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Included is a supplementary 33-day Preparation for Total Consecration, 1958.

This work is published for the greater Glory of Jesus Christ through His most
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COMMENDATIONS OF THE POPES

Pope Pius IX (1846—78): Declared that Saint Louis De Montfort’s devotion to Mary was

the best and most acceptable form of devotion to Our Lady.
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Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903): Granted a Plenary Indulgence to those who make Saint
Louis De Montfort’s act of consecration to the Blessed Virgin. On his deathbed he
renewed the act himself and invoked the heavenly aid of Saint Louis De Montfort, whom
he had beatified in 1888.

Pope Saint Pius X (1903—14): “I heartily recommend True Devotion to The Blessed
Virgin, so admirably written by [Saint] De Montfort, and to all who read it grant the
Apostolic Benediction.” . . .”There is no surer or easier way than Mary in uniting all men
with Christ.”

Pope Benedict XV (1914—22): “A book of high authority and unction.”
Pope Pius XI (1922—39): “I have practiced this devotion ever since my youth.”

Pope Pius XII (1939—58): “God Alone was everything to him. Remain faithful to the
precious heritage, which this great saint left you. It is a glorious inheritance, worthy, that

you continue to sacrifice your strength and your life, as you have done until today.”
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it
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2. Particular and Interior Practices for Those who Wish to be Perfect

Manner of Practising this Devotion to Our Lady, when we go to Holy Communion

33-Day Preparation for Total Consecration to Mary

Initial 12-Day Preparation Emptying Yourself of the Spirit of the World

Week One: Obtain Knowledge of Yourself

Week Two: Obtain Knowledge of the Blessed Virgin

Week Three: Obtain Knowledge of Jesus Christ

How to Make vour Consecration

Consecration of Qurselves to Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Wisdom, by the Hands of Mary

Prayers

Veni Creator Spiritus

Ave Maris Stella

Magnificat

Glory Be

Pray the Rosary

Litany of the Holy Ghost

Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Litany of Loreto)

Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus

St. Louis De Montfort’s Praver to Mary
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St. Louis De Montfort’s Praver to Jesus

O Jesus Living in Mary

Endnotes

BOOK INFORMATION

About True Devotion to Mary

This unique version includes two books in one; The original and best ‘True Devotion to
Mary,’ translated from the French by Father Faber and a 33-Day ‘Preparation for
Total Consecration’ along with Scripture Readings and Prayers. This version of True
Devotion to Mary has the original Latin along with the English and uses the numbered
format like other versions of this book. It also includes paintings by a famous 16th

century artist, Bartolome Esteban Murillo.

A Treatise on the True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin or True Devotion to Mary is
considered the greatest book on the Blessed Virgin Mary ever written and has been
recommended and practiced by eight Popes. This is the original ‘scrupulously faithful’

translation by Father Frederick William Faber.

“A work destined to become a classic of Marian spirituality was published 160 years ago.
St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort wrote the Treatise on True Devotion to the Blessed
Virgin at the beginning of the 1700s, but the manuscript remained practically unknown
for more than a century. When, almost by chance, it was at last discovered in 1842 and
published in 1843, the work was an instant success, proving extraordinarily effective in
spreading the “true devotion” to the Most Holy Virgin. I myself, in the years of my youth,

found reading this book a great help. There I found the answers to my questions, for at
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one point I had feared that if my devotion to Mary became too great, it might end up
compromising the supremacy of the worship owed to Christ. Under the wise guidance of
St. Louis Marie, I realized that if one lives the mystery of Mary in Christ this risk does
not exist. In fact, this Saint’s Mariological thought is rooted in the mystery of the Trinity
and in the truth of the Incarnation of the Word of God.”

“My motto; Totus Tuus’ is inspired by the teaching of St. Louis Marie Grignion de
Montfort. These two words express total belonging to Jesus through Mary: ‘Tuus totus
ego sum, et omnia mea tua sunt,’ St Louis Marie wrote, and he translates his words: ‘I
am all yours, and all that I have is yours, O most loving Jesus, through Mary, your most
holy Mother’ (Treatise on True Devotion, n. 233). This Saint’s teaching has had a
profound influence on the Marian devotion of many of the faithful and on my own life. It
is a lived teaching of outstanding ascetic and mystical depth, expressed in a lively and

passionate style that makes frequent use of images and symbols.”

“All our perfection,” St. Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort writes, “consists in being
conformed, united and consecrated to Jesus Christ; and therefore, the most perfect of all
devotions is, without any doubt, that which most perfectly conforms, unites and
consecrates us to Jesus Christ. Now, Mary being the most conformed of all creatures to
Jesus Christ, it follows that, of all devotions, that which most consecrates and conforms
the soul to Our Lord is devotion to his holy Mother, and that the more a soul is
consecrated to Mary, the more it is consecrated to Jesus (Treatise on True Devotion, n.

120).”

“When we praise her, love her, honour her or give anything to her, it is God who is
praised, God who is loved, God who is glorified, and it is to God that we give, through

Mary and in Mary (Treatise on True Devotion, n. 225).”

About Saint Louis de Montfort

Saint Louis-Marie Grignon De Montfort was a Catholic Priest and Missionary in

Brittany and Vendee, France. He was born in Montfort-sur-Meu in 1673 and died in



1716. He was canonized by Pius XII in 1947. His feast day is on April 28th. He is
considered one of the early proponents of the field of Mariology.

From his childhood, he was indefatigably devoted to prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament, and, when from his twelfth year he was sent as a day pupil to the Jesuit
college at Rennes, he never failed to visit the church before and after class. He joined a
society of young men who during holidays ministered to the poor and to the incurables
in the hospitals, and read for them edifying books during their meals. At the age of
nineteen, he went on foot to Paris to follow the course in theology, gave away on the
journey all his money to the poor, exchanged clothing with them, and made a vow to
subsist thenceforth only on alms. He was ordained priest at the age of twenty-seven, and
for some time fulfilled the duties of chaplain in a hospital. In 1705, when he was thirty-
two, he found his true vocation, and thereafter devoted himself to preaching to the
people. During seventeen years he preached the Gospel in countless towns and villages.
As an orator he was highly gifted, his language being simple but replete with fire and
divine love. His whole life was conspicuous for virtues difficult for modern degeneracy to
comprehend: constant prayer, love of the poor, poverty carried to an unheard-of degree,

joy in humiliations and persecutions.

The following two instances will illustrate his success. He once gave a mission for the
soldiers of the garrison at La Rochelle, and moved by his words, the men wept, and cried
aloud for the forgiveness of their sins. In the procession which terminated this mission,
an officer walked at the head, barefooted and carrying a banner, and the soldiers, also

barefooted, followed, carrying in one hand a crucifix, in the other a rosary, and singing

hymns.

Saint Louis De Montfort’s extraordinary influence was especially apparent in the matter
of the Calvary at Pontchateau. When he announced his determination of building a
monumental Calvary on a neighbouring hill, the idea was enthusiastically received by the
inhabitants. For fifteen months between two and four hundred peasants worked daily
without recompense, and the task had just been completed, when the king commanded
that the whole should be demolished, and the land restored to its former condition. The

Jansenists [heretical sect] had convinced the Governor of Brittany that a fortress capable



of affording aid to persons in revolt was being erected, and for several months five
hundred peasants, watched by a company of soldiers, were compelled to carry out the
work of destruction. Father de Montfort was not disturbed on receiving this humiliating

news, exclaiming only: “Blessed be God!”

This was by no means the only trial to which Grignion was subjected. It often happened
that the Jansenists, irritated by his success, secure by their intrigues his banishment
form the district, in which he was giving a mission. At La Rochelle some wretches put
poison into his cup of broth, and, despite the antidote which he swallowed, his health
was always impaired. On another occasion, some malefactors hid in a narrow street with
the intention of assassinating him, but he had a presentiment of danger and escaped by
going by another street. A year before his death, Father de Montfort founded two
congregations—the Sisters of Wisdom, who were to devote themselves to hospital work
and the instruction of poor girls, and the Company of Mary, composed of missionaries.
He had long cherished these projects but circumstances had hindered their execution,
and, humanly speaking, the work appeared to have failed at his death, since these
congregations numbered respectively only four sisters and two priests with a few
brothers. But the blessed founder, who had on several occasions shown himself
possessed of the gift of prophecy, knew that the tree would grow. At the beginning of the
twentieth century the Sisters of Wisdom numbered five thousand, and were spread
throughout every country; they possessed forty-four houses, and gave instruction to
60,000 children. After the death of its founder, the Company of Mary was governed for
39 years by Father Mulot. He had at first refused to join de Montfort in his missionary
labours. “I cannot become a missionary,” said he, “for I have been paralysed on one side
for years; I have an affection of the lungs which scarcely allows me to breathe, and am
indeed so ill that I have no rest day or night.” But the holy man, impelled by a sudden
inspiration, replied, “As soon as you begin to preach you will be completely cured.” And
the event justified the prediction. Saint Louis-Marie Grignon De Montfort was canonized

by Pius XII in 1947.



PREFACE

Translator’s Preface

IT WAS in the year 1846 or 1847, at St. Wilfrid’s, that I first studied the life and spirit of
the Venerable Grignon de Montfort; and now, after more than fifteen years, it may be
allowable to say, that those who take him for their master will hardly be able to name a
saint or ascetical writer to whose grace and spirit their mind will be more subject than to
his. We may not yet call him Saint; but the process of his beatification is so far and so
favourably advanced, that we may not have long to wait before he will be raised upon the

altars of the Church.

There are few men in the eighteenth century who have more strongly upon them the
marks of the Man of Providence than this Elias-like Missionary of the Holy Ghost and of
Mary. His entire life was such an exhibition of the holy folly of the Cross, that his
biographers unite in always classing him with St. Simon Salo and St. Philip Neri.
Clement XI made him a missionary-apostolic in France, in order that he might spend his
life in fighting against Jansenism, so far as it affected the salvation of souls. Since the
apostolical epistles it would be hard to find words that burn so marvellously as the
twelve pages of his prayer for the Missionaries of the Holy Ghost, to which I earnestly
refer all those who find it hard to keep up, under their numberless trials, the first fires of
the love of souls. He was at once persecuted and venerated everywhere. His amount of
work, like that of St. Antony of Padua, is incredible and, indeed, inexplicable. He wrote
some spiritual treatises, which have already had a remarkable influence on the Church
during the few years they have been known, and bid fair to have a much wider influence
in years to come. His preaching, his writing, and his conversation were all impregnated
with prophecy, and with anticipations of the latter ages of the Church. He comes
forward, like another St. Vincent Ferrer, as if on the days bordering on the Last
Judgment, and proclaims that he brings an authentic message from God about the
greater honour and wider knowledge and more prominent love of His Blessed Mother,
and her connexion with the second advent of her Son. He founded two religious

congregations—one of men, and one of women—which have been quite extraordinarily



successful; and yet he died at the age of forty-three, in 1716, after only sixteen years of

priesthood.

