her devotion to Mary, she will immediate-
ly be full of darkness, and that darkness of
which the Holy Ghost says: “Thou hast appoint-
ed darkness, and it is night; in it shall the beasts
of the woods go about.”t When the divine
light does not shine in a soul it is night, and it
will become a den of all sins and demons. Woe
to those,as St. Anselm says, who turn away
from the light of this sun;§ that is, who neglect
devotion to Mary. St. Francis Borgia, with
reason, feared for the perseverance of those in
whom he did not find a special devotion to the
blessed Virgin. When once he asked some nov-
ices to what saint they had the most devotion,
and found that some of them were not especial-
ly devoted to Mary, he warned the master to
watch more carefully these unfortunate persons;

* Virgo ramorum extensione se ubique expandit, ut filios Adse ab
sestu et turbine umbra desiderabili protegeret. B. Am. Hom. 8.

+ Tolle corpus hoc solare, uli dies? Tolle Mariam, quid, nisi tene-
bra relinquentur? Serm. de Aqused.

3§ Posuisti tenebras, et facta est nox; ic ipsa pertransibunt omnes
bestia sylvee. Psal. ciii. 20.

§ Yw v eis qui solem istum aversantur!
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and it happened that they all lost their vocation
and quitted religion,

St. Germanus justly called the most holy Vir-
gin the breath of Christians; because, as the body
cannot live without breathing, so the soul oan-
not live without having recourse and commend-
ing itself to Mary, through whose means the life
of divine grace is obtained for us and preserved
in us.* Asrespiration is not only the sign, but
also the cause of life, so is the name of Mary,
when it is spoken by the servants of God, not
only proves that they are living, but procures
and maintains this life, and obtains for them every
aid. The blessed Alanus, when once assailed by
a strong temptation, was on the point of being
lost because he omitted to recommend himself to
Mary; but the blessed Virgin appeared to him,
and, to warn him against such neglect in future,
gave him a blow on the ear, and said to him:
“If thou hadst commended thyself to me, thou
wouldst not have been exposed to this peril.”

On the other hand: “Blessed is the man,” says
Mary, “that heareth me, and that watcheth daily
at my gates, and waiteth at the posts of my
doors.”’t Mary will certainly be ready to obtain
light and strength for those faithful servants,

* Sicut respiratio non solum est signum vitz, sed etiam causa; sie
Mariz nomen, quod in servornm Dei ore versatur, simul argumentum
est quod vere vivant, simul etiam hanc vitam efficit et conservat;
emnemgque eis opem impertitur. Orat. de Deip.

t Beatus homo qui audit me, qui vigilat ad fores meas quotidie, et
sbservat ad postes ostii mei., Prov. vili. 34. In Festo Conc. P
V.M.
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that they may abandon their vices and walk in
the paths of virtue. Hence is she, as Innocent
II1. beautifully expresses it: The moon by night,
the dawn of the morning, and the sun by
day.* The moon, to him who is groping in the
night of sin, to give him light to see his wretche.
ed state of condemnation; the dawn, the fore.
runner of the sun, to him who is enlightened,
that he may come forth from sin and return to
divine grace; and the sun, to him who is in grace,
that he may not again fall into any precipice.

Theologians apply to Mary these words of
Ecclesiasticus: “Her bands are aheslthful bind-
ing.”t Wherefore are they called bands, asks St.
Lawrence Justinian, unless because she binds her
servants, that they may not wander in forbid-
den fields?f St. Bonaventure explainsin a sim-
ilar manner the words of the office of Mary:
My abode is in the full assembly of saints.”’§
He says that Mary is not only established in the
fulness of the saints, but that she also upholds
the saints, that they may not fall away; she sus-
tains their virtue that it may not waver, and pre-
vents the demons from doing them harm |

It is said that “all her domestics are clothed

* Luana in nocte, aurora in diluculo, sol in die. Serm. 2, de Ass.

t Vincula illius alligatura salutaris. Eccli. vi. 31.

1 Quare vincul®? nisi quia servos ligat, ne discurrant per campos
licentize,

§ In plenitudine sanctorum detentio mea. Eccll. xxiv. 16,

| Ipsa quoque non solum in plenitudine sanctorum detinetur, sed
etiam in pleuitudine sanctos detinet, ne eorum plenitudo minnatun
detinet nimirum virtutes, ne fugiant; detinet demonos. ne noceant,

In spee.
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with double garments.” * Cornelius & Lapide
thus describes this double garment: It is a

double garment, because she clothes her ser-
vants with the virtues of her Son, as well as
with her ownj;t{ and, thus clothed, they will
preserve holy perseverance. For this reason,
St. Philip Neri always admonished his penitents
by saying to them: My children, if you desire per-
severance, be devoutto Mary. The venerable
brother John Berchmans, of the Company of
Jesus, also said: He who loves Mary, shall have
perseverance. The reflection which Rupert the
abbot makes upon the prodigal son is very beauti-
ful. If the mother of this prodigal son had been
living, he would either never have left his father’s
house or would have returned much sooner.f
And by this he wished to say, that he who is a
child of Mary, either never departs from God, or
if for his misfortune he departs, by means of
Mary he quickly returns.

Ob, if all men loved this most kind and loving
Lady, and in temptations always and immedi-
ately had recourse to her, who would fall? 'Who
would be lost ? He falls and is lost who does
not flee to Mary, St. Lawrence Justinian ap-
plies to Mary these words of Ecclesiasticus: “I
have walked in the waves of the sea;”§ and

* Omnes domestici ejus vestiti sunt duplicibus. Prov. xxxi. 21.

+ Duplici veste ipsa ornat sibi devotos, quia tam Christi quam suis
virtutibus eos induit.

1 Si prodigus fillus viventem matrem habuisset, vel a paterna dome
nonquam discessisset, vel forte citius rediisset,

§ In fluctibus maris ambulavi. C. xxiv. 8,
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makes her to say: I walked with my servants in
the midst of the tempests to which they are ex-
posed, to assist them, and prevent them from
falling into the precipice of sin*

Father Bernardine de Bustis relates that a
hawk darted upon a bird which had been taught
to say Ave Maria; the bird said Ave Maria, and
the hawk fell dead. By this our Lord wished
to show us, that if an irrational bird was saved
from destruction by invoking Mary, how much
more surely will he be prevented from falling
into the power of evil spirits, who is mindful
to invoke Mary in his temptations, Nothing
remains to be done, says St. Thomas of Villa-
nova, when the devil comes to tempt us, but, like
the chickens when the kite appears, to run quick-
ly under the shelter of the wings of our mother,
Let us, then, at the approach of the temptations
which assail us, without stopping to parley witk
them, place ourselves at once under the protec-
tion of Mary. And then, the saint goes on to
say, our Lady and mother must defend us; for,
after God, we have no refuge but thee, who art
our only hope, and the ounly protectress in whom
we may confide.}

Let us, then, conclude with the words of St.

= Scilicet cum familiaribus meis, ut ipsos eruerem a naufragie pee-
eatorum,

+ Sicut pulli, volitantibus desuper milvis, ad galline alas occur-
runt, ita nos sub velamento alarum tuarum abscondimur. Serm. 3,
de Nat. Virg.

4 Nescimus aliud refugium nisi te, tu sola es unica spes nostra, tu
sola patrona nostra, ad quem omnes aspicimus.
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Bernard:* Oh man, whoever thou art, thou know-
est that in this miserable life thou art rather toss-
ing on the tempestuous waves, among dangers
and tempests, than walking upon the earth; if
thou wouldst not sink, keep thy eye fixed on
this star, namely, Mary. Look at the star, in-
voke Mary. When in danger of sinning, when
tormented by temptations, when doubts disturb
thee, remember that Mary can aid thee, and in-
stantly call upon her. May her powerful name
never depart from the confidence of thy heart,
nor from the invocation of thy lips. If thou
wilt follow Mary, thou shalt never wander from
the path of safety. Commend thyself always to
her, and thou shalt not despair. If she upholds
thee, thou shalt not fall. If she protects thee,
thou need not fear ruin. If she guides thee,
thou shalt be saved without difficulty. Ina word,
if Mary undertakes to defend thee, thou shalt cer-
tainly arrive at the kingdom of the blessed.
Thus do, and thou shalt live,

EXAMPLE,

In the celebrated history of St. Mary of Egypt,
which we find in the first volume of the Lives of

* O quisquis te intelligis in hujus seculi pro fluvio magis inter pro-
cellas et tempestates fluctuare, quam per terram ambulare; ne aver-
tas oculos a fulgore hujus sideris, si non vis obrui procellis; respice
stellam, voca Mariam. In periculis, in angustiis, in rebus dubiis
Mariam cogita, Mariam invoca. Non recedat ab ore, non recedat a
corde. Ipsam sequens, non devias. Ipsam rogans, non desperas.
Ipsa tenente, non corruis, Ipsa protegeute, non metuis. Ipsa duce,
non fatigaris. Ipsa propitia, pervenis. Sic fac, et vives. Hom. 2,
saper Missus,
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the Fathers, we read that, at twelve years of age
she fled from her parents, and went to Alexan-
dria, where she led an infamous life, and became
the scandal of the city, After sixteen years
spent in sin,she wandered off to Jerusalem; wherc,
on the festival of the Holy Cross, she was led to
enter the charch, more from curiosity than de-
votion, On the threshold she was thrust back,
as if by some invisible power; she attempted a
second time to enter, and again was repelled,
and a third and a fourth time the same thing
happened. The wretched creature withdrew
then into a corner of the portico, and there she
was interiorly enlightened, and saw that God had
refused her entrance into the church on account
of her wicked life. By chance she raised her
eyes, and saw a picture of Mary which was paint-
ed in the vestibule. She turned to it, weeping,
and said: “Oh mother of God, have pity on this
poor sinner! Iknow that, onaccountof my sins,
I do not deserve that thou shouldst regard me;
but thou art the refuge of sinners: for the love
of Jesus, thy Son, help me. Obtain for me that
I may enter the church, for I desire to change
my life, and go and do penance wherever thou
shalt direct.” Then she heard an interior voice,
as if the blessed Virgin answered her: <“Come,
since thou hast invoked me, and wishest to change
thy life, enter the church, for the door will no
longer be closed against thee.” The sinner en-
tered, adored the cross, and wept, She returned
to the picture: “‘Oh Lady,” she said, “I am ready;



GLORIES OF MARY, 99

where shall I retire to de penance?” “Go,” said
the Virgin, “beyond the Jordan, and thou wilt
find the place of thy repose.” She made her con-
fession, received holy communion, passed the
river, reached the desert, and understood
that there was her place of penance, During the
first seventeen years that she lived in the desert,
the evil spirits fiercely assailed her, to make her
fall again. What did she then do? She recom.
mended herself to Mary, and Mary obtained for
her strength to resist for seventeen years, after
which the conflict ceased, TFinally, after fifty-
seven years spent in the desert, in the eighty-
seventh of her age, through Divine Providence,
she was found by the abbot St, Zosimus. To
him she related the story of her whole life, and
begged him to return there the following year,
and bring her holy communion, Theholy abbot
returned, and gave her communion. Then she
implored him again to do the same thing. Ha
returned the second time, and found her dead,
her body surrounded with light, and at her head
these words written in the sand: “Bury in this
place the body of me, a miserable sinner, and
pray God for me.” A lion came and dug her
grave, the abbot buried her, and, returning to
the monastery, he related the wonders of divine
mercy towards this happy penitent,.

PRAYER.