It was on the 12th of May 1853, that the decree was pronounced at Rome, declaring his
writings to be exempt from all error which could be a bar to his canonisation. In this very
treatise on the veritable devotion to our Blessed Lady, he has recorded this prophecy. “I
clearly foresee that raging brutes will come in fury to tear with their diabolical teeth this
little writing, and him whom the Holy Ghost has made use of to write it; or at least to
envelop it in the silence of a coffer, in order that it may not appear.” Nevertheless, he
prophesies both its appearance and its success. All this was fulfilled to the letter. The
author died in 1716, and the treatise was found by accident by one of the priests of his
congregation at St. Laurent-sur-Sevre, in 1842. The existing superior was able to attest
the handwriting as being that of the venerable founder; and the autograph was sent to

Rome, to be examined in the process of canonisation.

All those who are likely to read this book love God, and lament that they do not love Him
more; all desire something for His glory—the spread of some good work, the success of
some devotion, the coming of some good time. One man has been striving for years to
overcome a particular fault, and has not succeeded. Another mourns, and almost
wonders while he mourns, that so few of his relations and friends have been converted to
the faith. One grieves that he has not devotion enough; another that he has a cross to
carry, which is a peculiarly impossible cross to him; while a third has domestic troubles
and family unhappinesses, which feel almost incompatible with his salvation; and for all
these things prayer appears to bring so little remedy. But what is the remedy that is
wanted? what is the remedy indicated by God Himself? If we may rely on the disclosures
of the Saints, it is an immense increase of devotion to our Blessed Lady; but, remember,
nothing short of an immense one. Here, in England, Mary is not half enough preached.
Devotion to her is low and thin and poor. It is frightened out of its wits by the sneers of
heresy. It is always invoking human respect and carnal prudence, wishing to make Mary
so little of a Mary that Protestants may feel at ease about her. Its ignorance of theology
makes it unsubstantial and unworthy. It is not the prominent characteristic of our

religion which it ought to be. It has no faith in itself. Hence it is that Jesus is not loved,



that heretics are not converted, that the Church is not exalted; that souls, which might be
saints, wither and dwindle; that the Sacraments are not rightly frequented, or souls

enthusiastically evangelised.

Jesus is obscured because Mary is kept in the background. Thousands of souls perish
because Mary is withheld from them. It is the miserable unworthy shadow which we call
our devotion to the Blessed Virgin that is the cause of all these wants and blights, these
evils and omissions and declines. Yet, if we are to believe the revelations of the Saints,
God is pressing for a greater, a wider, a stronger, quite another devotion to His Blessed
Mother. I cannot think of a higher work or a broader vocation for anyone than the simple
spreading of this peculiar devotion of the Venerable Grignon de Montfort. Let a man but
try it for himself, and his surprise at the graces it brings with it, and the transformations
it causes in his soul, will soon convince him of its otherwise almost incredible efficacy as
a means for the salvation of men, and for the coming of the kingdom of Christ. Oh, if
Mary were but known, there would be no coldness to Jesus then! Oh, if Mary were but
known, how much more wonderful would be our faith, and how different would our
Communions be! Oh, if Mary were but known, how much happier, how much holier,
how much less worldly should we be, and how much more should we be living images of

our sole Lord and Saviour, her dearest and most blessed Son!

[1]I have translated the whole treatise myself, and have taken great pains with it, and
have been scrupulously faithful. At the same time, I would venture to warn the reader
that one perusal will be very far from making him master of it. If I may dare to say so,
there is a growing feeling of something inspired and supernatural about it, as we go on
studying it; and with that we cannot help experiencing, after repeated readings of it, that
its novelty never seems to wear off, nor its fulness to be diminished, nor the fresh
fragrance and sensible fire of its unction ever to abate. May the Holy Ghost, the Divine
Zealot of Jesus and Mary, deign to give a new blessing to this work in England; and may
He please to console us quickly with the canonisation of this new apostle and fiery
missionary of His most dear and most immaculate Spouse; and still more with the

speedy coming of that great age of the Church, which is to be the Age of Mary!

F. W. Faber,
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Priest of the Oratory
Presentation of our Blessed Lady,

1862

Preface to the French Edition

“GOD wishes that His holy Mother should now be more known, more loved, more
honoured, than ever she has been; and this will no doubt come to pass, if the
predestinate will enter, by the grace and light of the Holy Ghost, into the interior and
perfect practice which I will discover to them.” These words of the venerable servant of
God, Louis Marie Grignon de Montfort, cannot fail to interest our piety, and to inspire us
with a lively desire of learning from him so excellent a practice of honouring the most

holy Virgin.

He had been drawn from his earliest infancy, in quite a particular fashion, to the love of
this Queen of Angels; and in a conversation which he had with his intimate friend
Monsieur Blain, two years before his death, the pious missionary confessed to him that
God had favoured him with an extraordinary grace, which was the continued presence of
Jesus and Mary in the bottom of his soul. This word was a mystery to Monsieur Blain;
but we shall see the explanation of it in this little treatise. We shall see revealed to us
there the heart of him who knew no fairer name than the slave of Jesus in Mary. We do
not, however, pretend to say that this explanation will be equally understood by all. We
must remember here that word of the Eternal Wisdom, “Thou hast hidden these things
from the wise and prudent, and revealed them to the little ones.” It has been said in the
Life of the venerable servant of God, that his history will never be understood except by a
Christian. It has this in common with the lives of a great number of the servants of God.
We may say also that this little work will never be understood by a Christian who is too
much a stranger to the maxims of humility and evangelical simplicity, and that the wise
of this world will find themselves shocked at the lessons of true wisdom which they will
read without penetrating their sense. Animalis homo non percipit ea, quce sunt Spiritus

Dei.Stultitia enim est illiy et non potest intelligere,” quia spiritualiter examinatur. The



man who guides himself only by natural light does not comprehend the things of the
Spirit of God. They seem to him follies, because they can only be judged by a
supernatural light which he has not got. But let us hasten to add, that sincere and simple
souls will relish the manna hidden in the pious and touching instructions of the virtuous
priest who consumed his life in evangelising the poor. They will bless Divine Providence
for the treasure. They will feel themselves penetrated with love for Jesus and Mary, in
reading these burning pages, which the man of God wrote in the fervour of his prayer,
without ever losing sight of the presence of our Divine Saviour and His holy Mother. . ..

In conclusion, let us say a few words on the discovery of this treatise.

At the time of the French revolution in 1793, the manuscripts which the house of the
Missionaries of St. Laurent-sur-Sevre possessed were hidden in the neighbouring farms,
where they remained buried in dust for many years. Later on, those which were found
were put into the library of the missionaries. But this little treatise was not at that time
recognised, as was the case with some others also composed by the venerable founder of
the Company. It was not till 1842 that one of the priests of the house of St. Laurent found
it by chance in the library, where it had been put without being recognised, after having
been mixed up with a great number of imperfect books. “After I had read a few pages,”
says the priest, “I took it, hoping to find it useful for making a sermon on our Lady. I
read by chance the place where he speaks of his Company of Mary. I recognised the style
and thoughts of our venerable founder, and his way of addressing his missionaries; and
after that, I had no doubt the manuscript was his. I took it to our superior, who identified
the handwriting.”[2]

Introduction

1. IT IS by the most holy Virgin Mary that Jesus has come into the world, and it is
also by her that He has to reign in the world.

2. Mary has been singularly hidden during her life. It is on this account that the Holy
Ghost and the Church call her alma Mater—Mother secret and hidden.Her

humility was so profound that she had no propensity on earth more powerful or
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more unintermitting than that of hiding herself, even from herself, as well as from

every other creature, so as to be known to God only.

. He heard her prayers to Him, when she begged to be hidden, to be humbled, and
to be treated as in all respects poor and of no account. He took pleasure in hiding
her from all human creatures in her conception, in her birth, in her life, and in her
resurrection and assumption. Her parents even did not know her, and the Angels
often asked of each other: Quce est ista? Who is that? Because the Most High
either hid her from them, or if He revealed anything of her to them, it was nothing

compared to what He kept undisclosed.

. God the Father consented that she should do no miracle, at least no public one,
during her life, although He had given her the power. God the Son consented that
she should hardly ever speak, though He had communicated His wisdom to her.
God the Holy Ghost, though she was His faithful Spouse, consented that His
Apostles and Evangelists should speak but very little of her, and no more than was

necessary to make Jesus Christ known.

. Mary is the excellent masterpiece of the Most High, of which He has reserved to
Himself both the knowledge and the possession. Mary is the admirable Mother of
the Son, who took pleasure in humbling and concealing her during her life, in
order to favour her humility, calling her by the name of woman (mulier), as if she
was a stranger, although in His heart He esteemed and loved her above all angels
and all men. Mary is the sealed fountain and the faithful Spouse of the Holy
Ghost, to whom He alone has entrance. Mary is the sanctuary and the repose of
the Holy Trinity, where God dwells more magnificently and more divinely than in
any other place in the universe, without excepting His dwelling between the
Cherubim and Seraphim. Neither is it allowed to any creature, no matter how

pure, to enter into that sanctuary without a great and special privilege.

. I'say with the Saints, The divine Mary is the terrestrial Paradise of the New Adam,
where He is incarnate by the operation of the Holy Ghost, in order to work there

incomprehensible marvels. She is the grand and divine World of God, where there



are beauties and treasures unspeakable. She is the magnificence of the Most High,
where He has hidden, as in her bosom, His only Son, and in Him all that is most
excellent and most precious. Oh, what grand and hidden things that mighty God
has wrought in this admirable creature! How has she herself been compelled to
say it, in spite of her profound humility: Fecit mihi magna, qui potens est! The
world knows them not, because it is at once incapable and unworthy of such

knowledge.

. The Saints have said admirable things of this Holy City of God; and, as they
themselves avow, they have never been more eloquent and more content than
when they have spoken of her. Yet, after all they have said, they cry out that the
height of her merits, which she has raised up to the throne of the Divinity, cannot
be fully seen; that the breadth of her charity, which is broader than the earth, is in
truth immeasurable; that the grandeur of her power, which she exercises even
over God Himself, incomprehensible; and finally, that the depth of her humility,
and of all her virtues and graces, is an abyss which never can be sounded. O
height incomprehensible! O breadth unspeakable! O grandeur immeasurable! O

abyss impenetrable!

. Every day, from one end of the earth to the other, in the highest heights of the
heavens and in the profoundest depths of the abysses, everything preaches,
everything publishes, the admirable Mary! The nine choirs of Angels, men of all
ages, sexes, conditions, and religions, good or bad, nay even the devils
themselves, willingly or unwillingly, are compelled, by the force of truth, to call
her Blessed. St. Bonaventure tells us that all the Angels in heaven cry out
incessantly to her, Sancta, sancta, sancta Maria, Dei Genitrix et Virgo; and that
they offer to her millions and millions of times a day the Angelical Salutation, Ave
Maria; prostrating themselves before her, and begging of her, in her
graciousness, to honour them with some of her commands. St. Michael, as St.
Augustine says, although the prince of all the heavenly court, is the most zealous

in honouring her and causing her to be honoured, while he waits always in



10.

11.

12.

expectation that he may have the honour to go, at her bidding, to render service to

some one of her servants.