Oh mother of mercy! holy Virgin! behold a¢



100 SLORIES OF MARY,

thy feet the traitor, who, returning ingratitude for
the favors received through thee from God has
betrayed thee and God. But, oh my Lady!
know that my misery does not destroy, but in-
creases my confidence in thee, because I see that
my misery increases thy compassion for me.
Show, oh Mary! that thou art the same to me
as thou art to all those who invoke thee, full of
grace and mercy. It is enough for me that
thou regardest me with compassios, If in thy
heart thou hast pity for me, thou wilt not cease
to protect me; and if thou dost protect me,
what should I fear? No, I fear nothing; I fear
not my sins, for thou canst remedy their evil
consequences; nor the demons, for thou art
more powerful than hell;” nor thy Son who is
justly angry with me, for at one word of thine
he will be appeased. I only fear that through
negligence I may fail to implore thy protection
in my temptations, and that this may cause my
ruin. But I promise thee to-day, I will always
have recourse to thee, Help me to keep this
resolution, Behold the opportunity thou hast
of satisfying thy desire to relieve so miserabls a
ereature as I am,

Oh mother of God, I have great confidence in
thee, From theeIexpectthe grace to do just
penance for my sins, and fiom thee I hope the
strength never more to fall back into them. If
I am sick, thou canst heal me, oh heavenly phy-
sician. If my sins have made me weak, thy help
ean make me strong. Oh Mary, I hope every
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thing from thee, for thou hast all power with
God,

SECTION IIIL
Dulcedos—Sweetness,
MARY RENDERS DEATH SWEET TO HER SERVANTS,

“HEe that is a friend loveth at all times; and a
brother is proved in distress.”® Zrue friends
and relatives are not known in times of prosper-
ity, but in the season of adversity and misery.
Worldly friends do not desert their friend when
he is in prosperity; but if any misfortune over-
takes him, particularly in the hour of death,
immediately his friends abandon him, Not so
does Mary desert her devoted servants, In
their distresses, and especially at the trying
hour of death, when our sufferings are the great-
est that can be endured on earth, she our good
Lady and mother cannot abandon her faithful
servants; and as she is our life in the time of
our exile, go is she also our sweetness in the hour
of death, by obtaining for ns that it may be
sweet and blessed. For since that great day in
which it was the lot and the grief of Mary to be
present at the death of Jesus, her Son, who
was the head of the elect, she obtained the grace
of aiding at death all the elect. Hence the holy

* Omni tempore diligit qui amicus est, et frater in angustiis eome
probetur. Prev. xvii. 17,



102 GLORIES OF MARY.

Church requires us to pray the blessed Virgin,
that she would especially aid us in the hour of
our death: ‘“Pray for us sinners, now and at the
hour of our death.”*

The sufferings of the dying are very great,
on account of their remorse for sins committed,
their dread of approaching judgment, and the
uncertaiviy of eternal salvation. At that mo-
ment especially, the devil puts forth all his pow-
er to gain the soul that is passing into eternity;
knowing that the time is short in which he ray
win her, and that if he loses her, he has lost
her forever. “The devil iscome down unto you,
having great wrath, knowing that he hath but a
short time.”t And therefore the devil, who has
always tempted her in life, will not be satisfied
to tempt her alone in death, but calls compan-
ions to his aid: “Their houses shall be filled
with serpents.”f When any one is at the point
of death, his house is filled with demons, who
unite to accomplish his ruin,

It is related of St. Andrew Avellino, that at
the time of his death, ten thousand devils came
to tempt him; and we read in his life, that at
the time of his agony he had so fierce a struggle
with hell, that it caused all his good religious
who were present to tremble, 'fhey saw the
face of the saint swell from agitation, so that it

* Ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc et in hora mortis nostre.

+ Descendit Diabolus ad vos, habens iram magnam, sciens quode
modicum tempus habet. Apoc, xii, 12.

$ Implebuntur domus eorum draconibus. Isa. xiii. 21,



GLORIES OF MARY, 103

became black; they saw all his limbs trembling,
and greatly agitated, rivers of tears flowed from
his eyes, and his head shook violently; all these
were signs of the horrible assault he was suffering
from the powers of hell. Allthe religious wept
in compassion, redoubled their prayers, and
trembled with fear when they saw that a saint
died thus. Yet they were consoled by seeing
that the saint often turned his eyes, as if seek-
ing help, towards a devout image of Mary, for
they remembered that he had often said in life,
that in the hour of his death, Mary must be his
refuge. It finally pleased God to terminate
this struggle by a glorious victory, for the agita-
tion of his body ceased, his countenance gained
its natural shape and color, and fixing his eyes
tranquilly on that image, he devoutly bowed his
head to Mary, who, it is believed, then appeared
to him, as if to thank her, and quietly breathed
forth in her arms his blessed soul, with heavenly
peace depicted on his countenance, At the same
time a Capuchin nun, in her agony, turned to
the religious who were with her and said: “Say
an Ave Maria, for a saint has just died.”

Ah, how these rebels flee before the presence of
their queen! If, in the hour of death, we have
Mary on our side, what fear can we have of all
the powers of hell? David, in dread of the ag-
ony of death, comforted himself with confidence
in the death of his future Redeemer, and in the
intercession of the Virgin mother: “For though
I should walk in the midst of the shadow of
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death, I fear no evils, for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they have comforted me,”*
Cardinal Hugo understands the staf to signify
the tree of the Cross, and the rod the intercession
of Mary, who was the rod foretold by Isaias:
“And there shall come forth a rod out of the root
of Jesse, and a flower shall rise up out of his
root.”t This divine mother, says St. Peter Da-
mian, is that powerful rod by which the fury of
the infernal enemies is conquered.f Hence St.
Antoninus encourages us, saying: If Mary is for
us, who is against us?§ Father Manuel Padial,
of the Society of Jesus, being at the point of
death, Mary appeared to him, and said, to com-
fort him: “The hour has at length come when
the angels, rejoicing, say to thee, Oh happy la-
bors! oh mortifications well recompensed!” At
which words an army of devils was seen taking
flight in despair, crying: ‘“Alas! we have no
power, for she who is without stain defends
him.”] Inlike manner, the devils assailed Father
Jasper Haywood, when he was dying, with great
temptations against faith; he immediately com-
mended himself to the most holy Virgin, and
then was heard to exclaim: “I thank thee, oh
Mary, that thou hast come to my aid.”q

* Et 8i ambnlavero in medio umbra mortis, virga tua, et baculus
tuus Ipsa me consolata sunt. Psal, xxfi. 4.

t Egredietur virga de radice Jesse, et flos de radice ejus ascendets
Iea. xi. 1.

% Hec est illa virga, qua retunduntur impetus adversantlum das
monum. Serm. de Ass. B. V

§ SiMaria pro nobis, quis contra nos.
| Patrig. Menol. alli. 23 Apr. 9 Patrig. Men. ete.’
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St. Bonaventure says that Mary sends the
archangel Michael, with all the angels, to the
defence of her dying servants, to protect them
from the assaults of evil spirits, and to receive
the souls of all those who have especially and
constantly recommended themselves to her,*

When a man leaves this life, Isaias says that
hell is in uproar, and sends its most terrible de-
mons to tempt that soul before it leaves the
body, and then afterwards to accuse it when it
is presented at the tribunal of Jesus Christ to be
judged: “Hell below was in an uproar to meet
thee; at thy coming it stirred up the giants for
thee,” t But Richard says, that the demons,
when that soul is defended by Mary, will not
even dare to accuse it; knowing that a soul pro-
tected by this great mother is never, and will
never, be condemned.} St. Jerome wrote to
the virgin Eustochium, that Mary not only assists
her dear servants in their death, but also comes
to meet them in their passage to the other life,
to encourage them and accompany them to the
divine tribunal.§ And this agrees with what
the blessed Virgin said to St. Bridget, speaking

* Michael dux et princeps militize ccelestis cum omnibus adminis.
tratoriis spiritibus, tuis, virgo, paret preceptis, in defendendis, et
suscipiendis de corpore animabus Fidelium, specialiater tibi, Domina,
die, ac nocte se commendantium. In Spec. B. V. c. 3.

+ Infernus subter te conturbatus est in occursum adventus tui, sus-
citabit sibi gigantes, Isa. xiv. 9.

% Quis apud judicem accusare audeat, cul viderit matrem patrocie
nantem? Rice. ap. Pep. to. 5, Lez. 244.

§ Morientibus beata virgo, non tantum succurrit, sed etiam ocont»
sit. Epist. 2.
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of her servants when they are at the point of
death: “Then I, their most loving Lady and
mother, hasten to them in death, that they may
have consolation and comfort.”* St, Vincent of
Ferrer adds: The blessed Virgin receives the
souls of the dying. The loving queen receives
their souls under her protection, and she her-
self presents them to the judge her Son, and
thus certainly procures their salvation.  This
happened to Charles, son of St. Bridget, who,
dying in the perilous profession of a soldier,
and far from his mother, the saint feared for his
salvation; but the blessed Virgin revealed to her
that Charles was saved for thelove he bore her, in
recompense of which she had assisted him in
death, and had suggested to him the christian
acts necessary to be made at that moment, The
saint saw at the same time Jesus upon a throne,
and the devil bringing two accusations against
the most holy Virgin: the first, that Mary had
prevented him from tempting Charles at the
moment of death; the second, that Mary herself
had presented his soul to its judge, and thus
had saved without even giving him an opportu-
nity to expose the reasons why heclaimed it as his
own, She then saw him driven from the pres-
ence of the judge, and the soul of Charles taken
to heaven,

* Tunc ego carissima eorum domina et mater occurram els in
morte, ut ips! consolationem et refrigerium habeant, Rev. lib. I,
G V.

* ¢ Beata virgo animas morientium suscipit. Serm. de Ass,
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“Her bands are a healthful binding;in the
latter end thou shalt find restin her.”* DBlessed
art thou, oh brother, if in death thou shalt find
thyself bound by the sweet chains of love for
the mother of God! These chains are chains of
salvation, which will secure to thee eternal sal-
vation, and give thee in death thatblessed peace
which will be the commencement of thy eternal
peace and rest. Father Binetti, in his book “On
the Perfections of our Lord,” relates that having
been present at the death of a devoted servant
of Mary, he heard from him these words before
he breathed his last: “Oh, my Father, if you
knew what happiness I findin having served the
most holy mother of God! I could not describe
to you the joy I feel at this moment.”t Father
Suarez, because he was all his life very devoted
to Mary, used to say, that he would willingly ex-
change all his knowledge for the merit of one
Hail Mary, and died with so much joy, that he
exclaimed at his last moment, “I neverimagined
it would be sosweet to die,—mnon putabam tam
dulce esse mori.”} You too, devout reader, will
doubtless feel the same peace and joy, if at death
you can remember having loved this good mother,
who cannot but be faithful to her children, when
they are faithful to her service, paying her their
offerings of visits, rosaries, and fastings, and

* Vincula ejus alligatura salutaris, in noviseimis invenies requiem
in ea. Eccli. vi. 29, 31.

+ C.31.