The whole earth is full of her glory, especially among Christians, amongst whom
she is taken as the protectress of many kingdoms, provinces, dioceses, and cities.
Numbers of cathedrals are consecrated to God under her name. There is not a
church without an altar in her honour, not a country or a canton where there are
not some miraculous images, where all sorts of evils are cured, and all sorts of
good gifts obtained. Who can count the confraternities and congregations in her
honour? How many religious orders have been founded in her name and under
her protection! What numbers there are of Brothers and Sisters of all these
confraternities, and of religious men and women of all these orders, who publish
her praises and confess her mercies! There is not a little child, who, as it lisps the
Ave Maria, does not praise her. There is scarcely a sinner who, even in his
obduracy, has not some spark of confidence in her. Nay the very devils in hell

respect her while they fear her.

After that we must surely say with the Saints, De Maria nunquam satis; we have
not yet praised, exalted, honoured, loved, and served Mary as we ought to do. She
has deserved still more praise, still more respect, still more love, and far more

service.

After that we must say with the Holy Ghost, Omnis gloria filice Regis ab intus
—“All the glory of the King’s daughter is within.” It is as if all the outward glory,
which heaven and earth rival each other in laying at her feet, is nothing in
comparison with that which she receives within from the Creator, and which is
not known by creatures, who in their littleness are unable to penetrate the secret

of the secrets of the King.

After that we must cry out with the Apostle, Nec oculus vidit, nec auris
audivit,nec in cor hominis ascendit—“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor man’s
heart comprehended,” the beauties, the grandeurs, the excellences, of Mary, the

miracle of the miracles of grace, of nature, and of glory. If you wish to



comprehend the Mother, says a Saint, comprehend the Son; for she is the worthy

Mother of God. Hic taceat omnis lingua, “Here let every tongue be mute.”

13. It is with a particular joy that my heart has dictated what I have just written, in
order to show that the divine Mary has been up to this time unknown, and that
this is one of the reasons that Jesus Christ is not known as He ought to be. If,
then, as is certain, the kingdom of Jesus Christ is to come into the world, it will be
but a necessary consequence of the knowledge of the kingdom of the most holy
Virgin Mary, who brought Him into the world the first time, and will make His

second advent full of splendour.

TRUE DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

PART I

ON DEVOTION TO OUR BLESSED LADY IN GENERAL

I. Excellence and Necessity of Devotion to Our Blessed

Lady

14. I AVOW, with all the Church, that Mary, being but a mere creature that has come

from the hands of the Most High, is, in comparison with His Infinite Majesty, less
than an atom; or rather she is nothing at all “He who is,” and thus by consequence

that grand Lord, always independent and sufficient to Himself, never had, and



has not now, any absolute need of the Holy Virgin for the accomplishment of His
will and for the manifestation of His glory. He has but to will, in order to do every,

because He only is thing.

15. Nevertheless I say that, things being supposed as they are now, God having willed
to commence and to complete His greatest works by the most holy Virgin, since
He created her, we may well think He will not change His conduct in the eternal
ages; for He is God, and He changes not either in His sentiments or in His

conduct.

16. God the Father has not given His Only-begotten to the world except by Mary.
Whatever sighs the patriarchs may have sent forth—whatever prayers the
prophets and the saints of the ancient law may have offered up to obtain that
treasure for full four thousand years—it was but Mary that merited it; it was but
Mary who found grace before God by the force of her prayers and the eminence of
her virtues. The world was unworthy, says St. Augustine, to receive the Son of God
immediately from the Father’s hands. He has given Him to Mary in order that the

world might receive Him through her.

The Son of God has made Himself Man; but it was in Mary and by Mary. God the Holy
Ghost has formed Jesus Christ in Mary; but it was only after having asked her consent by

one of the first ministers of His court.

17. God the Father has communicated to Mary His fruitfulness, as far as a mere
creature was capable of it, in order that He might give her the power to produce
His Son, and all the members of His mystical body.

18. God the Son has descended into her virginal womb, as the new Adam into the
terrestrial paradise, to take His pleasure there, and to work in secret the marvels

of His grace.

God made Man has found His liberty in seeing Himself imprisoned in her womb. He has
made His Omnipotence shine forth in letting Himself be carried by that blessed Virgin.

He has found His glory and His Father’s in hiding His splendours from all creatures here



below, and revealing them to Mary only. He has glorified His Independence and His
Majesty, in depending on that sweet Virgin, in His Conception, in His Birth, in His
Presentation in the Temple, in His Hidden Life of thirty years, and even in His Death,
where she was to be present, in order that He might make with her but one same
sacrifice, and be immolated to the Eternal Father by her consent; just as Isaac of old was
offered by Abraham’s consent to the Will of God. It is she who has suckled Him,

nourished Him, supported Him, brought Him up, and then sacrificed Him for us.

O admirable and incomprehensible dependence of a God, which the Holy Ghost could
not pass in silence in the Gospel, although He has hidden from us nearly all the
admirable things which that Incarnate Wisdom did in His Hidden Life, as if He would
enable us, by His revelation Body. God the Son has of that at least, to understand
something of its price! Jesus Christ gave more glory to God the Father by submission to
His Mother during those thirty years than He would have given Him in converting the
whole world by the working of the most stupendous miracles. Oh, how highly we glorify
God, when, to please Him, we submit ourselves to Mary, after the example of Jesus

Christ, our Sole Exemplar!

19. If we examine narrowly the rest of our Blessed Lord’s Life, we shall see that it was
His Will to begin His miracles by Mary. He sanctified St. John in the womb of St.
Elizabeth his mother; but it was by Mary’s word. No sooner had she spoken than

John was sanctified; and this was His first and greatest miracle of grace.

At the marriage at Cana He changed the water into wine; but it was at Mary’s humble
prayer; and this was His first miracle of nature. He has begun and continued His

miracles by Mary, and He will continue them to the end of ages by Mary also.

20.God the Holy Ghost being barren in God—that is to say, not producing another
Divine Person—is become fruitful by Mary, whom He has espoused. It is with her,
in her, and of her, that He has produced His Masterpiece, which is a God made
Man, and whom He goes on producing in the persons of His members daily to the
end of the world. The predestinate are the members of that Adorable Head. This
is the reason why He, the Holy Ghost, the more He finds Mary, His dear and



indissoluble Spouse, in any soul, becomes the more active and mighty in
producing Jesus Christ in that soul, and that soul in Jesus Christ.

21. It is not that we may say that our Blessed Lady gives the Holy Ghost His
fruitfulness, as if He had it not Himself. For inasmuch as He is God, He has the
same fruitfulness or capacity of producing as the Father and the Son, only that He
does not bring it into action, as He does not produce another Divine Person. But
what we want to say is, that the Holy Ghost chose to make use of our Blessed
Lady, though He had no absolute need of her, to bring His fruitfulness into action,
by producing in her and by her Jesus Christ in His members; a mystery of grace

unknown to even the wisest and most spiritual among Christians.

22.The conduct which the Three Persons of the Most Holy Trinity have deigned to
pursue in the Incarnation and first coming of Jesus Christ, They still pursue daily
in an invisible manner throughout the whole Church, and They will still pursue it

even to the consummation of ages in the last coming of Jesus Christ.

23. God the Father made an assemblage of all the waters, and He named it the
sea (mare). He has made an assemblage of all His graces, and He has called it
Mary (Maria). This great God has a most rich treasury in which He has laid up all
that He has of beauty, of splendour, of rarity, and of preciousness, even to His
own Son; and this immense treasury is none other than Mary, whom the Saints
have named the Treasure of the Lord, out of whose plenitude all men are made

rich.

24.God the Son has communicated to His Mother all that He has acquired by His Life
and by His Death, His infinite merits and His admirable virtues; and He has made
her the treasuress of all that His Father has given Him for His inheritance. It is by
her that He applies His merits to His members, and that He communicates His
virtues, and distributes His graces. She is His mysterious canal; she is His

aqueduct, through which He makes His mercies flow gently and abundantly.

25.To Mary, His faithful Spouse, God the Holy Ghost has communicated His
unspeakable gifts; and He has chosen her to be the dispensatrix of all He



possesses, in such sort that she distributes to whom she wills, as much as she
wills, as she wills, and when she wills, all His gifts and graces. The Holy Ghost
gives no heavenly gift to men which He does not pass through her virginal hands.
Such has been the Will of God, who has willed that we should have everything in
Mary; so that she who impoverished, humbled, and hid herself even to the abyss
of nothingness by her profound humility her whole life long, should now be
enriched, and exalted by the Most High. Such are the sentiments of the Church
and the Holy Fathers.

26.If I were speaking to the free-thinkers of these times, I would prove what I have
said so simply, drawing it out more at length, and confirming it by the Holy
Scriptures and the Fathers, quoting the original passages, and adducing various
solid reasons, which may be seen at length in the book of Fr. Poire (La Triple
Couronne de la Sainte Vierge). But as I speak particularly to the poor and simple,
who being of good-will, and having more faith than the common run of scholars,
believe more simply and so more meritoriously, I content myself with putting out
the truth quite simply, without stopping to quote the original passages, which
they would not understand. Nevertheless, without making much research, I shall
not fail from time to time to bring forward some of them. But let us now go on

with our subject.

27. Inasmuch as grace perfects nature, and glory perfects grace, it is certain that our
Lord is still, in heaven, as much the Son of Mary as He was on earth; and that,
consequently, He has preserved the most perfect obedience and submission of all
children towards the best of all mothers. But we must take great pains not to
conceive of this dependence as any abasement or imperfection in Jesus Christ.
For Mary is infinitely below her Son, who is God, and therefore she does not
command Him, as a mother here below would command her child, who is below
her. Mary, being altogether transformed into God by grace, and by the glory
which transforms all the Saints into Him, asks nothing, wishes nothing, does
nothing which is contrary to the Eternal and Immutable Will of God. When we

read, then, in the writings of SS. Bernard, Bernardine, Bonaventure, and others,



that in heaven and on earth everything, even to God Himself, is subject to the
Blessed Virgin, they mean to say that the authority which God has been well
pleased to give her is so great, that it seems as if she has the same power as God,
and that her prayers and petitions are so powerful with God, that they always pass
for commandments with His Majesty, who never resists the prayer of His dear

Mother, because she is always humble and conformed to His Will.

If Moses, by the force of his prayer, arrested the anger of God against the Israelites, in a

manner so powerful that the Most High and infinitely merciful Lord, being unable to

resist him, told him to let Him alone, that He might be angry with and punish that

rebellious people, what must we not with much greater reason think of the prayer of the

humble Mary, that worthy Mother of God, which is more powerful with His Majesty than

the prayers and intercessions of all the Angels and Saints both in heaven and on earth?

28.Mary commands in the heavens the Angels and the Blessed. As a recompense for

her profound humility, God has given her the power and permission to fill with
Saints the empty thrones from which the apostate angels fell by pride. Such has
been the will of the Most High, who exalts the humble, that heaven, earth, and
hell bend with good will or bad will to the commandments of the humble Mary,
whom He has made sovereign of heaven and earth, general of His armies,
treasurer of His treasures, dispenser of His graces, worker of His greatest
marvels, restorer of the human race, mediatrix of men, the exterminator of the

enemies of God, and the faithful companion of His grandeurs and His triumphs.

29. God the Father wishes to have children by Mary till the consummation of the

world; and He has said to her these words, In Jacob inhabita—“Dwell in Jacob,”—
that is to say, Make your dwelling and residence in My predestinated children,

figured by Jacob, and not in the reprobate children of the devil, figured by Esau.