} Opusc. 33,¢. 4,
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especially thanking her, praising her, and often
commending themselves to her powerful pro-
tection,

Neither will you be deprived of this consola-
tion on account of your sins, if from henceforth
you will be careful to live well, and to serve
this very grateful and gracious Lady. In the
trials and temptations with which the devil will
assail you, that he may throw you into despair,
she will comfort you, and even come herself to
assist you in death.  Martin, brother of St.
Peter Damian, as the saint himself relates, find-
ing that he had offended God, went one day be-
fore an altar of Mary to dedicate himself to her
service, putting his girdle around his neck in
token of his servitude, and thus said: “My
Lady, mirror of purity, I, a poor sinner, have of-
fended God and thee by violating chastity: I have
no other remedy than to offer myself as thy
servant; to thy service I dedicate myself to-day;
receive this rebel, do not despise me.”” He then
laid on the altar a certain sum of money, prom-
ising to pay the same every year as a tribute of
his devotion to Mary. After some time Martin
died; but before his death he was heard one
morning to say:  Arise, arise, pay homage to
my Lady;” and afterwards: “ What a favor is
this, oh queen of heaven, that thou shouldst con-
descend to visit this thy poor servant. Bless me,
‘'oh Lady, and permit me not tobe lost after thou
hast honored me with thy presence.” At this
moment his brother Peter entered. Martin re-
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lated to him the visit of Mary, and how she had
blessed him, lamenting that the persons present
had not arisen at her entrance; and shortly after
quietly passed away to our Lord, Such will
be your death also, oh my reader, if you are
faithful to Mary, even if in your past life you
have offended God. She will give you a sweet
and happy death,

And if then you are greatly alarmed and losé
courage in view of the sins youhave committed,
she will come to comfort you as she came to
Adolphus, Count of Alsace, who, having quitied
the world and become a Franciscan, as the chron-
icles relate, was very devoted to the mother of
God. Mis last days arrived, and at the remem-
brance of the life he had led in the world, and
the rigor of divine justice, he began to fear
death and doubt of his salvation. Then Mary,
who never sleeps when her faithful servants
are in trouble, accompanied by many saints,
appeared to him, and encouraged him with these
tender words of consolation: “My dear Adolphus,
thou art mine, thou hast given thyself to me,
then why dost thou so greatly fear death?”*
The servant of Mary was consoled by these
words, every fear disappeared, and he died in
great peace and contentment,

Let us, too, although we are sinners, take
courage and have the confidence that Mary will
come to assist us in death, and console us by

® Adolphe mi carissime, mori cur times, meus cum sis?



110 GLORIES OF MARY,

her presence, if we serve and love her during
the remainder of our life on this earth, Our
queen, speaking one day to St. Matilda, promis-
ed that she would be present at the death of all
those devoted children who had faithfully serv-
ed her inlife,¥* Oh my God, what a consolation
must it be in that last hour of life, when ourlot
for eternity is to be decided, to find close by our
side the queen of heaven, who sustains and com-
forts us by promising us her protection! Be-
sides the examples already cited of the assistance
afforded by Mary to her faithful servants, they
are innumerable others to be found in various
books. This favor was granted to St. Clare, to
St. Felix, a Capuchin, to the blessed Clara of
Montefalco, to St. I'heresa, and St. Peter of Al-
cantara, But for our common consolation, I
will mention the few following examples. Fath-
er Crasset relatest that St. Mary of Oignies saw
the blessed Virgin by the pillow of a devout
widow of Villembroe, who was tormented by a
burning fever. Themost holy Mary was stand-
ing by her side consoling her, and cooling her
with afan. St, John of God, at death,expected
a visit from Mary, to whom he was greatly devot-
ed; but finding she did not come, he was afflict-
ed, and perhaps complained a little, But at
length the holy mother appeared to him, and as

* Kgo omnibus qui mihi pie deserviunt, volo in morte fidelissime
famquam mater piissima adesse eosque consolari ac protegere. Ap.
Blos. p. 2, Concl. an. fid. cap. 12.

4 Div, alla verg, tom. 1, tr. 1, q. 11.
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if reproaching him for his want of confidence,
said to him these tender words, which should
encourage all the servants of Mary: ¢ John, it
is not in my heart, at this hour, to desert my
children.”* Asif she had said to him: My
John, of what were you thinking? that I Lad
abandoned you ? Do you not know that I can-
not abandon my devoted children at the hour of
death ? I did not come before, because it was
not yet time ; but now I come ready to take
you, let us go to paradise, And soon after the
saint expired, and flew to heaven to give thanks
eternally to his most loving queen.t

EXAMPLE,

I will now relate another example by way of
conclusion to the subject of which I have been
just speaking, and for the sake of showing how
great is the tenderness of this good mother tow-
ards her children when they are dying.

The pastor of a certain place went to assist at
the death-bed of a rich man. He was dying in
a splendid house, and a multitude of relations,
friends, and servants, surrounded his bed. But
among these, the priest saw a number of devils
in the shape of hounds, who waited to seize upon
his soul, and who actually did so; for he died
in sin, At the same time he was sent for by a
poor woman, who was dying, and desired the

* Joannes non est meum, in hac hora meos devotos derelinquere,
t Bolland. 8 Martii.



112 GLORIES OF MARY,

holy sacraments; not being able to leave the dy-
ing rich man, whose soul was so much in need
of his assistance, he sent another priest to her,
who accordingly went, carrying with him the
holy sacrament, He found in the dwelling of
that good woman no servants, no retinue, no
splendid furniture, for she was very poor, and we
may suppose had only a little straw to lie upon,
But what does he see? He sees in that apart-
ment a great light, and near thebed of the dying
person was Mary the mother of God, who was con-
soling her, and with a cloth was wiping the sweat
from her brow, The priest seeing Mary, had not
the courage to enter, but she made a motion to
him to approach. He entered, Mary pointed to
a seat, that he might sit down and hear the con-
fession of her servant. The poor woman then
made her confession, received the holy sacra-
ment with much devotion, and at last explred
bappily in the arms of Mary.*

PRAYER.

Oh my sweetest mother, what will be the death
of me,a poor sinner? Evennow, when thinking
of that great moment, in which I must die, and
be presented at the divine tribunal, and remem-
bering how often, by my wicked consent, I my-
self have written my own sentence of condem-
nation, I tremble, am confounded, and fear great-
ly for my eternal salvation. Oh Mary, my hopes

* Crisog. Mond. Mar. p. 3, d. 38.
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are in the blood of Jesus, and in thy intercession,
Thou art the Queen of heaven ! the Lady of the
universe ! it is suflicient to say that thou art the
mother of God. Thou art great, but thy great-
ness does not separate thee from us; it even
inolines thee to have more compassion on our
miseries. When our earthly friends are raised
to any dignity, they seclude themselves from
those whom they have left in a low estate, and
will not condescend even to look at them, But
it is not so with thy loving and noble heart.
Where thou dost behold the greatest misery,
there thou art most intent on giving relief.
‘When invoked, thou dost immediately come to
our aid, and even anticipate our supplications ;
thou dost console us in our afflictions, dissipate
all tempests, put down our enemies; in a word,
thou dost never omit an opportunity of doing us
good. Ever blessed be that divine hand which
has united in thee so much majesty and so much
tenderness, so much ‘greatness and so much
love! T always thank our Lord, and congratu-
late myself that I can regard thy happiness and
mine, thy fate and mine as one, Oh consoler of
the afllicted, console in his afiliction one who re-
commends himself to thee. I am tortured with
remorse for my many sins; I am uncertain wheth-
er I have repented of them as I ought to have
done; I see how corrupt and imperfect are all my
works, Thedevilis awaiting my death in order
to accuse me, Divine justice violated must be
satisfied. Oh my mother, what will become of
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me? If thou dost not aid me, I amlost. Answet
me, wilt thou aid me? Oh merciful Virgin, con-
sole me; obtain for me strength to amend, and to
%e faithful to God during what remains to me of
life. And when I shall find myself in the last
agony of death, oh Mary! my hope, do not aban-
don me; then more than ever assist me, and save
me from despair at the sight 6f my sins, of which
the devils will accuse me. Oh Lady, pardon imy
boldness; come, then, thyself to console me by
thy presence. Grant me this favor which thou
hast bestowed on so many; I also desire it. If
my boldness is great, greater still is thy goodness,
which seeks the most miserable to console them.
In this, thy goodness, I trust. May it be to thy
eternal glory that thou hast saved from hell a
miserable wretch, and brought him to thy king-
dom, where I hope to console myself by being
always at thy feet to thank, bless, and love thee
throughout eternity. Oh Mary, I wait for thee,
do not leave me then disconsolate. Come, come,
Amen, amen,
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CHAPTER IIL

SPES NOSTRA SALVE,

Hail, our hope.

SECTION 1.
MARY IS THE HOPE OF ALL,

MopxerN heretics cannot endure that we should
salute Mary in this manner by calling her our
hope, Hail, our hope, “spes nostra salve.” They
say that God alone is our hope, and that he
who places his hope in a ereature is accursed of
God.* Mary, they exclaim, is a creature, and,
as a creature, how can she be our hope ? Thus
say the heretics, but not withstanding this, the
Church requires all the clergy, and all religious
daily to raise their voices, and in the name of
all the faithful, invoke and call Mary by the
sweet name of our hope, the hope of all: “Hail,
our hope!”

In two ways, says the angelic St. Thomas, can
we place our hope in a person: as the principal
cause, and as the intermediate cause. Those

* Maledictus homo qui confidit in homine., Jer, xvil. &,
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who hope for some favor from the king, hope
for it from the king assovereign, and hope for
it from his minister or favorite asintercessor. If
the favor is granted, it comes in the first place
from the king, but it comes through the medi-
um of his favorite; wherefore, he who asks a
favor justly calls that intercessor his hope, The
king of heaven, because he is infinite goodness,
greatly desires to enrich us with his graces; but,
because confidence is necessary on our part, in
order to increase our confidence, he has given
his own mother for our mother and advo-
cate, and has given her all power to aid us; and
hence he wishes us to place in her all our hopes
of salvation, and of every blessing, Those who
place all their hope on creatures, without de-
pendence upon God, as sinners do, who to ob-
tain the friendship and favor of man, are willing
to displease God, are certainly cursed by God,
ag Isaias says, But those who hope in Mary, as
mother of God, powerful to obtain for them
graces and life eternal, are blessed, and please
the heart of God, who wishes to see that noble
creature honored, who, more than all men and
angels, loved and honored him in this world,
Hence we justly call the Virgin our hope
hoping, as Cardinal Bellarmine says, to obtain,
by her intercession what we could not obtainby
our prayers alone* We pray to her, says St,
Aunselm, in order that the diguity of the inter-

* Do Beat. 88, iib. & cap. 2.
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eessor may supply our deficiencies.* Therefore,
the saint adds, to supplicate the Virgin with
such hope, is not to distrust the mercy of God,
but to fear our own unworthiness.}

With reason does the Church, then, apply to
Mary the words of Ecclesiasticus, with which he
salutes her: “Mother of holy hope;”} that moth-
er who inspires us not with the vain hope of the
miserable and transitory advantages of this life,
but with the holy hope of the immense and eter-
nal good of the blessed life to come, St. Eph-
rem thus salutes the divine mother: ‘“Hail; hope
of the soul! hail, secure salvation of Christians!
hail, helper of sinners! hail, defence of the faith-
ful, and salvation of the world!'§ St. Basil
teaches us that, next to God, we have no other
hope than Mary, and for this reason he calls her:
After God our only hope, “Post Deum sola spes
nostia;” and St. Ephrem, reflecting on the order
of Providence in this life, by which God has or-
_ dained (as St. Bernard says, and we shall here-
after prove at length) that all those whoare saved
must be saved by means of Mary, says to her:
Oh Lady, do not cease to receive and shelter us
under the mantle of thy protection, since, after

* Ut dignitas Intercessoris suppleat Inopiam nostram. De Exc.
V.c. 6.

+ Unde Virginem interpellare, non est de divina misericordia dif-
fidere, sed de propria indignitate formidare. Loc. cit.

$ Mater sanctee spei. Cap. xxiv. 4.

§ Ave anime spes; ave Christianorum firma salus; ave peccatorum
adjutrix; ave vallum fidelium; et mundi salus. De Laud. Virg,
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God, we have no hope but thee.* St. Thomas
of Villanova says the same thing, calling her our
only refuge, help, and protection.}

St. Bernard assigns the reason for this by say-
ing: Behold, oh man, the design of God, a design
arranged for our benefit, that he may be able to
bestow upon us more abundantly his compassion;
for, wishing to redeem the human race, he has
placed the price of our redemption in the hands
of Mary, that she may dispense it at her pleas-
ure.}

God ordered Moses to make apropitiatory of
the purest gold, telling him that from it he
would speak to him: “Thou shalt make a propi-
tiatory of the purest gold. Thence willI give
orders, and will speak tothee.”} A certain author
explains this propitiatory to be Mary, through
whom the Lord speaks to men, and dispenses to
them pardon, graces, and favors.§ And there-
fore St. Irenseus says that the divine Word, be-
fore incarnating himself in the womb of Mary,
sent the archangel to obtain her consent, because
he would have the world indebted to Mary for

* Nobis non est alia quam a te fiducia, O Virgo sincerissimaj sub
alis tuse pietatis protege et custodi nos. De Laund. Virg.

* Tu unicum nostrum, refugium subsidium, et asylum. Con 8,
de Conc. Virg.

+ Intuere, homo, consilium Dei, consilium pietalis; redempturus
humanum genus, universum pretium contulit in Maria. Serm. de
Nat.

1 Facies et propitiatorium de auro mundissimo. . . . . Inde preeci-
piam et loquar ad te. Exod. ¢. xxv. v. 17, 22.

§ Te universus mundus continet commune propitiatorinm. Inde
pientissimus Dominus loguitur ad cor; inde responsa dat benignita-
tis et venim; inde munera largitur; inde nobis omne bonum emanat.
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the mystery of the incarnation.* Also the Idiot
remarks, that every blessing, every help, every
grace that men have received or will receive
from God, to the end of the world, bas come to
them, and will come to them, through the inter-
cession and by means of Mary.t Rightly, then
did the devout Blosius exclaim : Oh Mary, who
art so amiable, and so grateful to him who loves
thee, who will be so stupid and unhappy as not
to love thee! In doubt and perplexity thou dost
enlighten the minds of those who have recourse
to thee in their troubles, Thou art the comfort
of those who trust in thee, in time of dan-
ger. Thou dost help those who invoke thee,
Thou art, continues Blosius, next to thy divine
Son, the secure salvation of thy servants, Hail
then, oh hope of the despairing. Hail helper of
the destitute ! Oh Mary, thou art omnipotent,
since thy Son would honor thee by immediately
doing all that thou desirest.f

St. Germanus, recognizing Mary to be the
source of every blessing, and the deliverance
from every evil, thus invokes her: Oh my Lady,
thou alone art my help, given me by God; thou

* Quid est quod sineMarize consensu non perficitur incarnationis
mysterium? quia nempe vult illam Deus omnium bonorum esse
principium. Lib. 3, contr. Valent, c. 83.

t Per ipsam habet mundus, et habiturus est omune bonum. In
Pref. Contempl. B. M.

$ O Maria quis te non amet? Tu in dubiis es lumen, in meroribus
solatium, in periculis refugium. Tu post unigenitum tuum certa
fidelium salus, Ave desperantium gpes, ave destitutorum adjutrix.
Cujus honori tantum tribuit Filius, ut quod vis, mox fiat. Cimeliarch.
Embol. 1, ad Mar.
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art the guxde of my pilgrimage, the support of
my weakness, my riches in poverty, my deliver-
er from bondage, the hope of my salvation:
graciously listen, I pray thee to my supplications,
take compassion on my sighs, thou my queen,
my refuge, my life, my help, my hope, my
strength.*

Justly, then, does St. Antoninus apply toMary
that passage of wisdom: “Now all good things
came to me together with her,” { Since Mary
is the mother of God and the dispenser of all
good, the world may truly say, and especially
those in the world who are devoted to this
queen, that, together with devotion to Mary,
they have obtained every good thing]
Wherefore the Abbot of Celles said positively:
He who has found Mary finds every good thing.§
He finds all graces and all virtues; since she by
her powerful iutercession obtains for him in
abundance all that he needs to make him rich
in divine grace. She gives us to know that she
has with her all the riches of God, that is, the
divine mercies, that she may dispense them for

* Oh Domina mea, sola mihi ex Deo solatium, itineris mei directio,
debilitatis me® potentia, mendicitatis mew divitiee, vulnernm me-
orum medicina, dolornm meorum revelatio, vinculorum meorum
solatio, salutis mewx spes; exaudi orationes meas, miserere suspi.
riorum meorum, Domina mea, refugium, vita, auxilium, spes et robur
meum. In Encom. Deip.

4+ Venerunt autem mihi omnia bona pariter cum illa. Cap. vil.
v. 11,

{ Omnium bonorum mater est; et venerunt mihi omnia bona cum
flla, scilicet virgine, potest dicere mundus. 8. Anton, Part, 4. tit.
17, c. 20.

§ Inventa Maria, invenitur omne bonum.
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the benefit of those who love her. “With me are
riches and glory, that I may enrich them that
love me.,”* Hence St. Bonaventure says: We
should all keep our eyes fixed on the hands of
Mary, that through her we may receive the
blessings we desire, }

Oh! how many of the proud have found hu-
mility through devotion to Mary ; how many of
the violent, meekness; how many blind, the
light ; how many despairing, confidence ; how
many lost, salvation! And precisely this she
herself predicted when she pronounced in the
house of Elizabeth that sublime canticle: “Be-
hold, from henceforth all generations shall call
me blessed.”f Which words St. Bernard re-
peats, and says : All nations will call thee bless-
ed, for to all nations thou hast given life and
glory ; in thee sinners find pardon, and the just
find perseverance in divine grace,§ Whence
the devout Lanspergius represeuts the Lord thus
speaking to the world : Venerate my mother
with especial veneration. Oh men, he says, poor
children of Adam, who live in the midst of so
many enemies and so much misery, strive to

* Mecum sunt divitie et opes superbee , . . . ut ditem diligentes
me. Prov. viii. 18-21.

+ Oculf omnium nostrum ad manus Marie semper debent respicers,
ut per manus ejus aliquid boni accipiamus. In Spec.

% Ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes. Lue.
1. 48.

$ Ex hoc beatam te dicent omnes generationes,quse omnibus gen.
erationibus vitam et gloriam genuisti. In te peccatores veniam, justh
gratiam Inveniunt in ®ternum. Serm. 2, in Pentee,
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honor with particular affection my mother and
yours. I have given her to the world as an ex
ample of purity, a refuge and asylum -for the
afflicted.* That is, I have given Mary to the
world for your example, that from her you may
learn to live as you ought ; and for your refuge,
that you may have recourse to her, in your
tribulations, This my child, says God, I have
created such that no one can fear her, or be unwill-
ing to have recourse to her, for I have created
her with o benign and compassionate a nature,
that she will not despise any who seek her pro-
tection, and she will deny no favor to any
who ask it. She spreads the mantle of her com-
passion over all, and never permits any one to
go from her feet unconsoled. May the great
goodness of our God, then, be ever blessed, who
has given us this great mother and advocate, so
loving and tender.

Oh ! how tender are the sentiments of confi-
dence which filled the heart of the most
loving St. Bonaventure for his dear Redeemer
Jesus, and for our loving intercessor Mary !
Let the Lord chastise me as much as seemeth to
him good, I know that he will not refuse him-
self to those who love him and who seek him
with an upright heart, I will embrace him with

* Matrem meam veneratione precipua venerare; ego enim mundoe
dedi in puritatis exemplum, in presidium tutissimum, ut sit tribula-
tis asylum, quam nemo formidet; nemo ad eam accedere trepidet.
Propterea namque adeo feci eam mitem, adeo misericordem ut nem:
inem aspernat, nulli se neget; omnibus pietatis sinum apertum
teneat, neminem a se redire tristem sinat. Lib. 4. Min. Op.
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my love, and I will not let him go till he has
blessed me, and he will not depart without me,
If I can do nothing else, at least I willhide my-
self in his wounds ; there I will remain, and out
of himself he shall not be able to find me.*
Finally, he adds, if my Redeemer, for my sins,
drives me from his feet, I will cast myself at the
feet of his mother Mary, and, prostrate there, I
will not depart until she has obtained my pardon;
for this mother of mercy has neverfailed to take
pity on misery and console the wretched who
seek her aid ; and therefore, if not from obliga-
tion, at least from compassion, she will not fail
to induce her Son to pardon me.}

Look upon us, then, we will conclude with
the words of Euthymius, look upon us, then,
with thine eyes of compassion, oh our most mer-
ciful mother, for we are thy servants, and in thee
we have placed all our hope.t

EXAMPLE,

It is related in the Fourth Part of the Treas-
ure of the Rosary, miracle eighty-fifth that a gen-
tleman who was most devoted to the divine

* Quantumcumque me Deus prasciverat, scio quod seipsum negare
non potest. Eum amplexabor, et si mihi non benedixerit, euam non
demittam; et sine me recedere non valebit. In cavernis vulnerum
suorum me abscondam, ibique extra se me invenire non poterit.

+ Ad matris sus pedes provulutus stabo, et mihi veniam impetret;
ipsa enim non misereri ignorat; et miseris non satisfacere nunquam
scivit. Ideoque ex compassione mihiad indulgentiam Filium ine
clinabit. P. 8, Stim. Div. Am. c. 18.

$ Respice, O mater misericordiosissima, respice servos tuos, in te
enim omnem spem nostram collocavimus. Orat de Deip.
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mother, had set apart in his palace an oratory
where, before a beautiful statue of Mary, he was
accustomed often to remain praying, not only
by day, but also by night, interrupting his rest
to go and honor his beloved Lady; but his
wife, for he was married, though she was a
very devout person, observing that her husband
in the deepest silence of the night left his bed,
and going from his apartment did not return
for along time, became jealous, and was suspici-
ous of evil; wherefore, one day, to free herself
from this thorn which tormented her, she vent-
ured to ask him if heever loved any other wom-
an but herself, Smiling, he answered her: “I as-
sure you that I love the most amiable lady in
the world; to her I have given my whole heart
and rather would I die than cease to love her;if
you knew her, you would say that I ought to
love her more than I do,”  He meant the most
holy Virgin whem he loved so tenderly. But
his wife, conceiving a greater suspicion than be-
fore, in order to ascertain the truth better, inter-
rogated him anew, and asked him if he arose from
his bed and left the room every night to meet
that lady. The gentleman, who did not perceive
the great trouble of his wife, answered “Yes.”
The wife was completely deceived, and, blinded
by passion, one night when her husband accord-
ing to his custom, had left the chamber, seized
aknife in despair, cut her throat, and very soon
died. Her husband bhaving finished his devo-
tions, returned to his apartment, but, on geing
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to bed, found it wet. He called his wife; she
did not answer: he tried to arouse her; she was
immovable, At leungth he took a light, found
the bed full of blood, and his wife dead, with
her throat cut. Then he perceived that she had
destroyed herself through jealousy. What does
he do? He locks the door of his apartment, re-
turns to the chapel, prostrates himself before
the most blessed Virgin, and shedding a tor-
rent of tears, said to her: “Oh my mother, be-
hold my affliction: if thou dost not console me,
to whom shall I go ? Remember I am so unfor-
tunate as to see my wife dead and lost because
I have come hitherto pay thee honor, oh my moth-
er, who dost help us in all our troubles, help me
now.” How surely does every one obtain what
he wishes if he supplicates with confidence this
mother of mercy! No sooner did he offer this
prayer than he heard a servant-maid calling him:
“My lord, come to your apartment, for yourlady
calls you.” The gentleman could hardly believe
these words for joy. Return, he said to the
servant, and see if she really calls me. She re-
turned, entreating him to go quickly, for her
mistress was waiting for him, He went, open-
ed the door, and found his wife living; she threw
herself at his feet in tears and begged him to
pardon her, saying: “Oh, my husband, the
mother of God, through thy prayer, has deliv-
ered me from hell.” Weeping for joy, they
went to their oratory to thank the blessed Vir-
gin. The next day the husband made a feast
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for all their relations, to whom the wife herself
related the facts, at the same time showing the
marks of the wound, and all were more deeply
inflamed with the love of the divine mother.

PRAYER.