30.Just as, in the natural and corporal generation of children, there is a father and a

mother, so in the supernatural and spiritual generation there is a Father, who is
God, and a Mother, who is Mary. All the true children of God, the predestinate,
have God for their Father, and Mary for their Mother. He who has not Mary for
his Mother, has not God for his Father. This is the reason why the reprobate, such



as heretics, schismatics, and others, who hate our Blessed Lady, or regard her
with contempt and indifference, have not God for their Father, however much
they boast of it, simply because they have not Mary for their Mother. For if they
had her for their Mother, they would love and honour her as a true and good child

naturally loves and honours the mother who has given him life.

The most infallible and indubitable sign by which we may distinguish a heretic, a man of
bad doctrine, a reprobate, from one of the predestinate, is that the heretic and the
reprobate have nothing but contempt and indifference for our Blessed Lady,
endeavouring by their words and examples to diminish the worship and love of her
openly or hiddenly, and sometimes under specious pretexts. Alas! God the Father has

not told Mary to dwell in them, for they are Esaus.

31. God the Son wishes to form Himself, and, so to speak, to incarnate Himself, every
day by His dear Mother in His members, and He has said to her, In Israel
hcereditare—“Take Israel for your inheritance.” It is as if He had said, God the
Father has given Me for an inheritance all the nations of the earth, all the men
good and bad, predestinate and reprobate. The one I will lead with a rod of gold,
and the others with a rod of iron. Of one I will be the Father and the Advocate, the
Just Punisher of others, and the Judge of all. But as for you, My dear Mother—you
shall have for your heritage and possession only the predestinate, figured by
Israel; and, as their good Mother, you shall bring them forth and maintain them;
and, as their sovereign, you shall conduct them, govern and defend them.

32.“This man and that man is born in her,” says the Holy Ghost—Homo et homo
natus est in ea (Ps. Ixxxvi. 5). According to the explanation of some of the Fathers,
the first man that is born in Mary is the Man-God, Jesus Christ; the second is a
mere man, the child of God and Mary by adoption. If Jesus Christ the Head of
men is born in her, the predestinate who are the members of that Head ought also
to be born in her by a necessary consequence. One and the same mother does not
bring forth into the world the head without the members, nor the members
without the head; for this would be a monster of nature. So in like manner, in the

order of grace, the Head and the members are born of one and the same Mother;



and if a member of the mystical Body of Jesus Christ—that is to say, one of the
predestinate—was born of any other mother than Mary, who has produced the
Head, he would not be one of the predestinate, nor a member of Jesus Christ, but

simply a monster in the order of grace.

33. Besides this, Jesus being at present as much as ever the Fruit of Mary—as heaven
and earth repeat thousands and thousands of times a day, “and Blessed be the
Fruit of thy womb, Jesus,”—it is certain that Jesus Christ is, for each man in
particular who possesses Him, as truly the fruit of the work of Mary, as He is for
the whole world in general; so that if anyone of the faithful has Jesus Christ
formed in his heart, he can say boldly, All thanks be to Mary! what I possess is her
effect and her fruit, and without her I should never have had it. We can apply to
her more truly than St. Paul applied to himself those words, Quos iterum
parturio donec formetur Christus in vobis—“I am in labour again with all the
children of God, until Jesus Christ my Son be formed in them in the fulness of His
age.”
St. Augustine, surpassing himself, and going beyond all I have yet said, affirms that all
the predestinate, in order to be conformed to the image of the Son of God, are in this
world hidden in the womb of the most holy Virgin; where they are guarded, nourished,
brought up, and made to grow by that good Mother until she has brought them forth to
glory after death, which is properly the day of their birth, as the Church calls the death of
the just. O mystery of grace, unknown to the reprobate, and but little known even to the

predestinate!

34.God the Holy Ghost wishes to form Himself in her, and to form elect for Himself
by her, and He has said to her, In electis meis mitte radices. Strike the roots, My
Well-beloved and My Spouse, of all your virtues in My elect, in order that they
may grow from virtue to virtue, and from grace to grace. I took so much
complacence in you, when you lived on earth in the practice of the most sublime
virtues, that I desire still to find you on earth, without your ceasing to be in
heaven. For this end, reproduce yourself in My elect, that I may behold in them

with complacence the roots of your invincible faith, of your profound humility, of



your universal mortification, of your sublime prayer, of your ardent charity, of
your firm hope, and all your virtues. You are always My Spouse, as faithful, as
pure, and as fruitful as ever. Let your faith give Me My faithful, your purity My
virgins, and your fertility My temples and My elect.

35. When Mary has struck her roots in a soul, she produces there marvels of grace,
which she alone can produce, because she alone is the fruitful Virgin, who never

has had, and never will have, her equal in purity and in fruitfulness.

Mary has produced, together with the Holy Ghost, the greatest thing which has been, or
ever will be, which is a God-Man; and she will consequently produce the greatest things
that there will be in the latter times. The formation and education of the great Saints,
who shall come at the end of the world, are reserved for her. For it is only that singular
and miraculous Virgin who can produce, in union with the Holy Ghost, singular and

extraordinary things.

36.When the Holy Ghost, her Spouse, has found Mary in a soul, He flies there. He
enters there in His fulness; He communicates Himself to that soul abundantly,
and to the full extent to which she makes room for her Spouse. Nay, one of the
great reasons why the Holy Ghost does not now do startling wonders in our souls
is because He does not find there a sufficiently great union with His faithful and
indissoluble Spouse. I say indissoluble Spouse, because since that Substantial
Love of the Father and the Son has espoused Mary, in order to produce Jesus
Christ, the Head of the elect, and Jesus Christ in the elect, He has never
repudiated her, inasmuch as she has always been fruitful and faithful.

37. We may evidently conclude, then, from what I have said;

§ 1. That Mary has received from God a great domination over the souls of the elect; for
she cannot make her residence in them, as God the Father ordered her to do, and form
them in Jesus Christ, or Jesus Christ in them, and strike the roots of her virtues in their
hearts, and be the indissoluble companion of the Holy Ghost in all His works of grace—
she cannot, I say, do all these things unless she has a right and domination over their

souls by a singular grace of the Most High, who, having given her power over His only



and Natural Son, has given it also to her over His adopted children, not only as to their

bodies, which would be but little matter, but also as to their souls.

38.

39-

40

41.

Mary is the Queen of heaven and earth by grace, as Jesus is the King of them by
nature and by conquest. Now, as the kingdom of Jesus Christ consists principally
in the heart and interior of a man—according to that word, “The kingdom of God
is within you,”—in like manner the kingdom of our Blessed Lady is principally in
the interior of a man, that is to say, his soul; and it is principally in souls that she
is more glorified with her Son than in all visible creatures, and that we can call
her, as the Saints do, the Queen of hearts.

§ 2. We must conclude that, the most holy Virgin being necessary to God by a
necessity which we call hypothetical, in consequence of His Will, she is far more
necessary to men, in order for them to arrive at their Last End. We must not
confound devotions to our Blessed Lady with devotions to the other Saints, as if
devotion to her was not far more necessary than devotion to them, or as if

devotion to her were a matter of supererogation.

.The learned and pious Suarez the Jesuit, the erudite and devout Justus Lipsius

doctor of Louvain, and many others, have proved invincibly, in consequence of
the sentiments of the Fathers (and, among others, of St. Augustine, St. Ephrem
deacon of Edessa, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, St. Germanus of Constantinople, St.
John Damascene, St. Anselm, St. Bernard, St. Bernardine, St. Thomas, and St.
Bonaventure), that devotion to our Blessed Lady is necessary to salvation, and
that, even in the opinion of Oecolampadius and some other heretics, it is an
infallible mark of reprobation to have no esteem and love for the holy Virgin;
while on the other hand it is an infallible mark of predestination to be entirely and

truly devoted to her.

The figures and words of the Old and New Testaments prove this. The sentiments
and examples of the Saints confirm it. Reason and experience teach and
demonstrate it. Even the devil and his crew, constrained by the force of truth,
have often been obliged to avow it in their own despite. Among all the passages of

the holy Fathers and doctors, of which I have made an ample collection, in order



to prove this truth, I shall, for brevity’s sake, quote but one: Tibi devotum esse, est
arma qucedam salutis quce Deus his dat, quos vult salvos fieri—“To be devout to
you, O holy Virgin,” says St. John Damascene, “is an arm of salvation which God

gives to those whom He wishes to save.”

42.1 could bring forward here many histories which prove the same thing, and,
among others, one which is related in the chronicles of St. Dominic. There was an
unhappy heretic near Carcassonne, where St. Dominic was preaching the Rosary,
who was possessed by a legion of fifteen thousand devils. These evil spirits were
compelled, to their confusion, by the commandment of our Blessed Lady, to avow
many great and consoling truths, touching devotion to the holy Virgin; and they
did this with so much force, and so much clearness, that it is not possible to read
this authentic history, and the panegyric which the devil made, in spite of himself,
of devotion to the most holy Mary, without shedding tears of joy, however

lukewarm we may be in our devotion to her.

43.1f devotion to the most holy Virgin Mary is necessary to all men, simply for
working out their salvation, it is still more so for those who are called to any
particular perfection; and I do not think anyone can acquire an intimate union
with our Lord, and a perfect fidelity to the Holy Ghost, without a very great union

with the most holy Virgin, and a great dependence on her succour.

44.1t is Mary alone who has found grace before God, without the aid of any other
mere creature: it is only by her that all those who have found grace before God
have found it at all; and it is only by her that all those who shall come afterwards
shall find it. She was full of grace when she was saluted by the Archangel Gabriel,
and she was superabundantly filled with grace by the Holy Ghost when He
covered her with His unspeakable Shadow; and she has so augmented, from day
to day and from moment to moment, this double plenitude, that she has reached a
point of grace immense and inconceivable; in such sort that the Most High has
made her the sole treasurer of His treasures, and the sole dispenser of His graces,
to ennoble, to exalt, and to enrich whom she wishes; to give the entry to whom

she wills into the narrow way of heaven; to pass whom she wills, and in spite of all



obstacles, through the strait gate of life; and to give the throne, the sceptre, and
the crown of the King to whom she wills. Jesus is everywhere and always the Fruit
and the Son of Mary; and Mary is everywhere the veritable tree, who bears the

Fruit of life, and the true Mother, who produces it.

45.It is Mary alone to whom God has given the keys of the cellars of divine love, and
the power to enter into the most sublime and secret ways of perfection, and the
power likewise to make others enter in there also. It is Mary alone who has given
to the miserable children of Eve, the faithless, the entry into the terrestrial
paradise, that they may walk there agreeably with God, hide themselves there
securely against their enemies, and feed themselves there deliciously, without any
more fear of death, on the fruit of the trees of life and of the knowledge of good
and evil, and drink in long draughts the heavenly waters of that fair fountain,
which gushes forth there with abundance; or rather she is herself that terrestrial
paradise, that virgin and blessed earth, from which Adam and Eve, the sinners,
have been driven, and she gives no entry there except to those whom it is her

pleasure to make Saints.

46.All the rich among the people, to make use of an expression of the Holy Ghost,
according to the explanation of St. Bernard—all the rich among the people shall
supplicate thy face from age to age, and particularly at the end of the world; that
is to say, the greatest Saints, the souls richest in graces and virtues, shall be the
most assiduous in praying to our Blessed Lady, and in having her always present

as their perfect model to imitate, and their powerful aid to give them succour.

47.1have said that this would come to pass particularly at the end of the world, and
indeed presently, because the Most High with His holy Mother has to form for
Himself great Saints, who shall surpass most of the other Saints in sanctity, as
much as the cedars of Lebanon outgrow the little shrubs, as has been revealed to a

holy soul, whose life has been written by a great servant of God.

48.These great souls, full of grace and zeal, shall be chosen to match themselves

against the enemies of God, who shall rage on all sides; and they shall be



singularly devout to our Blessed Lady, illuminated by her light, nourished by her
milk, led by her spirit, supported by her arm, and sheltered under her protection,
so that they shall fight with one hand and build with the other. With one hand
they shall fight, overthrow, and crush the heretics with their heresies, the
schismatics with their schisms, the idolaters with their idolatries, and the sinners
with their impieties. With the other hand they shall build the temple of the true
Solomon, and the mystical city of God; that is to say, the most holy Virgin, called
by the holy Fathers the temple of Solomon and the city of God. By their words and
their examples they shall bend the whole world to true devotion to Mary. This
shall bring upon them many enemies; but it shall also bring many victories and
much glory for God alone. It is this which God revealed to St. Vincent Ferrer, the

great apostle of his age, as he has sufficiently noted in one of his works.

It is this which the Holy Ghost seems to have prophesied in the fifty-eighth Psalm, of

which these are the words: Et scient quia Dominus dominabitur Jacob, et finium terrce;

convertentur ad vesperam, et faimem patientur ut canes, et circuibunt civitatem—“And

they shall know that God will rule Jacob, and all the ends of the earth; they shall return

at evening, and shall suffer hunger like dogs, and shall go round about the city.” This city

which men shall find at the end of the world to convert themselves in, and to satisfy the

hunger they have for justice, is the most holy Virgin, who is called by the Holy Ghost the
City of God.

49.1t is by Mary that the salvation of the world has begun, and it is by Mary that it

must be consummated. Mary has hardly appeared at all in the first coming of
Jesus Christ, in order that men, as yet but little instructed and enlightened on the
Person of her Son, should not remove themselves from Him, in attaching
themselves too strongly and too grossly to her. This would have apparently taken
place, if she had been known, because of the admirable charms which the Most
High had bestowed even upon her exterior. This is so true that St. Denys the
Areopagite has informed us in his writings that when he saw our Blessed Lady, he
should have taken her for a Divinity, in consequence of her secret charms and

incomparable beauty, had not the Faith in which he was well established taught



him the contrary. But in the second coming of Jesus Christ, Mary has to be made
known and revealed by the Holy Ghost, in order that by her Jesus Christ may be
known, loved, and served. The reasons which moved the Holy Ghost to hide His
Spouse during her life, and to reveal her but a very little since the preaching of the
Gospel, subsist no longer.

50.God, then, wishes to reveal and discover Mary, the masterpiece of His hands, in

these latter times:

§ 1. Because she hid herself in this world, and put herself lower than the dust by her
profound humility, having obtained of God and of His Apostles and Evangelists that she

should not be made manifest.

§ 2. Because, being the masterpiece of the hands of God, as well here below by grace as
in heaven by glory, He wishes to be glorified and praised in her by those who are living

upon the earth.

§ 3. As she is the aurora which precedes and discovers the Sun of Justice, who is Jesus

Christ, she ought to be recognised and perceived, in order that Jesus Christ may be so.

§ 4. Being the way by which Jesus Christ came to us the first time, she will also be the

way by which He will come the second time, though not in the same manner.

§ 5. Being the sure means and the straight and immaculate way to go to Jesus Christ,
and to find Him perfectly, it is by her that the holy souls, who are to shine forth
especially in sanctity, have to find our Lord. He who shall find Mary shall find life; that
is, Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. But no one can find Mary who
does not seek her; and no one can seek her, who does not know her: for we cannot seek
or desire an unknown object. It is necessary, then, for the greater knowledge and glory of

the Most Holy Trinity, that Mary should be more known than ever.

§ 6. Mary must shine forth more than ever in mercy, in might, and in grace, in these
latter times: in mercy, to bring back and lovingly receive the poor strayed sinners who
shall be converted and shall return to the Catholic Church; in might, against the enemies

of God, idolaters, schismatics, Mahometans, Jews, and souls hardened in impiety, who



shall rise in terrible revolt against God to seduce all those who shall be contrary to them,

and to make them fall by promises and threats; and, finally, she must shine forth in

grace, in order to animate and sustain the valiant soldiers and faithful servants of Jesus

Christ, who shall do battle for His interests.

§ 7. And, lastly, Mary must be terrible to the devil and his crew, as an army ranged in

battle,

principally in these latter times, because the devil, knowing that he has but little

time, and now less than ever, to destroy souls, will every day redouble his efforts and his

combats. He will presently raise up new persecutions, and will put terrible snares before

the faithful servants and true children of Mary, whom it gives him more trouble to

surmount than it does to conquer others.

51.

52.

It is principally of these last and cruel persecutions of the devil, which shall go on
increasing daily till the reign of Antichrist, that we ought to understand that first
and celebrated prediction and curse of God, pronounced in the terrestrial
Paradise against the serpent. It is to our purpose to explain this here, for the glory
of the most holy Virgin, for the salvation of her children, and for the confusion of
the devil. Inimicitias ponam inter te et mulierem, et semen tuum et semen illius;
ipsa conteret caput tuum, et tu insidiaberis calcaneo ejus (Gen. iii. 15)—“I will
put enmities between thee and the woman, and thy seed and her seed; she shall
crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel.”

God has never made or formed but one enmity; but it is an irreconcilable one,
which shall endure and develop even to the end. It is between Mary, His worthy
Mother, and the devil—between the children and the servants of the Blessed
Virgin and the children and instruments of Lucifer. The most terrible of all the
enemies which God has set up against the devil is His holy Mother, Mary. He has
inspired her, even since the days of the earthly Paradise, though she existed then
only in His idea, with so much hatred against that cursed enemy of God, with so
much industry in unveiling the malice of that old serpent, with so much power to
conquer, to overthrow, and to crush that proud impious rebel, that he fears her
not only more than all Angels and men, but in some sense more than God

Himself. It is not that the anger, the hatred, and the power of God are not



infinitely greater than those of the Blessed Virgin, for the perfections of Mary are
limited, but it is, first, because Satan, being proud, suffers infinitely more from
being beaten and punished by a little and humble handmaid of God, and her
humility humbles him more than the Divine power; and, secondly, because God
has given Mary such a great power against the devils, that, as they have often been
obliged to confess, in spite of themselves, by the mouths of the possessed, they
fear one of her sighs for a soul more than the prayers of all the Saints, and one of

her menaces against them more than all other torments.

53. What Lucifer has lost by pride, Mary has gained by humility. What Eve has
damned and lost by disobedience, Mary has saved by obedience. Eve, in obeying
the serpent, has destroyed all her children together with herself, and has delivered
them to him; Mary, being perfectly faithful to God, has saved all her children and

servants together with herself, and has consecrated them to His Majesty.

54.God has not only set an enmity but enmities, not simply between Mary and the
devil, but between the race of the holy Virgin and the race of the devil; that is to
say, God has set enmities, antipathies, and secret hatreds between the true
children and the servants of Mary, and the children and servants of the devil.
They do not love each other mutually. They have no inward correspondence with
each other. The children of Belial, the slaves of Satan, the friends of the world (for
it is the same thing), have always up to this time persecuted those who belong to
our Blessed Lady, and will in future persecute them more than ever; just as of old
Cain persecuted his brother Abel, and Esau his brother Jacob, who are the figures
of the reprobate and the predestinate. But the humble Mary will always have the
victory over that proud spirit, and so great a victory that she will go the length of
crashing his head, where his pride dwells. She will always discover the malice of
the serpent. She will always counterwork his infernal mines and dissipate his
diabolical counsels, and will guarantee even to the end of time her faithful

servants from his cruel claw.

But the power of Mary over all the devils will especially break out in the latter times,

when Satan will lay his snares against her heel; that is to say, her humble slaves and her



poor children, whom she will raise up to make war against him. They shall be little and
poor in the world’s esteem, and abased before all, like the heel, trodden underfoot and
persecuted as the heel is by the other members of the body. But in return for this, they
shall be rich in the grace of God, which Mary shall distribute to them abundantly. They
shall be great and exalted before God in sanctity, superior to all other creatures by their
animated zeal, and leaning so strongly on the divine succour, that, with the humility of
their heel, in union with Mary, they shall crush the head of the devil, and cause Jesus
Christ to triumph.

55. In a word, God wishes that His holy Mother should be at present more known,
more loved, more honoured, than she has ever been. This no doubt will take
place, if the predestinate enter, with the grace and light of the Holy Ghost, into
the interior and perfect practice which I will disclose to them shortly. Then they
will see clearly, as far as faith allows, that beautiful Star of the Sea. They will
arrive happily in harbour, following its guidance, in spite of the tempests and the
pirates. They will know the grandeurs of that Queen, and will consecrate
themselves entirely to her service, as subjects and slaves of love. They will
experience her sweetnesses and her maternal goodnesses, and they will love her
tenderly like well-beloved children. They will know the mercies of which she is
full, and the need they have of her succour; and they will have recourse to her in
all things, as to their dear advocate and mediatrix with Jesus Christ. They will
know what is the most sure, the most easy, the most short, and the most perfect
means by which to go to Jesus Christ; and they will deliver themselves to Mary,
body and soul, without reserve, that they may thus be all for Jesus Christ.

56. But who shall be those servants, slaves, and children of Mary?

They shall be a burning fire of the ministers of the Lord, who shall kindle the fire of
divine love everywhere, and sicut sagittce in manu potentis—like sharp arrows in the

hand of the powerful Mary to pierce her enemies.

They shall be the sons of Levi, well purified by the fire of great tribulation, and closely
adhering to God; who shall carry the gold of love in their heart, the incense of prayer in
their spirit, and the myrrh of mortification in their body; and they shall be everywhere



the good odour of Jesus Christ to the poor and to the little, while they shall be an odour
of death to the great, to the rich, and to the proud worldlings.

57. They shall be clouds thundering and flying through the air at the least breath of
the Holy Ghost; who, without attaching themselves to anything, without being
astonished at anything, without putting themselves in pain about anything, shall
shower forth the rain of the Word of God and of life eternal. They shall thunder
against sin; they shall storm against the world; they shall strike the devil and his
crew; and they shall strike further and further, for life or for death, with their two-
edged sword of the Word of God, all those to whom they shall be sent on the part
of the Most High.

58.They shall be the true apostles of the latter times, to whom the Lord of Hosts shall
give the word and the might to work marvels, and to carry off the glory of the
spoils of His enemies. They shall sleep without gold or silver, and, what is more,
without care, in the middle of the other priests, ecclesiastics, and clerks, inter
medios cleros; and yet they shall have the silvered wings of the dove, to go, with
the pure intention of the glory of God and the salvation of souls, wheresoever the
Holy Ghost shall call them. Neither shall they leave behind them, in the places
where they have preached, anything but the gold of charity, which is the

accomplishment of the whole law.