Oh mother of holy love, oh our life, our ref-
uge, and our hope, thou knowest that thy Son
Jesus Christ, not content with making himself
our perpetual intercessor with the eternal Fath-
er, would have thee also engaged in obtaining
for us, by thy prayers, the divine mercy. He
has ordained that thy prayers should aid in our
salvation,and has given such power to them that
they obtain whatever they ask; I, a miserable
sinner, turn to thee then, oh hope of the wretch-
ed. I hope, oh Lady, through the merits of
Jesus Christ and thy intercession to secure my
salvation, In these I trust;and so entirely do I
trust in thee, that if my eternal salvation were
in my own hands, I would wish to place it in
thine ; for in thy mercy and protection I would
trust far more than in my own works. My
mother and my hope, do not abandon me, as I
deserve. Behold my misery, pity me, help me,
save me. I confess that I have often, by my
sins, shut out the light and aid which thou hast
obtained for me from the Lord.

But thy compassion for the wretched and
thy power with God are far greater than the
number and malignity of my sins. It is known
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in heaven and on earth that he who is protect-
ed by thee will certainly not perish. Let all
forget me, but do not thou forget me, oh moth-
er of the omnipotent God. Say unto God that
I am thy servant, tell him that I am defended
by thee, and I shall be saved. Oh Mary, Itrust
in thee: in this hope I live, and in this hope I
wish to die, repeating always: “Jesus is my
only hope, and after Jesus, Mary.”*

SECTION II.
MARY THE HOPE OF SINNERS.

AFrTER God had created the earth he created
two lights, the greater and the less ; the sun to
give light by day, and the moon to give light by
night.} The sun, says Cardinal Hugo, was the
type of Jesus Christ, in whose light the just re-
joice who live in the daylight of divine grace ;
but the moon was the type of Mary, by whom
sinners are enlightened, who are living in the
night of sin.f Mary, then, being the moon, so
propitious to miserable sinners, if any unhappy
person, says Innocent III finds that he has fall-
en into this night of sin, what must he do?
Since he has lost the light of the sun, by loosing
divine grace, let him turn to the moon, let him

* Unica spes mea Jesus, et post Jesum Virgo Maria.

+ Fecitque Deus duo Juminaria magna; luminare majus ut presesseg
diel, Juminare minus ut praesset noctl, Gen. 1. 16.

$ Luminare majus Christus, qui preest justis; luminare minmey,
idest Marla, quss preest peccatoribus.

A
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pray to Mary, and she will give him light te
know the misery of his condition, and strength
to come forth from it.*¥ St. Methodius says
that by the prayers of Mary innumerable sinners
are continually converted.}

One of the titles by which the holy Church
tsaches us to invoke the divine mother, and
&ich most encourages poor sinners, is the title
of “Refuge of Sinners,” with which we invoke
her in the Litanies. There were anciently, in
Judea, cities of refuge ; and criminals, who
sought protection in them, were free from the
penalty of their offences. Now, there are
not so many cities of refuge, but instead of
these there is one only, Mary ; of whom it was
spoken : Glorious things are said of thee, ohcity
of God-—Gloriosa dieta sunt de te civitas Dei.}
But with this difference, that not all criminals
could find refuge in those ancient cities, nor for
all sorts of crime ; but under the mantle of
Mary all offenders may find protection, what-
ever crimes they have committed. Tt is suffi-
cient for any one to have recourse to her for
protection. “I am the city of refuge for all
those who flee to me,”§ as St, John of Damascus
says, speaking in her name.

It is enough that we have recourse to her,

* Qui jacet in nocte culpe, respiciat lunam, deprecetur Mariam,
Serm. 2, de Ass. B. V.

t Marise virtute et precibus pene innumera peccatorum conver~
siones fiunt.

1 Psal. Ixxxvi. 3.

§ Ego civitas refugii omnium ad me confugientium. Or. 2. de
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He who has been so happy as to enter this” city
need not speak in order to secure his safety.
‘“Assemble yourselves and let us enter into the
fenced city, and let us be silent there”* This
fenced city, as the blessed Albertus Magnus ex-
plains it, is the holy Virgin, whose defence is
grace and glory. “Let us be silent there,” ac-
cording to the gloss: “since we may not dare t3
supplicate the Lord for pardon, it is enough that
we enter into the city and are silent, for then
Mary will speak and will pray forus.”t Whence
a devout writer exhorts all sinners to seek
shelter under the mantle of Mary, saying : Fly,
oh Adam, oh Eve, and ye their children, who
have offended God ; fly and take refuge in the
bosom of this good mother, Do you not know
that she is the only city of refuge, and the only
hope of sinners ?} As St. Augustine has called
her, The only hope of sinners: “Unica spes
peccatorum.”§

Hence St. Ephrem says: Thou art the only
advocate of sinners, and of those who are depriv-
ed of every help; and he thus salutes her: Hail!
refuge and retreat of sinners, to whom alone
they can flee with confidence] And this is

* Convenite celeriter et ingrediamur civitatem munitam, et sile-
amus ibi, Jerem. viii. 14,

t Et sileamus ibi. Quia non audemus deprecari Dominum quem
offendimus, ipsa, deprecetur et roget.

} Fugite O Adam, O Eva, fugite eorum liberi intra sinum matris
Mariz. Ipsa est civitas refugii, epes unica peccatorum. B. Fernan-
dez, in c. iv. Gen.

§ Serm. 18, de Sanct.

I Ave peccatorum refugium et hospitium: ad quam nimirum eem-
fugere possunt peccatores. De. Laud. Virg.
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what David intended to express, says a certain
author, when he gaid: “He hath protected me in
the secret place of his tabernacle,”* And what
is this tabernacle, if not Mary? As St. German-
us calls her, a tabernacle made by God, in which
none but God has entered, in order to complete
the great mysteries of human redemption,t On
this subject the great Father St. Basilsays: The
Lord has given us Mary as a public hospital where
all the infirm are poor, and destitute of every
other help, may assemble: ‘‘Aperuit nobis Deus
publicum valetudinarium.” Now, in hospitals
established expressly for the reception of the
poor, I would ask, who have the first claim to be
received, if not the poorest and most infirm?

‘Wherefore, let him who finds himself not mis-
erable, because most destitute of merit, and
most afflicted by the maladies of the soul, name-
ly, sins, say to Mary: Oh Lady, thou art the refuge
to the infirm; do not reject me, for, because I am
the poorest and most infirm of all, Ihave the
greater claim upon theeto receive me, Let us
say with St. Thomasof Villanova: Oh Mary, we
poor sinners know no refuge but thee. Thou art
our only hope; to thee we intrust our salvation,
Thou art the only advocate with Jesus Christ; to
to thee we all have recourse.}

* Protexit me in abscondito tabernaculi sul. Psal, xxvi. 5.

4 Tabernaculum a Deo fabricatum, in quo solus Deus ingressus
est sacris mysteriis operaturus in te pro salute omnium hominam.

¢ Nescimus aliud refugium nisi te, Tu sola es unica spes nostra.
In qua confidimus. Tu sola patrona nostra, ad quam omnes aspici.
gus, Serm. 3. de Nat. B. V.
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In the Revelations of St. Bridget, Mary is
ealled the star going before the sun: *Sidus
vadens ante solem.”* By which we are to un-
derstand, that when devotion to the divine
mother first dawns in asinful soul, it is a certain
sign that God will soon come to enrich her with
his grace. The glorious St. Bonaventure, in
order to revive in the hearts of sinners confi-
dence in the protection of Mary, represents to
us the sea in a tempest, in which sinners who
have fallen from the bark of divine grace, toss-
ed about by remorse of conscience, and by
the fear of divine justice, withoutlight and with-
out a guide, have almost lost the breath of hope,
and are nearly sinking in despair ; at this criti-
cal moment the saint, pointing to Mary, who is
commonly called “The star of the sea,” raises
his voice and exclaims : Oh poor, lost sinners, do
not despair, lift your eyes to that beautiful star,
take courage and trust, for she will guide you
out of the tempest, and bring you to the port of
safety.t

St. Bernard has said the same thing : If you
would not be overwhelmed in the tempest, turn
to this star, and call Mary to thy aid.} The
devout Blosius also says that she is the only ref-
uge for those who have offended God: the

* Rev, entr. c. 50.
+ Respirate ad illam perditi peccatores, et perducet vos ad portnss
In Psal. viii.

$ 8inon vie obrai procellls, respice stellam, voca Mariam, Hem,
% eup. Miss,



132 GLORIES OF MARY.

asylum of all those who are tempted and afflict.
ed.* This mother of mercy is all kindness and
all sweetness, not only with the just, but alse
with sinners and those who are in despair; so
that when she beholds them turning towards
her, and sees that they are with sincerity seek-
ing her help, she at once welcomes them, aids
them, and obtains their pardon from her Son.t
She neglects none, however unworthy they may
be, and refuses to none her protection; she con-
soles all; and no sooner do they call upon her,
than she hastens to their help.} . With her gen-
tleness she often wins their devotion, and raises
those sinners who are most averse to God, and
who are the most deeply plunged in the lethargy
of their vices that she may dispose them to re-
ceive divine grace, and at last render them-
selves worthy of eternal glory.§ God has creat-
ed this his beloved daughter with a disposition
so kind and compassionate, that noone can hesi-
tate to have recourse to her intercession.] The
devout writer concludes with saying: It is not
possible that any one can be lost, who with ex-

* Ipsa peccantium singulare refugium; ipsa omnium quos tentatio
arget, aut calamitas, aut persecutio, tutissimum asylum.

t Tota mitis est et suavis, non solum justis, verum etiam peccatorie
bus, et desperatis, Quos, ut ad se ex corde clamare conspexent.
statim adjuvat, suscipit et Judici reconciliat.

1 Nullum aspernens, nulli se negat; omnes consolatur, et tenuiter
Invocata, presto adest.

§ Sua bonitate sepe eos, qui Deo minus afficiuntur ad sui cultum
blande allicit; potenterque excitat, ut per hnjusmodi studium pra
parentur ad gratiam, et tandem apti reddantur regno ceelorums.

1 Talis a Deo facta est, ut nemo ad eam accedere trepidet,
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actness and humility practises devotion to this
divine mother*

She is called a plane-tree: As a plane-tree was
Texalted: ‘‘Quasiplatanus exaltata sum.”t Sin.
ners may understand by this, that as the plane-
tree gives a shelter to travellers, where they may
take refuge from the heat of the sun, thus Mary,
when she sees the anger of divine justice kin-
dled against them, invites them to resort to the
shelter of her protection. St. Bonaventure re-
marks that Isaias, in his day lamented, and said,
 Behold, thou art angry and we have sin-
ned. . . . .there is none that riseth up and tak-
eth hold of thee;”’} because Mary was not yet
born into the world.§ Butnow, if God is offen-
ded with any sinner, and Mary undertakes to
protect him, she restrains the Son from punish-
ing him, and saves him.] Also, continues St.
Bonaventure, no one can be found more fit than
Mary to place her hand upon the sword of divine
justice, that it may not descend upon the head
of the sinner,]  Richard of St. Laurence ex-
presses the same thought, when he says: God
lamented, before the birth of Mary, that there
was no one to restrain him from punishing

* Fierl non potest, ut pereat, qui Marle sedulus et humilis cultor
extiterit, In can. Vit. Spir. cap. 18.

+ Eccli. xxiv, 19,

t Ecce tu iratus es, et peccavimus . . . . non est qut consurgas,es
teneat te. Isa. Ixiv. 5, 7.

§ Ante Mariam non fuit qui eic Deum detinere auderet,

[ Detinet Filium ne peccatoribus percutiat,
§ Nemo tam idoneus, qui gladio Domini;manus objicat,
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the sinner; but Mary being born, she appeases
him, *

St. Basil encourages sinners with the same
thought, and says: Oh sinner, be not timid, but
in all thy necessities flee to Mary, invoke her
aid, and thou wilt always find her ready to assist
thee, for it is the divine will that she should aid
all men in all their necessities,} This mother
of mercy has such a desire to save the most
abandoned sinners, that sheeven goes to seek
them ; and if they have recourse to her, she
will surely find a method of rendering them
dear to God,

Isaac being desirous to eat the flesh of some
venison, promised to give his benediction in ex-
change for it to Esau; but Rebecca wishing
that her other son Jacob should receive this ben-
ediction, ordered him to bring her two kids, for
she would prepare the food that Isaac loved,
“Go thy way to the flock, bring me two kids.”’t
St. Antoninus says that Rebecca was the type
of Mary, who says to the angels, Bring me sin-
ners (who are typified by the kids), that I may
prepare them in such a manner (by obtaining
for them sorrow and good resolutions) as toren-
der them dear and acceptable to my Lord.§
The Abbot Francone, pursuing the same thought,

* Querebatur Dominus ante Mariam: Non est qui consurgat, et
teneat me, Ezech, xxii. Donec inventa est Maria, quee tenuit eum,
donec emolliret. De Laud. Virg.

+ Ne diffidas, peccator, sed in cunctis Mariam sequere et invoca,
guam voluit Deus in cunctis subvenire. De Annunc. B. Virg.

$ Pergens ad gregem, affer mihi duos heedos. Gen. xxvil &

§ Part. 4, tit, 15, c. 2.
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gays, that Mary so well understands how to pre-
pare these kids, that they not only equal, but
sometimes even surpass the flavor of venison.*

The blessed Virgin herself revealed to St.
Bridget, that no sinner in the world is so great
an enemy to God, that if he has recourse to her
and invokes her aid, does not return to God and
is not restored to his favor. { And the same
St. Bridget heard one day Jesus Christ saying
to his mother, that she could obtain the di-
vine favor even for Lucifer, if he would humble
himself so far as to ask her help.] That proud
spirit would never stoop to implore the protec-
tion of Mary, but if such a thing could happen,
Mary would take pity upon him, and the power
of her prayers would obtain from God his par-
don and salvation. But what cannot happen to
the devil may well happen to sinners who seek
the help of this mother of mercy.

Noe’s ark also prefigured Mary; because as in
that all the animal creation found refuge, so un-
der the mantle of Mary all sinners find protec-
tion, who have made themselves like the brutes
by their vices and sensuality, With this differ-
ence, however, saysa certain author: The brutes
entered into the ark and remained bruves

* Vere saplens mulier, quee novit sic hedos condire, ut gratiam
cervorum cozquent, aut etiam superent. Tom. 3, de Grat.

+ Nullus {ta abjectus a Deo, qui si me invocaverit, non reveriatur
ad Deum.

$ Etiam diabolo misericordiam exhiberes si humilites peterst
Rev. 1, 1,¢. 6.
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still; the wolf remained a wolf, the tiger & t&
ger.* But under the mantle of Mary the wolf
becomes a lamb, the tigera dove. St Gertrude
once saw Mary with her mastle outspread, and
under it wild beasts of various kinds, leopards,
lions, and bears; and the Virgin not only did
not drive them from her but with her gentle
band kindly received them and caressed them.
The saint understood that these wild beasts were
miserable sinvers who when they take refuge
with Mary are received by her with sweeiness
and iove.}

Jn«ﬂv then, did Si. Bernard ssy to the Vir-

: Oh Lady, thou dost sbhor no sinner, how-

ever sbandoned and vile he msy be, when he
bas recoarse to thee; if he asks thy help thon
wilt condescend to extend thy kind hand to
draw him from the depths of despair] Oh
ever blessed srd thanked be cur God, ob meost
amisble Mary, who made thee so merciful sred
kind towards the most miserable sinners. Oh,
wretched sre those who do not love thee, and
who, having it in their power to seek belp of
thee, do not trust in thee! He who does pe
implore the aid of Mary is lost; but who has
ever been lost that had recourse to her?

It is related in Scriptare that Booz permitted
l“;;\ Blos. Mom. Spiz. oz L

2 Te pecossoress omsmcemcmingue fetiivm mom borres, & 3d e

sospicyvers,  ilum 3 Sesgerstiomis bamyo pis mawr remaaie
Ouis. Pamig. sEB W

e
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the woman named Ruth to glean the ears that
the reapers dropped and left behind them:
¢ Colligebat spicas post terga metentium,” *
St. Bonaventure adds, that 2s Ruth found fa-
vor in the eyes of Booz, so Mary has found fa-
vor in the eyes of the Lord, and is permitted to
glean after the reapers.t The reapersare the apos-
tolic Jaborers, missionaries, preachers, and con-
fessors, who toil through the day to gather and
win souls to God. But there are some rebellious
and obdurate souls who are left behind even by
these reapers, and it is granted to Mary alone by
her powerful intercession to save these abandon-
ed ears. But unhappy are those who do not yield
themselves to this sweet Lady! for they will be
entirely lost and accursed! DBlessed, on the
other hand, are those who have recourse to this
good mother! There is no sinner in the world,
says the devout Blosius, so lost and sunk in sin,
that Mary would abhor bhim and reject him.
Ah, if such would seek her aid, this good moth-
er could and would reconcile them to her Son,
and obtain for tiiem pardon.}

With reason, then, oh my sweetest queen,
does St. John of Damascus salute thee and call

* Rath ii. 3.

+ Rath in oculis Booz, Maria in oculis Domini hane gratiame in-
venit, ut ipsa spicas, idest animas a messoribas derelictas, colligere
ad veniam possit. In Spe. czp. 8.

$ Nullum tam execrabilem peccatoremx orbis habet, qgaem ipea
abominetur, et a se repellat; quemque dilectissimo nato swo (modo

QA precelar opem) nom possit, sciat et velit reconciiare, Bloa de
dictis, P. P. . 5
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thee: “The hope of the despairing.”* Justly does
St. Laurence Justinian name thee : ‘“The hope
of evil-doers.”t St. Augustine: “The only ref-
uge of sinners.”} St, Ephrem : “The secure
haven for the shipwrecked.”§ The same saint
calls thee even by another appellation : “The pro.
tectress of the condemned.”| TFinally, St. Ber-
nard, with reason, exhorts the desperate not to
despair ; whence, full of joy and tendernesstow-
ards this his most dear mother, he asks her
lovingly : Oh Lady, who would not trust in thee,
if thou dost thus relieve even the despairing?
Ido not doubt in the least, he adds, that if we
always applied to thee we should obtain what
we wish, In thee, then, let the despairing
hope. § St. Antoninus relates that a sinner
finding himself in disgrace before God, imagin-
ed himself standing before the tribunal of Jesus
Christ : the devil was accusing him and Mary
defending him, The enemy presented against
this poor criminal the catalogue of his offences,
which, placed in the balance of divine justice
far outweighed his good works ; but what then
did his great advocate do? She extended her
kind hand and placed it in the otherscale; it de-
scended in favor of her suppliant, and thus it

* Salve spes desperatorum.,

+ Spes delinquentium. P. P. cap. 5

1 Unica spes peccatorum.

§ Naufragorum portus tutissimus.

1 Protectrix damnatorum.

9 Quis non sperabit in te, qua etiam adjuvas desperatos! Non

dubito, quod &1 ad te venerimus; habebimus quod volemus. Ints
ergo speret qui desperat.  Sup. Salv. Reg.
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was given him to understand, that she would obe
tain his pardon if he would change hislife; and,
indeed, after that vision he was converted and
changed his life,

EXAMPLE.

The blessed John Erolto, who, through hu-
mility, called himself tke disciple, relates,* that
there was once a married man who lived in dis-
grace in the sight of God. His wife, a virtuous
woman, not being able to induce him to
abandon his vicious courses, entreated him that
at least, while he was in so miserable a condi-
tion, he would offer this devotion to the mother
of God, namely, to say a “Hail Mary” every
time he passed before her altar, He according-
ly began to practise this devotion, One night,
when he was about to commit a sin, he saw a
light, and, on closer observation, perceived that
it was a lamp burning before a holy image of
the blessed Virgin, who held the infant Jesusin
her arms, He said a “Hail Mary,” as usunal ;
but what did he see? He saw the infant cover-
ed with wounds, and fresh blood flowing from
them. Both terrified and moved in his feelings,
he remembered that he himself too had wound-
ed his Redeemer by his sins, and began to weep,
but he observed that the child turned away
from him. In deep confusion, he had recourse
to the most holy Virgin, saying : “Mother of
mercy, thy Son rejects me ; I can find no advo-

* In Promntuar,
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eate more kind and more powerful than thou,
who art his mother ; my queen, aid me, and pray
to him in my behalt,” The divine mother an-
swered him from that image : “You sinners call
me mother of mercy, but yet you do not cease
%> make me mother of misery, renewing the pas-
sion of my Son, and my dolors.” DBut because
Mary never sends away disconsolate those who
cast themselves at her feet, she began to entreat
her Son that he would pardon that miserable
ginner. Jesus continued to show himself un.
willing to grant such a pardon, but the holy
Virgin, placing the infant in the niche, prostrat-
ed herself before him, saying : “My Son, I will
not leave thy feet until thou hast pardoned this
sinner,” “My Mother,” answered Jesus, “Ican
deny thee nothing ; dost thou wish for his
pardon ? for love of thee I will pardon him,
Let him come and kiss my wounds.” The sin-
ner approached, weeping bitterly, and as he
kissed the wounds of the infant, they were
healed. Then Jesus embraced him as a sign of
pardon. Ile changed his conduct, led a holy
life, and was ever full of love to the blessed
Virgin, who had obtained for him so great a
favor.

PRAYER,

I venerate, oh most pure Virgin Mary, thy
most sacred heart, which was the delight and
repose of God; a heart filled with humility,
purity, and divine love. I, an unhappy sinner,
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come to thee with a heart filled with unclean-
ness and wounds. Oh mother of mercy, do not
on this account despise me, but let it excite
thee to a greater compassion, and come to my
help. Do not look for virtue or merits in me
before thou grantest me thy aid ; I am lost, and
only merit hell. Look at nothing, I pray thee,
but the confidence I have in thee, and the desire
I cherish of amending my life, Look at what
Jesus has done and suffered for me, and then
abandon me if thou canst. Ioffer tothee all the
afflictions of his life, the cold that he suffered
in the stable, his journey to Egypt, the blood
that he shed, his poverty, toil, sweat, and sad-
ness, the death he endured in thy presence, for
love of me ; and, for the love of Jesus, promise
to save me, Ah, my mother, I will not and I
cannot fear that thou wilt cast me from thee,
when I flee to thee and implore thy help. To
fear this, would be unjust to thy mercy, which
seeks the miserable to relieve them. Oh Lady,
do not refuse thy compassion to him to whom
Jesus has not refused his blood 5 but the merits
of this blood will not be applied to me, if thou
dost not recommend me to God. From thee I
hope salvation, I do not ask of thee riches,
honors, or the other goods of earth ; I only ask
of thee the grace of God, love for thy Son, the
fulfilment of his-will, and paradise, where I may
love him eternally. Is it possible that thou wilt
not hear me ? No, already thou dost hear me,
asI hope ; already thou art praying for me, ak
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ready thou art procuring me the favors I ask, al-
ready thou art receiving me under thy protection.
My mother, do not leave me ; continue, con-
tinue to pray for me, until thou seest me safe in
heaven at thy feet, to bless and thank thee
through all eternity, Amen.

CHAPTER IV,

AD TE CLAMAMUS EXULES FILII HEVA.,
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve.

SECTION 1.

HOW READY MARY IS TO SUCCOR THOSE WHO CALL
UPON HER.