59.In a word, we know that they shall be true disciples of Jesus Christ, who,
marching in the footsteps of His poverty, humility, contempt of the world, and
charity, shall teach the strait way of God in the pure truth, according to the holy
Gospel, and not according to the maxims of the world, without putting themselves
in pain about things, or accepting persons, without sparing, fearing, or listening
to any mortal, however influential he may be. They shall have in their mouths the
two-edged sword of the Word of God. They shall carry on their shoulders the
bloody standard of the cross, the crucifix in their right hand and the rosary in
their left, the sacred names of Jesus and Mary on their hearts, and the modesty

and mortification of Jesus Christ in their own behaviour.



These are the great men who shall come. But Mary shall be there by the order of the
Most High, to extend His empire over that of the impious, the idolaters, and the

Mahometans. But when and how shall this be? God alone knows.

It is for us to hold our tongues, to pray, to sigh, and to wait—exspectans exspectavi.

ll. Discernment of the True Devotion to Our Blessed lady

Five Fundamental Truths Presupposed

60.HAVING said something so far of the necessity which we have of the devotion to
the most holy Virgin, I must now show in what this devotion consists. This I will
do, by God’s help, after I shall have first presupposed some fundamental truths,
which shall throw light on that grand and solid devotion which I desire to

disclose.

First Truth
61. JESUS CHRIST our Saviour, true God and true Man, ought to be the last end of

all our other devotions, else they are false and delusive. Jesus Christ is

the alpha and omega, the beginning and the end of all things. We labour not, as
the Apostle says, except to render every man perfect in Jesus Christ; because it is
in Him alone that the whole plenitude of the Divinity dwells, together with all the
other plenitudes of graces, virtues, and perfections; because it is in Him alone that
we have been blessed with all spiritual benediction; and because He is our only
Master, who has to teach us; our only Lord, on whom we ought to depend; our
only Head, to whom we must belong; our only Model, to whom we should
conform ourselves; our only Physician, who can heal us; our only Shepherd, who
can feed us; our only Way, who can lead us; our only Truth, who can make us
grow; our only Life, who can animate us; and our only All in all things, who can
suffice us. There has been no other name given under heaven, except the name of
Jesus, by which we can be saved. God has laid no other foundation of our

salvation, of our perfection, and of our glory, except Jesus Christ. Every building



62.

63.

which is not built upon that firm rock is founded upon the moving sand, and
sooner or later will fall infallibly. Every one of the faithful who is not united to
Him, as a branch to the stock of the vine, shall fall, shall wither, and shall be fit
only to be cast into the fire. If we are in Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ in us, we
have no condemnation to fear. Neither the Angels of heaven, nor the men of
earth, nor the devils of hell, nor any other creatures, can injure us; because they
cannot separate us from the love of God which is in Jesus Christ. By Jesus Christ,
with Jesus Christ, in Jesus Christ, we can do all things; we can render all honour
and glory to the Father in the unity of the Holy Ghost; we can become perfect

ourselves, and be to our neighbour a good odour of eternal life.

If, then, we establish the solid devotion to our Blessed Lady, it is only to establish
more perfectly the devotion to Jesus Christ, and to put forward an easy and secure
means for finding Jesus Christ If devotion to our Lady removed us from Jesus
Christ, we should have to reject it as an illusion of the devil; but on the contrary,
so far from this being the case, there is nothing which makes devotion to our Lady
more necessary for us, as I have already shown, and will show still further
hereafter, than that it is the means of finding Jesus Christ perfectly, of loving Him

tenderly, and of serving Him faithfully.

I here turn for one moment to Thee, O my sweet Jesus, to complain lovingly to
Thy Divine Majesty that the greater part of Christians, even the most learned, do
not know the necessary union which there is between Thee and Thy holy Mother.
Thou, Lord, art always with Mary, and Mary is always with Thee, and she cannot
be without Thee, else she would cease to be what she is. She is so transformed into
Thee by grace that she lives no more, that she is as though she were not. It is Thou
only, my Jesus, who livest and reignest in her more perfectly than in all the Angels
and the Blessed. Ah! if we knew the glory and the love which Thou receivest in
this admirable creature, we should have very different thoughts both of Thee and
her from what we have now. She is so intimately united with Thee, that it were
easier to separate the light from the sun, the heat from the fire. I say more: it were

easier to separate from Thee all the Angels and the Saints than the divine Mary,



because she loves Thee more ardently, and glorifies Thee more perfectly, than all

other creatures put together.

64. After that, my sweet Master, is it not an astonishingly pitiable thing to see the
ignorance and the darkness of all men here below in regard to Thy holy Mother? I
speak not so much of idolaters and pagans, who, knowing Thee not, care not to
know Thee; I speak not even of heretics and schismatics, who care not to be
devout to Thy holy Mother, being separated as they are from Thee and Thy holy
Church: but I speak of Catholic Christians, and even of doctors amongst Catholics,
who make profession of teaching truths to others, and yet know not Thee nor Thy
holy Mother, except in a speculative, dry, barren, and indifferent manner. These
doctors speak but rarely of thy holy Mother, and of the devotion which we ought
to have to her, because they fear, so they say, lest we should abuse it, and should
do some injury to Thee in too much honouring Thy holy Mother. If they see or
hear anyone devout to our Blessed Lady, speaking often of his devotion to that
good Mother in a tender, strong, and persuasive way, as of a secure means
without delusion, as of a short road without danger, as of an immaculate way
without imperfection, and as of a wonderful secret for finding and loving Thee
perfectly, they cry out against him, and give him a thousand false reasons by way
of proving to him that he ought not to talk so much of our Blessed Lady, that there
are great abuses in that devotion, and that we must direct our energies to destroy
these abuses, and to speak of Thee, rather than to incline the people to devotion to

our Blessed Lady, whom they already love sufficiently.

We hear them sometimes speak of devotion to Thy holy Mother, not for the purpose of
establishing it and persuading men to it, but to destroy the abuses which are made of it,
while all the time these teachers are without piety or tender devotion towards Thyself,
simply because they have none for Mary. They regard the Rosary, the Scapular, and the
Chaplet as devotions proper for weak and ignorant minds, and without which men can
save themselves; and if there falls into their hands any poor client of our Lady, who says

his Rosary, or has any other practice of devotion towards her, they soon change his spirit



and his heart. Instead of the Rosary, they counsel him the seven Penitential Psalms.

Instead of devotion to the holy Virgin, they counsel him devotion to Jesus Christ.

O my sweet Jesus, have these people got Thy spirit? Do they please Thee in acting thus?
Is it to please Thee, to spare one single effort to please Thy Mother for fear of thereby
displeasing Thee? Does devotion to Thy holy Mother hinder devotion to Thyself? Is it
that she attributes to herself the honour which we pay her? Is it that she makes a side for
herself apart? Is it that she is an alien, who has no union with Thee? Does it displease
Thee that we should try to please her? Is it to separate or to alienate ourselves from Thy

love to give ourselves to her and to love her?

65.Yet, my sweet Master, the greater part of the learned could not shrink more from
devotion to Thy holy Mother, and could not show more indifference to it, if all
that I have just said were true! Keep me, Lord—keep me from their sentiments
and their practices, and give me some share in the sentiments of gratitude,
esteem, respect, and love which Thou hadst in regard to Thy holy Mother, in order
that I may love Thee and glorify Thee all the more by imitating and following Thee
more closely.

66.S0, as if up to this point I had still said nothing in honour of Thy holy Mother, give
me now the grace to praise her worthily, Fac me digne tuam Matrem
collaudare, in spite of all her enemies, who are Thine as well; and grant me to say
loudly with the Saints, Non prcesumat aliquis Deum se habere propitium,qui
benedictam Matrem offensam habuerit—*“Let not that man presume to look for

the mercy of God who offends His holy Mother.”

67.To obtain of Thy mercy a true devotion to Thy holy Mother, and to inspire it to the
whole earth, make me to love Thee ardently; and for that end receive the burning

prayer which I make to Thee with St. Augustine and thy true friends:

“Tu es Christus, pater meus sanctus, Deus meus pius, rex meus magnus, pastor meus
bonus, magister meus unus, adjutor meus optimus, dilectus meus pulcherrimus, panis

meus vivus, sacerdos meus in aeternum, dux meus ad patriam, lux mea vera, dulcedo



mea sancta, via mea recta, sapientia mea praeclara, simplicitas mea pura, concordia

mea pacifica, custodia mea tota, portio mea bona, salus mea sempitema.”

“Christe Jesu, amabilis Domine, cur amavi, quare concupivi in omni vita mea
quidquam praeter te Jesum Deum meum? Ubi eram quando tecum mente non eram?
Jam ex hoc nunc, omnia desideria mea, incalescite et effluite in Dominum Jesum;
currite, satis hactenus tardastis; properate, quo pergitis; quaerite quam quaeritis.

Jesu, qui non amat te, anathema sit; qui te non amat, amaritudinibus repleatur.”

“O dulcis Jesu, te amet, in te delectetur, te admiretur omnis sensus bonus tuae
conveniens laudi; Deus cordis mei et pars mea, Christe Jesu, deficiat cor meum spiritu
suo, et vivas tu in me, et concalescat spiritu meo vivus carbo amoris tui, et excrescat in
ignem perfectum, ardeat jugiter in ara cordis mei, ferveat in medullis meis, flagret in
absconditis animae meae; in die consummationis meae consummatus inveniar apud

te. Amen.”

I have desired to put in Latin this admirable prayer of St. Augustine, in order that those
who understand Latin may say it every day, to ask for the love of Jesus, which we seek by

the divine Mary.

[The translator thinks it well to give the prayer in English, and without throwing it into

the small print of a note:]

Thou art Christ, my holy Father, my tender God, my great King, my good Shepherd,
my one Master, my best Helper, my most Beautiful and my Beloved, my living Bread,
my Priest for ever, my Leader to my country, my true Light, my holy Sweetness, my
straight Way, my excellent Wisdom, my pure Simplicity, my pacific Harmony, my

whole Guard, my good Portion, my everlasting Salvation.

Christ Jesus, sweet Lord, why have I ever loved, why in my whole life have I ever
desired, anything except Thee, Jesus my God? Where was I, when I was not in Thy
mind with Thee? Now, from this time forth, do ye, all my desires, grow hot, and flow

out upon the Lord Jesus; run—ye have been tardy so far; hasten whither ye are going;



seek whom ye are seeking. O Jesus, may he who loves Thee not be anathema; may he

who loves Thee not be filled with bitterness!

O sweet Jesus, may every good feeling that is fitted for Thy praise love Thee, delight in
Thee, admire Thee, God of my heart, and my Portion! Christ Jesus, may my heart faint
away in spirit, and mayest Thou be my life within me! May the live coal of Thy love
grow hot within my spirit, and break forth into a perfect fire; may it burn incessantly
on the altar of my heart; may it glow in my innermost being; may it blaze in hidden
recesses of my soul; and in the day of my consummation may I be found consummated

with Thee! Amen.