‘WE poor children of the unhappy Eve, guilty
before God of her sin, and condemned to the
same punishment, go wandering through this
valley of tears, exiles from our country, weep-
ing and afflicted by innumerable pains of body
and soul! But blessed is he who in the midst
of so many miseries turns to the consoler of the
world, to the refuge of the unhappy, to the
great mother of God, and devoutly invokes her
and supplicates her! “Blessed is the man that
heareth me, and that watcheth daily at my
gates.”* Blessed, says Mary, is he who listens
to my counsels, and incessantly watches at the

* Beatus homo, qui audit me, et vigilat ad fores meas quotidie!
Proverbs viil 34
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door of my mercy, invoking my help and inter-
cession! The holy Church instructs us her chil-
dren with how great attention and confidence we
should have continually recourse to this our lov-
ing protectress; ordaining special devotions to
her, that during the year many festivals should
be celebrated in her honor; that one day of the
week should be especially consecrated to her;
that every day, in the divine office, all ecclesi-
astics and members of religious orders should in-
voke her in behalf of the whole Christian people,
and that three times a day all the faithful, at
the sound of the bell, should salute her, This will
suffice to show how, in all seasons of public
calamity, the holy Church always directs her
children to have recourse to the divine mother
with novenas, prayers, processions, visits to her
churches and altars, This, Mary herself wishes
us to do, namely, always to invoke and suppli-
cate her, not to ask our homage and praise, which
are too poor in comparison with her merit, but
that our confidence and devotion to her thus in-
creasing, she may aid and console us more, She
seeks such as approach her devoutly and rever-
ently, says St. Bonaventure; these she cherishes,
loves, and adopts as her children.*

The same St. Bonaventure says, that Mary
was prefigured by Ruth, whose name, being in-
terpreted, signifies seeing, hastening ;4 for Mary,

* Ipsa tales querit qui ad eam devote et reverenter accedant; hos
enim diligit, hos nutrit, hos In filios suscipit. P. 8, Stim. Div. Am,
¢. 16.

t Videns et festinans. In Speec.



144 GLORIES OF MARY.

seeing our miseries, hastens to aid us by her com-
passion.* - To which Novarino adds, that Mary
is 8o desirous to do us good, that she can bear
no delay; and not being a miserly keeper of her
favors, but the mother of mercy, she cannot re-
strain herself from dispensing, as soon as possible
among her servants, the treasures of her liberal-
ity.t .

Oh, how ready 18 this good mother to aid him
who invokes her! “Thy two breasts are like
two young roes,”} Richard of St. Laurence, ex-
piaining this passage, says that the breasts of
Mary readily, like the roe’s, give the milk of
mercy to those who ask it.§ The same author
assures us that the mercy of Mary is bestowed
on all who ask it, though they offer no prayer
but a “Hail Mary.” Hence, Novarino affirms,
that the blessed Virgin not only hastens, but
flies to aid those who have recourse to her, She,
says this author, in exercising mercy, can-
not but resemble God; for, as the Lord hastens
to succor those who ask help from him,
being very faithful to observe the promise which
he has made to us—Ask, and you shall receive[|—
so Mary, when she is invoked, immediately

#* Videns enim nostram miseriam, est et festinans ad impendendam
suam misericordiam.

+ Nescit nectere moras benefaciendi cupida, nec gratiarum avara
custos est; tardare nescit molimina misericordiee mater benefi-
centiz su@ thesanros in suos effusura. Nov, Umbr, Virg. ¢, 10,
Exc. 75.

1 Duo ubera tua gicut duo hinnulli caprez. Cant. iv. 5,

§ Compressione levissima angelicee salutationis larga stillabunt
stillicidize,

1 Petite et accipietis.,
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hastens to help those who call upon her.* And
by this is explained who was the woman of the
Apocalypse, with two wings of a great eagle,
that she might fly into the desert.t Ribeira ex-
plains these two wings to signify the love with
which Mary always hastens to God.} DBut the
blessed Amadeus says, remarking on this pas-
sage, that the wings of an eagle signify the
velocity with which Mary, surpassing in swift-
ness the seraphs, always comes to the help of
her children.§

We read in the Gospel of St. Luke, that
when Mary went to visit St. Elizabeth, and be-
stow blessings on all her family, she was not
slow, but travelled that whole journey with
haste.] But we do not read that it was so on
her return, For the same reason, it is said in
the sacred Canticles, that the hands of Mary
are turned.¥ For, as Richard of St, Laurence
explains it, The art of turning is easier and quick-
er than other arts, so Mary is more ready
than any other of the saints to aid her suppli-
ants.** She has the greatest desire to console all,

* Alis utitur Deus; ut suis opituletur, statim advolat; alas sumit
et Virgo, in nostri auxilium advolatura. Nov. ¢. 10, Excurs. 73.

t Et date sunt mulieri ale duee aquilee magne ut volaret in de-
gertum. Apoc, xii. 14.

$ Pennas habet aquile, quia amore Dei volat. X

§ Motu celerrimo seraphin alas excedens, ubique suis nt mater oc-
currit., Hom. 8, de Laud. Virg,

| Exurgens Maria abiit in montana cum festinatione. Luc.
ii. 1-39.

9 Manus filius tornatiles. Cant. v. 14.

** Sicut ars tornandi promptior est aliis artibus, sic Maria ad
benefaciendum promptior est aliis sanctis. De Laud. Virg. i. 5.
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and she scarcely hears herself invoked befors
she graciously receives the petition and comes
to our aid.* Justly, then, St, Bonaventure
calls Mary, The salvation of those who invoke
her: ““O salus te invocantium!” signifying, that
to be saved it is sufficient to appeal to this di-
vine mother, who, according to Richard of St,
Laurence, is always ready to aid those who
pray to hert For, as St. Bernardine de Bustis
says: This great Lady is more desirous to con-
fer favors upon us than we are to receive them.}

Neither should the multitude of our sins di-
minish our confidence that we shall be graciously
heard by Mary, if we cast ourselves at her feet,
She is the mother of mercy, and there would be
no occasion for mercy, if there were no wretch-
edness to be relieved Therefore, as a good
mother does not hesitate to apply a remedy to
her child, however loathsome its disease, although
the cure may be troublesome and disgust-
ing; thus our good mother does not abandon us,
when we recur to her however great may be the
filth of our sins, which she comes to cure.§ This
sentiment is taken from Richard of St. Lau-
rence. And Mary intended to signify the same

® Omnes consolatur, et tenuiter invocata presto adest. Blosius in
Cant. Vit. Spir. c. 18.

t Inveniens semper paratam auxiliari.

$ Plus vult illa facere tibi bonum, quam tu accipere concupiscas.
Mar. 1, Serm. 5, de Nom. Mar.

§ Non enim mater hec dedignatur peccatorem sicut nec bona mater
filium scabiosum. Quia propter hoc factam ee recollt misericordiss
genitricem. Ubienim non est miseria, misericordia non habet locum,
e Laod. Virg. lib, 4.
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when she appeared to St. Gertrude, spreading her
mantle to receive all who had reccnrse toher: at
the same time it was given thes. nt to under-
stand, thatthe angels are waiting to defend the
devout suppliants of Mary from the assaults of
hell.*

So great is the love and pity which this good
mother has for us, that she does not wait for
our prayers before giving us her aid. ‘“‘She pre-
venteth them that covet her, so that she first
showeth herself unto them.”t These words of
wisdom St, Anselm applies to Mary,and says that
she anticipates those who desire her protection.
By this we are to understand, that she obtains
many graces from God for us before we ask them
from her, Therefore Richard of St. Victor
says: Mary is called the moon: Pulchra utluna;t
rct only because she hastens as the moon to
shine on those who seek her light,§ but because
she 80 earnestly desires our welfare that in our
necessities she anticipates our prayers, and in
her compassion she is more prompt to help us
than we are to have recourse to her,] For,adds
the same Richard, the breast of Mary
isso full of pity that she scarcely knows our
miseries before she offers us the milk of her
mercy, neither can this gracious queen perceive

* Rev. lib. 4, cap. 49.
t Przoccupat, qui se concuplscunt, ut illis se prius ostendat. C.

vi 4.

$ In Cant. c. 23.

§ Velocitate preestat.

1 Velocius occurrit ejus pietas, quam Invocetur, et causas mise
sorum anticipat. Loc. cit,
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the necessities of any soul without relieving it.*

And truly, Mary manifested to us while she
was on earth, in the nuptials of Cana,} her great
compassion for our sufferings, which prompts
her to relieve them before we pray to her. This
kind mother saw the trouble of that pair who
were mortified to find that their wine had failed
at the wedding banquet; and without being re-
quested, moved only by her compassionate
heart, which cannot look upon the affliciions of
others without pity, prayed her Son, to console
them by merely mentioning to him the necessi-
ties of the family: They have no wine: § “Vi-
num non habent.”  After which, her Son, to
comfort that family, and still more to satisfy
the compassionate heart of his mother, perform-
ed, as she desired, the well-known miracle of
changing the water contained in vasesinto wine.
Novarino here remarks, that if Mary, though un-
asked, is so recady to aid us in our necessities,
how much more so will she be when we invoke
her and implore her aid!§

If any one doubts that he shall be assisted by
Mary when he has recourse to her, let him listen
to the words of Innocent III.: Who has everinvo-
voked thissweet Lady, and has not been heard by

* Adeo replentur ubera tua misericordia, ut alterius miseriz notitia
tacta, fac fundant misericordie. Nec possis miserias scire, et non
subvenire, In Cant. c. 23.

4 Luc. ii.

% Joan. ii. 3

§ Si tam prompta ad auxilium currit non quasita, quid quesita
preestitura est. C. 10, Ex. 27.
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her?* Who, oh holy Virgin, exclaims the
blessed Eutychian, has ever sought thy powerful
protection, which can relieve the most miser-
able and rescue the most degraded, and has been
abandoned by thee? No, this has never hap-
pened, and never will happen.}  Let him be si-
lent concerning thy mercy, oh blessed Virgin,
whose necessities have been neglected by thee
after he has implored thy aid.}

Sooner will heaven and earth be destroyed,
says the devout Blosius, than Mary fail to aid
those who, with a pure intention, recommend
themselves to her and put their confidence in
her.§ And to increase our confidence, St. An-
selm adds, that when we have recourse to this
divine mother, we may not only be sure of her
protection, but that sometimes we shall be soon-
er heard and saved by invoking her holy name
than that of Jesus our Saviour.] And he gives
this reason: Because it belongs to Christ, as our
judge, to punish, but to Mary, as our advocate,
to pity.q] By this he would give us to under-
stand, that we sooner find salvation by recur-

* Quis invocavit eam et non est auditus ab ipsa? Serm. 2, de
Ass. B. V.

+ Quis unquam, O Beata, fideliter omnipotentem tuam rogavit
opem, et fuit derelictus? Revera nullus unquam. In vita S. Theoph,

1 Sileat misericordiam tuam, Virgo beata, qui in necessitatibus te
vocatam meminerit defuisse, Serm. 1, de Ass.

§ Citius ccelum cum terra perierint, quam Maria aliquem serio se
implorantem sua ope destituat. In Spec. c. I

I Velocior nonnunquam est nostra ralus, invocato nomine Mariee,
quam 1nvocato nomine Jesu. De Exc, V. c. 6.

4 Quia ad Christum, tanquam judicem, pertinet etlam punire; ad
Virginem tanquam patronam nonnisi misereri. Loc. cit.



‘150 GLORIES OF MARY.

ring to ine motherthan the Son; not because
Mary is more powerful than her Son to save us,
for we know that Jesus is our only Saviour, and
that by his merits alone he hasobtained and
does obtain for us salvation; but because when
we have recourse to Jesus, considering him also
as the judge to whom it belongs to punish the
ungrateful, we may lose the confidence neces-
sary to be heard; but going to Mary, who holds
no other office than that of exercising compassion
towards us as mother of mercy, and defending
us ag our advocate our confidence will be more
secure and greater. 'We ask many things of
God and do not obtain them; we ask the.n from
Mary and obtain them; how is this? Nicephorus
answers: This does not happen because Mary is
more powerful than God, but because God has
seen fit thus to honor his mother.*

How consoling is the promise that our Lord
himself made on this subject to St. Bridget.
‘We read in her revelations, that one day this
saint heard Jesus speaking with his mother, and
that he said to her: “Mother, ask of me what-
ever thou wilt, for I will refuse nothing that
thou dost ask;t and be assured,” he added, “that
all those who for love of thee seek any favor,
although they are sinners, if they desire to
amend. I promise to hear them.,”; 'The same

* Mula petantur a Deo, et'non obtinentur; multa petuntur a Maria
et obtinentur; non quia potentior sed quia Deus eam decrevit sis
monorare. Ap. P. Pep. Grandez, etc.

4 Nulla erit petitio tua in me, qua non audiatur. Lib. 1, 80.

1 Bt per te omnes, qui per te petunt misericordiam, cum voluntate
se emendandi, gratiam habebunt. Loc, cit.
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thing was revealed to St. Gertrude, who heard
our Redeemer hiaiself say to Mary, that he had
in his omnipotence permitted her to exercise
mercy towards sinners who invoke her, in what-
ever manner it should please her.*

Every one invoking this mother of mercy may
then say, with St. Augustine: ‘‘Remember, oh
most compassionate Lady! that since the begin-
ning of the world there never has been any one
abandoned by thee. Therefore pardon me if I
say that I do not wish to be the first sinner who
has sought thy aid in vain.”t

EXAMPLE.

St. Francis of Sales, as we read in his life, effi-
caciously experienced the power of this prayer.
At seventeen years of age he wasliving in Paris,
engaged in study, and at the same time wholly
devoted to pious exercises and holy love of God,
whick gave him a perpetual foretaste of heaven-
ly joy. At this time the Lord, to try his faith,
and attach him more strongly to his love, per-
mitted the devil to represent to him that his
efforts were in vain, because he was already
condemned by the divine decree. 'The darkness
and dryness in which it pleased God to leave
him at the time for he was insensible to all con-

* Ex omnipotentia mea, Mater, tibi concessi propitiationem om-
ninm peccatorum, qui devote invocant tuse pietatis auxilium, gnali-
cnmgue modo placeat tibi. Ap, Pep. loc. cit.

+ Memorare piissima Maria, a seeculo non esse anditum, quamquam
ad tua preesidia confugientem esse derelictum,
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soling thoughts of the divine goodness, caused
this temptation to have more power over the
heart of the holy youth; so that through great
fear and desolation he lost his appetite, sleep,
color, and cheerfulness, and excited the com-
passion of all those who looked upon him.
‘Whilst this horrible conflict lasted, the saint
could conceive no other thoughts and utter no
other words but those of sorrow and distrust,
¢“Shall I, then,” he said, as it is related in his
life, “be deprived of the favor of my God, who
hitherto  has shown himself so gracious
and so kind to me? Oh love! oh beauty !
to which I have consecrated all my affections,
shall T never more enjoy your consolations? Oh
. Virgin mother of God, the most beautiful of all
the daughters of Jerusalem, amI then never to
see thee in paradise? Ah, my Lady!if I am
never to see thy lovely face, do not permit me
tobe forced to blaspheme and curse thee in hell.”
These were the tender sentiments of that afilict-
ted heart, still so enamored of God and the Vir-
gin, This temptation lasted for a month, but
at length the Lord was pleased to deliver him
from it by means of the consolor of the world,
most holy Mary, to whom the saint had before
made a vow of chastity, and upon whom he used
to say he had placed all his hopes. One evening,
on returning home, he entered a church, where
he saw a small tablet suspended from the wall;
he found written on it the prayer of St. Augus-
tine above mentioned: “Remember, oh mos$
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merciful Mary! that no one, in any age, was ever
known to have fled to thee for help and found
himself abandoned,” He prostrated himself be-
fore the altar of the divine mother, and recited
with deep feeling this prayer; he renewed his
vow of chastity, promised to recite daily the
rosary, and then added: “Oh my queen, be my
advocate with thy Son, whom I dare not ap-
proach. My mother, if in the other world I
should be so unhappy as not to be able to love
my Lord, whom I know is so worthy to be lov-
ed, at least obtain for me that I may love him as
much as I can in this world, This is the grace
that I ask of thee, and from thee I hope for it.”
Thus he supplicated the Virgin, and then aban.
doned himself to the divine mercy, resigning
himself entirely to the will of God. But hardly
had he finished his prayer, when by his most
sweet mother he was suddenly freed from temp-
tation ; he immediately recovered his interior
peace, and with it health of body, and from that
time continued to live a most devout servant of
Mary, whose praises and mercies he never ceased
to proclaim in his preaching and his writings to
the end of his life.

PRAYER.

Oh mother of God! oh queen of angels! oh hope
of men! listen to him who invokes thee and has
recourse to thee,  Behold me to-day prostrate
at thy feet; I,a miserable slave of hell, conse-
crate myself to thee as thy servant forever, of-
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fering myself to serve and honor thee to the ut
most of my power all the days of my life, I
know that thy honor isnot increased by the sere
vice of go vile and wretched a slave as I am,
who have so grievously offended thy Son and
my Redeemer Jesus, But if thou wilt acceps
one so unworthy as I for thy servant, and chang-
ing him by thy intercession, wilt render him
worthy, thy own compassion will confer upon
thee that honor which I, vile as I am, cannot
render thee, Accept me, then, and do not re-
ject me, oh my mother! The eternal Word
came from heaven upon earth to seek the lost
sheep, and to save them, became thy Son, And
wilt thou despise a poor sheep, who comes to
thee to help him find Jesus? The price has al-
ready been paid for my salvation; my Saviour
has shed his blood, which is enough to save in«
finite worlds, It only remains this blood should
be applied to me; and to thee it belongs, oh
.blessed Virgin! to thee it belongs, as St. Ber-
nard says, to bestow the merits of thisblood on
whomsoever it may please thee, To thee it be-
longs, as St. Bonaventure also says, to save
whom thou wilt.* Oh my queen, help me,
then! my queen, save me! To you this day I
commit my soul;and do thou secure its safety.
Ob, salvation of those who invoke thee! I will
exclaim with the same saint, save m E

Pt * Quem ipsa vis salvus erit.
¥ € O salus te inv.
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SECTION II.

NOW POWERFUL IS MARY IN PROTECTING THOSE WHO
INVOKE HER IN TEMPTATIONS OF THE DEVIL,

Nor only most holy Mary is queen of heaven
and of the saints, but also of hell and the devils,
for she has bravely triumphed over them by
her virtues, From the beginning of the world
God predicted to the infernal serpent the
victory and the empire which our queen would
obtain over him, when heannounced to him that
a woman would come into the world who should
conquer him. “I will put enmities between thee
and the woman ; she shall crush thy head.”*
And what woman was this enemy if not Mary,
who, with her beautiful humility and holy
life, always conquered him and destroyed his
forces ? St. Cyprian affirms that the mother of
our Lord Jesus Christ was promised in that
woman :} and hence he remarks, that God did
not use the words I put, but I will put, lest the
prophecy should seem to appertain to Eve.}
He said, I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, to signify that this his vanquisher
was not the living Eve, but must be another
woman descending from her, who was to bring
to our first parents greater blessings, as St. Vin.
ceut Ferrer says, than those they had lort by

* Inimicitias ponam inter te et muherem, ipsa conteret capwt
taum. Gen. iii. 15,

+ Mater Domini Jesu Christi in illa muliere promissa est,
1 Non pono, sed ponam ne ad Evam pertiner ‘deatur.
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their sin.* Mary, then, is this great and strong
woman who has conquered the devil, and has
crushed his head by subduing his pride, as
the Lord added : “‘She shall crush thy head.”t
Some of the commentators doubt whether these
words refer to Mary or to Jesus Christ, because
in the Septuagint version we read : ‘‘He shall
crush thy head.”f But in our Vulgate, which
is the only version approved by the Council of
Trent, it is She, and not He, And thus St. Am-
brose, St. Jerome, St. Augustine, St. John
Chrysostom, and many others have understood
it. However this may be, it is certain that the
Son by means of the mother, or the mother by
means of the Son, has vanquished Lucifer ; so
that this proud spirit, as St. Bernard tells
us, has been ignominiously overpowered and
crushed by this blessed Virgin.§ Hence as a
slave conquered in war, he is forced always to
obey the commands of this queen. St, Brumno
says, that Eve, by yielding to the serpent,
brought into the world death and darkness : but
that the blessed Virgin, by conquering the devil
brought us life and light : and she lLas
bound him so that he cannot move to do the
least harm to her servants.|

# Parentibus primis Virginem ab ipsis processuram; gne afferret
majus bonum quam ipsi perdiderunt. Serm. 2, de Nat, Virg.

+ Ipsa conteret caput tnum, % Ipse conteret caput fuum.

$Sub Marie pedibus conculcatus et contritus miserani patitnr
gervitutem. Serm. in Sign. Magn.

§ Et Eva mors, et caligo; in Maria, vita conslstit, et Jux. Illas

diabolo victa est; hec diabolum vicit et ligavit. Ap. Scala Franc,
p. 4.¢ 10
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Richard of St. Laurence gives a beautiful ex-
planation to these words of Proverbs; “The
hearts of her husband trusteth in her, and he
ghall have no need of spoils.*¥ Richard says:
The heart of her husband, that is, Christ, trusts
in her, and he shall have no need of spoils, for
she will endow him with the spoils which she
has taken from the devil.f God has intrusted
the heart of Jesus, as & Lapide expresses it, to
the care of Mary, that she may procure for it
the love of men; and thus he will not be in need
of spoils, that is, of the conquest of souls, for
she will enrich him with those souls of which she
despoils hell, and which she has rescued from
the demons from her powerful aid.

It is well known that the palm is the emblem
of victory, and for this reason our queen has
been placed on a high throne in the sight of all
potentates, as a palm, the sign of certain victory,
which all can promise themselves who have re-
course to her. “I was exalted like a palm-tree in
Cades,”t That is, for a defence § asblessed Al-
bertus Magnussays: Oh, my children, Mary seems
to say to us with these words, when the enemy as-
sails you, lift your eyes to me, behold me and
take courage; for in me, who defends you, you
will behold, at the same time, your victory, So

* Confldlt in ea cor virt sui, et spollis non indigebit, Prov.
xxxi, 11,

4 Confidit in ea cor virl sul, scilicet Christi. Et spoliis non indige-
bit; ipsa enim quasi ditat sponsum suum, quibus spoliat diabolum.

$ Quasi palma exaltata sum in Cades, Eccll, xxiv. 18-

§ 8cilicet ad defendendum,
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that recourse to Mary is the most certain means
of overcoming all the assaults of hell; for she, as
St. Bernardine of Sienna says, is queen over
hell, and ruler of the spirits of evil, for she con-
trols and conquers them.* And therefore Mary
is called terrible against the power of hell, as an
army get in array.  ‘Terrible as an army set
in array,”t Set in array, because she knows
how to array her powers, that is, her compas-
sion and her prayers, to the confusion of the en-
emy and the benefit of her servants, who, in
their temptations, invoke her powerful aid.

“As the vine I have brought forth a pleas-
ant odor,”f ¢I, like the vine, as the Holy Spir-
it puts it in her mouth to say, have given fruit
of sweet odor.” “Itis said,” adds St, Bernard,
on this passage, ‘“that every venomous reptile
shuns the flowering vines,”§ As from vines all
poisonous serpents flee, thus the demons flee
from those fortunate souls in whom they per-
ceive the odor of devotion to Mary. On this
account she also is called a cedar: “I was exalt-
ed like a cedar in Libanus,”] not only because
as the cedar is free from corruption, so Mary is
free from sin, but also because, as Cardinal Hugo

* Beata Virgo dominatur in regno inferni, Dicitur igitur domina
demonnm, quasi domans demones. Serm. 3, de Glor. Nom, Mar.

+ Terribilis ut castrorum acies ordinata. Cant, vi, 3.

$ Ego quasi vitis fructificavi suavitatem odoris. Eccli. xxiv. 23,

§ Aiunt de florescentibus vitibus omne reptile venantium excedere
loco. Serm, 60, in Cant.
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