Second Truth
68.WE MUST conclude, from what Jesus Christ is with regard to us, that we do not

belong to ourselves, but, as the Apostle says, are entirely His, as His members and
His slaves, whom He has bought at an infinitely dear price—the price of all His
Blood. Before Baptism we belonged to the devil, as his slaves; but Baptism has
made us true slaves of Jesus Christ, who have no right to live, to work, or to die,
except to bring forth fruit for that God-Man, to glorify Him in our bodies, and to
let Him reign in our souls, because we are His conquest, His acquired people, and

His inheritance. It is for the same reason that the Holy Ghost compares us;

§ 1. To trees planted along the waters of grace in the field of the Church, who ought to

bring forth their fruit in their seasons;

§ 2. To the branches of a vine, of which Jesus Christ is the stock, and which must yield

good grapes;

§ 3. To a flock of which Jesus Christ is the shepherd, and which is to multiply and give

milk;

§ 4. To a good land, of which God is the labourer, in which the seed multiplies itself, and
brings forth thirty-fold, sixty-fold, and a hundred-fold.



Jesus Christ cursed the unfruitful fig-tree, and gave sentence against the useless servant,
who had not made any profit on his talent. All this proves to us that Jesus Christ wishes
to receive some fruits from our wretched selves, namely, our good works, because those
good works belong to Him alone: Creati in operibus bonis in Christo Jesu—“Created in
good works in Christ Jesus,”—which words show both that Jesus Christ is the sole
principle, and ought to be the sole end of all our good works, and also that we ought to

serve Him, not as servants on wages, but as slaves of love. I will explain myself.

69. Here on earth there are two ways of belonging to another, and of depending on
his authority, namely, simple service and slavery—what we mean by a servant,

and what we mean by a slave.

By common service amongst Christians a man engages himself to serve another, daring a

certain time, at a certain rate of wages or of recompense.

By slavery a man is entirely dependent on another for his whole life, and must serve his
master without pretending to any wages or reward, just as one of his beasts, over which
he has the right of life and death.

70.There are three sorts of slavery: a slavery of nature, a slavery of constraint, and a
slavery of the will. All creatures are slaves of God in the first sense: Domini est
terra et plenitudo ejus—“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness of it.” The
demons and the damned are slaves in the second sense; the just and the Saints in
the third. The slavery of the will is the most glorious to God, who looks at the
heart, claims the heart, and calls Himself the God of the heart; that is, of the
loving will, because by that slavery we make choice of God and His service above
all things, even when nature does not oblige us to it.

71. There is an entire difference between a servant and a slave:

§ 1. A servant does not give all he is, all he has, and all he can acquire by himself or by
another, to his master; but the slave gives himself whole and entire to his master, all he

has and all he can gain, without any exception.



§ 2. The servant exacts wages for the services which he performs for his master; but the

slave can exact nothing, whatever assiduity, whatever industry, whatever energy, he may

have at his work.

§ 3. The servant can leave his master when he pleases, or at least when the time of his

service shall be expired; but the slave has no right to quit his master at his will.

§ 4. The master of the servant has no right of life and death over him, so that if he kill

him like one of his beasts of burden, he would commit an unjust homicide; but the

master of the slave has by the law a right of life and death over him, so that he may sell

him to anybody he likes, or kill him, as if he stood on the same level as one of his horses.

§ 5. Lastly, the servant is only for a time in his master’s service; the slave is for always.

72,

73-

There is nothing among men which makes us belong to another more than
slavery. There is nothing among Christians which makes us more absolutely
belong to Jesus Christ and His holy Mother than the slavery of the will, according
to the example of Jesus Christ Himself, who took on Him the form of a slave for
love of us—Formam servi accipiens—and also according to the example of the
holy Virgin, who is called the servant and the slave of the Lord. The Apostle calls
himself, as by a title of honour, Servus Christi—“The slave of Christ.” Christians
are often called in the Holy Scriptures Servi Christi, “Slaves of Christ,”—which
word servus, as a great man has truly remarked, signified in old times nothing but
a slave, because there were no servants then like those of the present day. Masters
were served only either by slaves or by freedmen. It is this which the catechism of
the Holy Council of Trent, in order to leave no doubt about our being slaves of
Jesus Christ, expresses by an unequivocal term, in calling us Mancipia Christi
—“Slaves of Jesus Christ.”

Having premised this, I say that we ought to be to Jesus Christ and to serve Him
not only as mercenary servants, but as loving slaves, who, by an effect of great
love, give themselves up to serve Him in the quality of slaves, for the simple

honour of belonging to Him. Before Baptism we were the slaves of the devil;



74.

75

Baptism has made us the slaves of Jesus Christ: Christians must needs be either

the slaves of the devil or the slaves of Jesus Christ.

What I say absolutely of Jesus Christ, I say relatively of our Blessed Lady. Jesus
Christ, having chosen her for the inseparable companion of His life, of His death,
of His glory, and of His power in heaven and upon earth, has given her by grace,
relatively to His Majesty, all the same rights and privileges which He possesses by
nature. Quidquid Deo convenit per naturam, Marice convenit per gratiam—*“All
that is fitting to God by nature is fitting to Mary by grace,”—say the Saints; so
that, according to them, Mary and Jesus having but the same will and the same

power, the two have the same subjects, servants, and slaves.

We may, therefore, following the sentiments of the Saints and of many great men,
call ourselves, and make ourselves, the loving slaves of the most holy Virgin, in
order to be by that very means the more perfectly the slaves of Jesus Christ. Our
Blessed Lady is the means our Lord made use of to come to us. She is also the
means which we must make use of to go to Him. For she is not like all the rest of
creatures, who, if we should attach ourselves to them, might rather draw us away
from God than draw us near Him. The strongest inclination of Mary is to unite us
to Jesus Christ her Son; and the strongest inclination of the Son is, that we should
come to Him by His holy Mother. It is to honour and please Him, just as it would
be to do honour and pleasure to a king, to become more perfectly his subject and
his slave, by making ourselves the slaves of the queen. It is on this account that
the holy Fathers, and St. Bonaventure after them, said that our Lady was the way

to go to our Lord: Via veniendi ad Christum est appropinquare ad illam.

76. Moreover, if, as I have said, the holy Virgin is the Queen and Sovereign of heaven

and of earth, then is it not true what has been said by St. Anselm, St. Bernard, St.
Bernardine, and St. Bonaventure—has she not as many subjects and slaves as
there are creatures? Imperio Dei omnia subjiciuntur, et Virgo; ecce imperio
Virginis omnia subjiciuntur, et Deus. Is it not reasonable that amongst so many
slaves of constraint, there should be some of love, who of their own good will, in

the quality of slaves, should choose Mary for their mistress? What! are men and



devils to have their voluntary slaves, and Mary to have none? What! shall a king
hold it to be for his honour that the queen, his companion, should have slaves
over whom she has the right of life and death, because the honour and power of
the one is the honour and power of the other, and yet are we to think that our
Lord, who, as the best of all Sons, has divided His entire power with His holy
Mother, shall take it ill that she too has her slaves? Has He less respect and love
for His Mother than Ahasuerus had for Esther, or than Solomon for Bathsebee?

Who shall dare to say so, or even to think it?

77. But whither is my pen hurrying me? Why am I stopping here to prove a thing so
plain? If we do not wish to call ourselves slaves of the Blessed Virgin, what
matter? Let us make ourselves and call ourselves slaves of Jesus Christ; for that is
to be the slave of the holy Virgin, inasmuch as Jesus is the fruit and the glory of
Mary; and it is this very thing which we do, by the devotion of which we are

hereafter to speak.

Third Truth
78.0OUR BEST actions are ordinarily stained and corrupted by the ground of evil

which is so deeply laid up in us. When we put clean and clear water into a vessel
which has a foul and evil smell, or wine into a cask the inside of which has been
spoilt by another wine which has been in it, the clear water and the good wine are
spoilt, and readily take the bad odour. In like manner, when God puts into the
vessel of our soul, spoilt by original and actual sin, His graces and heavenly dews,
or the delicious wine of His love, His gifts are ordinarily spoilt and corrupted by
the bad leaven and the evil which sin has left within us. Our actions, even the
most sublime and virtuous, feel the effects of it. It is therefore of great importance
in the acquiring of perfection, which it must be remembered is only acquired by
union with Jesus Christ, to empty ourselves of everything which is bad within us;
otherwise our Lord, who is infinitely pure and hates infinitely the least stain upon

our souls, will cast us out from His presence, and will not unite Himself to us.

79. To empty ourselves of ourselves, we must:



§ 1. First, thoroughly recognise, by the light of the Holy Ghost, our inward corruption,
our incapacity for every good thing useful for salvation, our weakness in all things, our
inconstancy at all times, our indignity of every grace, and our iniquity in every position.
The sin of our first father has spoilt us all, soured us, puffed us up and corrupted us, as
the leaven sours, puffs, and corrupts the paste into which it is put. The actual sins which
we have committed, whether mortal or venial, pardoned though they may be, have
nevertheless increased our concupiscence, our weakness, our inconstancy, and our

corruption, and have left evil consequences in our souls.

Our bodies are so corrupted that they are called by the Holy Ghost bodies of sin,
conceived in sin, nourished in sin, and capable of all sin—bodies subject to thousands of
maladies, which go on corrupting from day to day, and which engender nothing but

disease, vermin, and corruption.

Our soul, united to our body, has become so carnal, that it is called flesh. “All flesh
having corrupted its way,” we have nothing for our portion but pride and blindness in
the spirit, hardness in the heart, weakness and inconstancy in the soul, concupiscence,
revolted passions, and sicknesses in the body. We are naturally prouder than peacocks,
more grovelling on the earth than toads, more vile than unclean animals, more envious
than serpents, more gluttonous than hogs, more furious than tigers, lazier than tortoises,
weaker than reeds, and more capricious than weathercocks. We have down in our own
selves nothing but nothingness and sin, and we deserve nothing but the anger of God,

and the everlasting hell.

80.After this, ought we to be astonished if our Lord has said, that whosoever wishes
to follow Him must renounce himself and hate his own soul, and that whosoever
shall love his own soul shall lose it, and whosoever shall hate it shall save it? He
who is infinite Wisdom does not give commandments without reason, and He has
only commanded us to hate ourselves, because we so richly deserve to be hated.
Nothing is worthier of love than God, and nothing is worthier of hatred than
ourselves.

81. § 2. Secondly, in order to empty ourselves of ourselves, we must die to ourselves

daily. That is to say, we must renounce the operations of the powers of our soul,



82.

and of the senses of our body. We must see as if we saw not, understand as if we
understood not, and make use of the things of this world as if we made no use of
them at all. This is what St. Paul calls dying daily—Quotidie morior. If the grain of
corn falling on the earth does not die, it remains earth, and brings forth no good
fruit. Nisi granum frumenti, cadens in terram,mortuum fuerit, ipsum solum
manet. If we die not to ourselves, and if our holiest devotions do not incline us to
this necessary and useful death, we shall bring forth no fruit worth anything, and
our devotions will become useless. All our justices will be stained by self-love and
our own will; and this will cause God to hold in abomination the greatest
sacrifices we can make, and the best actions we can do; so that at our death we
shall find our hands empty of virtues and of merits, and we shall not have one
spark of pure love, which is only communicated to souls dead to themselves, souls

whose life is hidden with Jesus Christ in God.

§ 3. We must choose, therefore, among all the devotions to the Blessed Virgin, the
one which draws us most towards this death to ourselves, inasmuch as it will be
the best and the most sanctifying. For we must not think that all that shines is
gold, that all that tastes sweet is honey, or all that is easy to do and is done by the
greatest number is sanctifying. As there are secrets of nature to do in a short time,
at little cost and with facility, natural operations, so also in like manner there are
secrets in the order of grace to do in a short time, with sweetness and facility,
supernatural operations, such as emptying ourselves of self, filling ourselves with

God, and becoming perfect.

The practice which I am about to disclose is one of these secrets of grace, unknown by
the greater number of Christians, known even to few of the devout, and practised and
relished by a far less number still. But in order to begin to disclose this practice, let us

consider a fourth truth, which is a consequence of the third.

Fourth Truth
83.

IT IS more perfect, because it is more humble, not to approach God of ourselves,

without taking a mediator. The very foundation of our nature, as I have just



shown, is so corrupted, that if we lean on our own works, industries, and
preparations, in order to reach God and to please Him, it is certain that our
justices will be defiled, or be of little weight before God, to engage Him to unite
Himself to us, and to hear us. It is not without reason that God has given us
mediators with His Majesty. He has seen our unworthiness and incapacity. He
has had pity upon us; and, in order to give us access to His mercies, He has
provided us with powerful intercessors with His grandeur, insomuch that to
neglect these mediators, and to draw near to His holiness directly, and without
any recommendation, is to fail in humility. It is to fail in respect towards God, so
high and so holy. It is to make less account of that King of kings than we should
make of a king or prince of earth, whom we should not willingly approach without

some friend to speak for us.

84.0ur Lord is our Advocate and Mediator of redemption with God the Father. It is
by Him that we ought to pray, in union with the whole Church triumphant and
militant. It is by Him that we have access to the Majesty of the Father, before
whom we ought never to appear except leaning on the merits, and indeed clothed
with the merits, of His Son; just as the young Jacob came before his father Isaac

in the skins of the kids to receive his benediction.

85.But have we not need of a mediator with the Mediator Himself? Is our purity
great enough to unite us directly to Him, and by ourselves? Is He not God, in all
things equal to His Father, and by consequence the Holy of Holies, as worthy of
respect as His Father? If, by His infinite charity, He has made Himself our bail
and our Mediator with God His Father, in order to appease Him and to pay Him
what we owed Him, are we on that account to have less respect and less fear for

His Majesty and His Sanctity?

Let us say boldly with St. Bernard, that we have need of a mediator with the Mediator
Himself, and that it is the divine Mary who is the most capable of filling that charitable
office. It is by her that Jesus Christ came, and it is by her that we must go to Him. If we
fear to go directly to Jesus Christ our God, whether because of His infinite greatness, or

because of our vileness, or because of our sins, let us boldly implore the aid and



intercession of Mary our Mother. She is good, she is tender, she has nothing in her
austere or repulsive, nothing too sublime and too brilliant. In seeing her, we see our pure
nature. She is not the sun, who, by the vivacity of his rays, blinds us because of our
weakness; but she is fair and gentle as the moon, which receives the light of the sun, and
tempers it to render it more suitable to our capacity. She is so charitable that she repels
none of those who ask her intercession, no matter how great sinners they have been; for,
as the Saints say, never has it been heard since the world was the world, that anyone has
confidently and perseveringly had recourse to our Blessed Lady, and yet has been
repelled. She is so powerful that never have any of her petitions been refused. She has
but to show herself before her Son to pray to Him, and straightway He grants her
desires, straightway He receives her prayers. He is always lovingly vanquished by the

breasts, the yearnings, and the prayers of His dearest Mother.

86.All this is drawn from St. Bernard and from St. Bonaventure, so that, according to
them, we have three steps to mount to go to God: the first, which is the nearest to
us, and the most suited to our capacity, is Mary; the second is Jesus Christ; and
the third is God the Father. To go to Jesus, we must go to Mary; she is our
mediatrix of intercession. To go to God the Father, we must go to Jesus; for He is
our Mediator of redemption. Now it is by the devotion which I am about to bring

forward, that this order is guarded perfectly.

Fifth Truth

87.1T IS very difficult, considering our weakness and frailty, to preserve in ourselves

the graces and treasures which we have received from God:

§ 1. Because we have this treasure, which is worth more than heaven and earth put
together, in frail vessels—Habemus thesaurum isturn in vasis fictilibus—in a corruptible

body, and in a weak and inconstant soul, which a mere nothing disturbs and dejects.

88.§ 2. Because the devils, who are skilful thieves, wish to surprise us unawares, and
to strip us. They watch day and night for the favourable moment. For that end

they go round about us incessantly to devour us, and to snatch from us in one



moment, by a sin, all that we have gained of graces and of merits for many years.
Their malice, their experience, their stratagems, and their number, ought to make
us fear immensely this misfortune, especially when we see how many persons,
fuller of grace than we are, richer in virtues, better founded in experience, and far
higher exalted in sanctity, have been surprised, robbed, and unhappily pillaged.
Ah! how many of the cedars of Lebanon, how many of the stars of the firmament,
have we not seen to fall miserably, and in the twinkling of an eye to lose all their
height and all their brightness! Whence comes that sad and curious change? It
has not been for want of grace, which is wanting to no man; but it has been want
of humility. They thought themselves stronger and more sufficient than they
were. They thought themselves capable of guarding their own treasures. They
trusted in themselves, leaned upon themselves. They thought their house secure
enough, and their coffers strong enough, to keep the precious treasure of their
grace. It is because of that scarcely sensible leaning upon themselves, while all the
while it seemed to them that they were leaning only on the grace of God, that the
most just Lord has permitted them to be robbed by leaving them to themselves.
Alas! if they had but known the admirable devotion which I will unfold presently,
they would have confided their treasure to a Virgin, powerful and faithful, who
would have kept it for them as if it had been her own possession; nay, who would
have even taken it as an obligation of justice on herself to preserve it for them.
89.§ 3. It is difficult to persevere in justice because of the strange corruption of the
world. The world is now so corrupt, that it seems to be inevitable that religious
hearts should be soiled, if not by its mud, at least by its dust. So that it has become
a kind of miracle for anyone to remain firm in the midst of this impetuous torrent
without being drawn in by it, in the midst of that stormy sea without being
drowned in it or stripped by the pirates and the corsairs, in the midst of that
pestilent air without being infected by it. It is the Virgin, alone faithful, in whom
the serpent has never had part, who works this miracle for those who serve her in

that sweet way which I have shortly to unfold.

90.Having assumed these Five Truths, we must now take more pains than ever to

make a good choice of the true devotion to our Blessed Lady. There are at this



time, more than ever, false devotions to our Blessed Lady, which it is easy to
mistake for true ones. The devil, like a false coiner and a subtle and experienced
sharper, has already deceived and destroyed so many souls by a false devotion to
the Blessed Virgin, that he makes a daily use of his diabolical experience to plunge
many others by this same way into everlasting perdition; amusing them, lulling
them to sleep in sin, under the pretext of some prayers badly said, or of some
outward practices which he inspires. As a false coiner does not ordinarily
counterfeit anything but gold and silver, or very rarely the other metals, because
they are not worth the trouble, so the evil spirit does not for the most part
counterfeit the other devotions, but only those to Jesus and Mary, the devotion to
Holy Communion, and to our Blessed Lady, because they are, among other

devotions, what gold and silver are amongst metals.
o1. It is, then, very important first of all to know;
§ 1. False devotions to our Blessed Lady in order to avoid them; and;
§ 2. The true devotion in order to embrace it.

In conclusion, among so many practices of true devotion to our Blessed Lady, I will
explain more in detail, in the second part of this treatise, which is the most perfect one,
the one most agreeable to our Lady, the most glorious to God, and the most sanctifying

to ourselves, in order that we may attach ourselves to it.

1. On False Devotions to our Lady

92.1 FIND seven kinds of false devotees and false devotions to our Lady, namely;
§ 1. The critical devotees;
§ 2. The scrupulous devotees;
§ 3. The external devotees;

§ 4. The presumptuous devotees;



§ 5. The inconstant devotees;
§ 6. The hypocritical devotees; and;
§ 7. The interested devotees.

93.The critical devotees are, for the most part, proud scholars, rash and self-
sufficient spirits, who have at bottom some devotion to the holy Virgin, but who
criticise nearly all the practices of devotion to her, which the simple people pay
simply and holily to their good Mother, because these practices do not fall in with
their own humour and fancy. They call in doubt all the miracles and histories
recorded by authors worthy of our faith, or drawn from the chronicles of religious
orders; narratives which testify to us the mercies and the power of the most holy
Virgin. They cannot see without uneasiness simple and humble people on their
knees before an altar or an image of our Lady, sometimes in the corner of a street,
in order to pray to God there; and they even accuse them of idolatry, as if they
adored the wood or the stone. They say that, for their part, they are not fond of
these external devotions, and that their minds are not so weak as to give faith to
such a number of tales and little histories as are in circulation about our Lady. Or,
at other times, they reply that the narrators have spoken as professional orators,

with exaggeration; or they put a bad interpretation upon their words.

These kind of false devotees and of proud and worldly people are greatly to be feared.
They do an infinite wrong to the devotion to our Lady; and they are but too successful in

alienating people from it, under the pretext of destroying its abuses.

94.The scrupulous devotees are those who fear to dishonour the Son by honouring
the Mother, to abase the one in elevating the other. They cannot bear that we
should attribute to our Lady the most just praises which the holy Fathers have
given her. It is all they can do to endure that there should be more people before
the altar of the Blessed Virgin than before the Blessed Sacrament, as if the one

was contrary to the other, as if those who prayed to our Blessed Lady did not pray



to Jesus Christ by her. They are unwilling that we should speak so often of our

Lady, and address ourselves so frequently to her.

These are the favourite sentences constantly in their mouths: “To what end are so many
chaplets, so many confraternities, and so many external devotions to the Blessed Virgin?
There is much of ignorance in all this. It makes a mummery of our religion. Speak to us
of those who are devout to Jesus Christ” (yet they often name Him without uncovering: I
say this by way of parenthesis). “We must have recourse to Jesus Christ; He is our only
Mediator. We must preach Jesus Christ; this is the solid devotion.” What they say is true
in a certain sense, but it is very dangerous, when, by the application they make of it, they
hinder devotion to our Blessed Lady, and it is, under the pretext of a greater good, a
subtle snare of the evil one. For never do we honour Jesus Christ more than when we are
most honouring His Blessed Mother. Indeed we only honour Mary that we may the more
perfectly honour Jesus, inasmuch as we only go to her as to the way in which we are to

find the end we are seeking, which is Jesus.

95. The Church, with the Holy Ghost, blesses our Lady first, and our Lord second—
Benedicta tu in mulierbus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui Jesus. It is not that
Mary is more than Jesus, or even equal to Him. That would be an intolerable
heresy; but it is that, in order to bless Jesus more perfectly, we must begin by
blessing Mary. Let us, then, say with all the true clients of our Lady against these
false scrupulous devotees, O Mary